#

MORE THAN ONE HALF

the universit'es on the other side permit of co-
education, and he thought he might fairly assume
to discuss the question with the House pre
possessed ~in favour of his motion. He referred
to the petition presented to University College
asking permission for ladies to attend the college
lectures, and he guoted the names of the many
eminent persons who had signed that petition,
He then quoted from the replies of various emi-
nent educationalists to questions submitted
by THE GroBe as to the advisability of co-
education. The President of Michigan Univer-
sity says the system lias succeeded after a trial of 12
years. Dr. Durns, of Hamilton, says co-eduea-
tion has never once been abandoned wherever it
has been tried. 1s there stronger evidence to
submit to tlnus House than this fact that where-
ever tried it has never been abandoned. FPrinei.
pal Grant said he was in favonr of it and said his
- own experience was with the system. Dr,
" Nelles speaks in guarded language, but he
favours co-education, and has permitted the
system at Victoria University. The ['resident
of Albert University approved ot co-education,
- whose advantages far more than offset 1ts dis-
advantages. Separate ednucation isawaste of forces,
Principal Macmntyre, of the DBrantford Ladies
College, is adverse to ladies attending the lectures
at University College, Mr. John Miller believes
in co-education except in cortain departments
which, lLke physiology, for obvious reasons
should be taught separately. Dr, Carlyle ad-
vises the opening of all our edueational institu-
tions to women as well as men. Principal
McCabe, of Ottawa, » opposed to co-education,
and even to the higher eduncation of women
generallv. Dr. Durus said it would be a waste
for the Province to duplicate 1w colleges for
women, and the Province would not do it tor
women only. President White, of Cornell, says
the general testimmony is that none but good
results have followed the system, this opinion
" being formed after an experience of co-education
for twelve years, Since that time the whole tone
of Curnell has been elevated. This, on the whole,
19 & strong vilume of evidence, The laculty of
University College are not a unit as to co-edu.
cation.  Prof. Young says, under existing cir-
cumstances, females should be pennitted tu‘
attend lectures at University College, until a
. separate institution should be built for them.
" He did not think any serious evils wers to be
apprehendea from co-education at I_?niveruit}'i
College. He would ask if this House is prepared
to vote twe or three hundred thousand doliars for
a college for ladies. He thought not, Univer-
sity Coliege has difficulty enough to maitain |
itsalf for the education of male students, let |
alone the duplication of its advantages for wo- |
men. He was iu favour of granting the request |
of the young ladies who desired to attend thoe |
lectures, Due order and discipline would l.u;*.1
observed as much with the presence of ladies as |
without them. Rotiring rooms for lad'es eounid T
easily be provided, and a geparate entrance to the |
Coliege. Would the students be Liostile? The
reverse i¢ the case, The Varsity, the organ of the
students spoke stronglv in favour of co-education. |
The enly objection that exists is that of the |
facnlty of the College, and opinion snere is di- |
vided. In conclusion he would say he was not |
wedded to co.education as co~education. It was
in order to avoid a waste of money and resources
and to avoild a waste of teaching power that he
thought it was expedient for the Province to go
in for co-education at Umversity Coliege, |
(App ause,) b |
Mr. METCALFE said the question of co-
education which had received the sanction of the
great educationists of Jlurope shouid cornmend
the motion to the members ot the House. He
hoped his hon, friend’s motion would have no
opposition, 1t bhad been decided that co~
education was the best manuner in which the
sexes could be educated. Where boys and girls
met together they were more apt to be better
educated than where they were educated sepa-
rately. He guoted un essay on co-education by
an eminent author to bear out his opimon, He
dwelt upon the system ot higher eduveation in
Europe, especially in Berne and Vienuna. The |
late Hourace Manu expressed himself strongly on
co-education. He was in favour of it. 1in the
U nited Siates co-eduvcation had been a great sue- |
cess. There was no reason why worsen shouid |
not be educated under the same roof with mwen, |
Women were able to carry off the highest prizes
in the Colleges in the Umited States, and he
could not =¢e why women should not be ad-
" mitted to the Toromto University, As far as
he was {fqncﬂrned he gave the matter his hearty |
co~operation
Mr. HARCOURT explained that the subject
was notentirely a new one, but one of peculiar in-
terest. IHe knew two young ladies, undergradu- |
ates of Toronto Umversity, who were asking |
admission to that University, He would com- |
mence by laving down a broadjproposition. What
was especially wanted i thus Province wasa |
system so broad and so complete with the public
schoul for its base and the university for its
crowning point, with every £ “ure of that system
oven aud available to all " .sses and both soxes.
(Hear, hear.) The tune or theso ** Rip-Vaun. |
Winkle ” prejuwiices had passed, and women
should be put vu l_in: same footing with men in
respect to education. In the public and high |
Hl:hu-l:ils thﬂ}' saw- the b“?ﬂﬁ and “’i]‘lﬂ' young
wen and women, pursuing , their studies
side by side, in the same class-rooms, using the
same text books, and having the same standard
as to instruction and discipline, and in the main
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this system was followed with the most gratify-
ing results. The sexes were on the same footing
in the Public School, and in the Higa School, but,
when the University was reachea they found
that one of the sexes was unfairly discriminated
against, ‘I'hey were not only barred from the
ordinary lectures of the University, but from the
experitnental lectures in science and in the wedi-
cal department. Young meu and yvoung womnen
were both attempting to reach the sume goal,
but still the young women were barred bv men
who liked to speak about  DBritish fair-play.
(Hear, hear.) Ladies were useful as teachers in
the Public Schools, but still the doors had not
been opened to women in all the Educational In-
stitutions, In the Province of Ontario there
were nearly 1,000 more female than male

