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Fripay, March 7.

The Speakar took the ch iir at 3 o'clock.

Mr, MOWAT said, in reply to Mr, Ferris, |
that no new cotmnmisgions r.:fitlm peace other than |
supplemantary have ¥een issned since he had |
been Premicr. DBetween the dates 1}1‘EIItlu_t|1E{1 in |
the question, Murch 1st, 1883, and 20th :bubru-
ary, 1884, for various counties -.':-'&ht'ylr'1I than the
united counties of Leeds and Grenville, some of
them contain one name, others more than one.
Yor instance ; there had been issued in Brant
one, Carleton one, Llgin one, Frontenac two—in |
all 51 ¢owmissions had been issued.

Mr. MEREDITH— All supporiers of the Gov-
ernment,

Mr. MOWAT—Well they ought to be.

COUNTY COUNCIL REPRESENTATION.

Mr. DRURY moved thata Select Comimittee
be appeinted to consider the desiralnlity of so
amending the Municipal Act that the number of
members in County Councils may be reduced. T'he
Committee to havy power to send for persons and
papers, Lu support ol the motion he said tlt&
country has arrived at a stage where the scale
of represcutation in County Conneils 1s too
llnl'ﬂ.’ﬂ. The number of .nembers cnn-at.ltu_tmg the
VAarions County Councits in the Province has
mmereased until 1% has become n public burden,
and in almost all the large counties there 18 a
strong feeling 1n favour of reducing the repres
gentation in municipaities, On the 22a0d Janu-
ary, 1883, lLe moved for return: showing the
uumber of reaves and deputy-reeves in the
counties, together with the statement of the
ainotinis p:ud as indemnity to members, These
returns inclnde all the counties except Druce,
Haliburton, Lanark, Dundas, Stormonat, and
Glengarry, The returns give the number of
C.mncillors in the vacious Councils for the vears
1272 and 1831, In Carieton there were IS
members in 1372, and 2+ members in 1882 Kl
gin, 17 in 1872 and 25 in 1881 : Grey, &0 and o8
Hastines, 20 and 31 ; Huron, 34 and 473 Liceds
and Grenville, 28 and 85; AMiddiesex, J8
and 49: Norfolk, 16 and 21 ; Northmmber-
land and Durham, 39 and 41 ; Ontario,
26 and 33 : Simcoe, 41 and 50 ; Waterloo, 19 and
23 1 Wellington, 34 and 37 ; York, 28 and 44, In
.he nine years it was found the numbers had in-
creased from 780 to 936, omitting the counties
above-mentioned, or an increusse of 20 per cent.
The cost for idemnity to mewmbers has ncreased
in the same time from 329,490 in 1872 to 842,-
971 in 1881, or an inz2irease of 40 per cent, The
po:nt he wished to mule especially was this—
that from his expecience in municipal affairs he
was struck with the fact these numbers would
not be stationary, but were subject to a certaun
increaso from yetr to year. There is a strong2
inducement for villazes to seel: incorporation,and
whenever they have sufiicient mbabitants they
apply tor incorporation; and when a municipality
has more than H00 ratepayers it is entitied to a
deputy-recve. There is rooia in this way for the
number ot reprosentatives to incroase to a  very
large proportion. It is  possivle for a
county with 40 municipalities to 1ucrcase 1ts
tepresautation to 200, The only point for
consideration was whether the time had come
now to dovise a remedy or whether the question
might be delayed.  Hisopinion was the tiine had
comne to diseuss the matter. His motion was to
have a committer ol members l’.‘:ulll[hm'&d o ex.
perienced muunicipal wmen, not with a view ol
taking effective action this year, but so as to e
able to show the people that the House was
taking action in the matter, He did not wish
to say anything disparaging to County Councils,
but Lis experience was that the ordinary busi-
ness of Coupty Couneils was not of such a chars
acter that it required the presence of such a large
number of men. In the United States, e was
informed, they had a system of conuty covern-
ment transacted by comruissioners, five of whom
transact the business of luige counties,
and that system was found to work well,
He contended that the duty of county councils
was ratlier the rusing of money, and that they
really controlled very little expenditure. He
had carefully exammned the accounts of the
county of Suncoe, and ae had found that it had
been $38,000. He now proposed to give the ex- |
penditure over which the couneils had control,
and in this he had mmcluded every single itein
{:rup--:-rly controllable by the counciis. and . he

ad found that, ncluding printing, grants to |
roads and bridges (a very important ilem), pay
of the County Conucil, law charges, fuel-—oi this
$38.000 tho County Council controlled only
$13,000 or £14,000. In one yeor they had levied
824,450, and ic cost £5,036 o do it: the preceding

ear the Council levied $20,000 at a cost of

450, and in other years tha cost had been run-
ning between £5,000 and 6,000 to control an
expenditure of between §15,000 or 516,000. P

Mr. MEREDITH- What does that $5,000 in-
cluie?

Mr. DRURY —~Indemuity to members, the
pay of a messenger or two, He had, however,
to admt that S:uncoe had been rather pro-
pounced in  the matter of expenditure,
arising, as he thought, from the size
ef the county and runaning about 140
miles between two pointe, e tound that the
county of York, iu 1881, expended 83,124 ; Hast-
ings, $1.975 ;3 Huvon, $1,750, and Grev, §2,202,
upoun the county counctls.  {t should be remem-
bered, as he had stated, that the larger portion of
the expenditure was done without the interfer-
ance of the county counciis st all., It had been
represented that county councils were in the
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