teachers teaching in the Publ h'chﬂlr-h.. The bulk -
wit

of the teaching power res the females,
still they were descriminated against with refer-
ence to higher education. When the Public
School inspectors were appointed nstead of the
local superintendents tlie standard of toachers,
certificates was greatly raised. Thney found that
the female teachers were ready to conform.to the
standard, There were 336 High School teachers'
in the Proviuce of Ontario, including Coliegiute
Institutes, and of that number there were but

- thirty-one females, 'I'his was wnot a reasonable

proportion, More than one-half of the Public

' School teichers were females, and they all desmned

that it was a good thing for the Province, This
being so, why should female teachers not be put

"in such a posivon that they could reach

a position in High Schools? It was
simply because they had re used to allow the
ladies equal fzcilities which they allowed men to
go to the University College and equip themselves
for holding positions as teachers in High Schools.
His hon, friend trom Hamilton had given a his-
tory of co-education in Fuogland. He (Mr. Har-
court) gave a history of the movement in the
United States, and showed the progress which
woman had mude in the colleges in that country,

It being six o'clock the Speaker lelt the cliair,

Afver recess,

Thne House went into Committee on Pmvate
Bills. The foliowing were adopted :—

3ill respecting the trusts of the will of the late
Samuel 3. Smith, deceased,

Bili to legaiizz and confirm certain municipal
by-laws graoting aid to the Canada Southern
Railway Compauy.

Bill to incorporate the-village of Woodville,

Bill to amend the charter of incorporation of
the Ontario Methodist Camp Ground Cowpany.

Bill to consolidate the debt of the town of
Pa!merston,

Bill to revive and amend the Actincorporating
the Port Stanley, Strathroy, & Port I'ranks
Rulway Company.

3.1} to authorizo the Corporation of the town of

. otrathroy to purchase certain lands therein for a

pubile cemetery.

Bill to cnable tha Roman Catholic Episcopal
Corporation of the diocese of Toronto to sell
certain landa,

Bill respecting the Yorkville Loop Line Rail-

way Company,

Bill respecting the Gananoque & Rideau Rail-

- way Compuny.

SECOND READINGS.

The following bills were read a second time :—

Dil! relating to the municipality of Neebing.

Bill tc incorporate the town of Port Arthur,

Bill to incorporate the Niagara Falls Water-
Works Company.,

DBill respecung the Liake Simecoe Junction Rail-
way Company.

Bill to amend the Act to transier the securities
of the Anglo-Canadian Mortgage Company to

| the Omuium Securities Company.

THE CO-EDUCATION DEBATE.

Afier recess,

Mr,. HARCOURT continued Lis remarks in
favour of co-education. The United States col-
leges exhibited many points which Ontario might
adopt. In none of the colleges of the United
States where co-education had been adopted had
there been any depariure from that system, and

- thig fact eslone was sufficient to prove the ex-

pediency of having University Coliage opsn to
women., Ie didn’'t believe that the health of
women would suffer, and experience proved such
was the case, In conclusion he hoped this one
illiberal feature of excluding women from Uni-
versity College would bs wiped out by the
passage of the hon. gentleman’s motion, (Ap-
plause.)

Mr. GIBSON (Huron) thought he would stand
alone with reference to this question. He wouid
like if the hon. gentleman had told them how
many male Public School teichers were Univer-
sity graduates.  He did not believe that one per
cent. of them were graduates, He could not see
why fomale teachers should want to go through
this University under these circumstances. In
this country the sexes were aimost equal, and
there was not the fisld for women here as m the
old country. Would the University traning
make wemen better fitted for home life? e
was afraid it would not, His hon, friend from

' Hawilton had told them that one woman in

Eagland bad attained the high position of
“eaighth wrangler” in a University. At home
it did not matter if she was the senior wrangler.
(Laughter.) Tha dead Ilanguages had no-
thing to do with housekeeping. le was
certain that this question had not re-
ceived the consideration outside the city

as in the city. It was something like coercion
that they should force the President of the Uni- |
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