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the debt. The answer to this was that the
Crown lands and timber of the Province belonzed
as much to pUHtElil}' as to this ;.','EIIE'I'RHUI'I. .HH
proceeded to deal with the question of the claimn
of Quebee on the Dominion Government un ac-
count of the <mount retained out of the subsidy
on aceount of the increased debt from 1867 to
1873, and which he statea the Treasurer of tins
Provinee said he would join. He stated that
even if allowad, every 1’rovince in the Dominion
exeept Prince Edward [Jaud woull be entitled
to make a similar claim : and he asserted that as
Ontario paid from two thirds to three fourths of
the taxes of the Dominion it wenld be to the dis-
advantage of Oatario to join in any such de-
mand. He next proceeded to discuss the amend-
uent proposed by the wember for West Peter-
bore’ with regard to the authonzation o
two sets of Readers, and endeavoured
to show that the Mimister of Edueation had been
guiliy of incon-istency 1 say.ng in the debate on
Wednesday nizht that he was responsible for his
predesessor’s conduet and had assumed 1it, while
he had sauid in another place that he had entered
the Minwstey on the condition that there should
bs only one set of Rundors,  He proceeded to re-
peat the charge agunst the Minister of Fducation
with rezard to the Gage & Co.

The SPEAKER here s<ard that the charze,
aft r bemg tlatly denied, should not be repeated,
CAtfter thut cousiderabie discussion arose up.n
tite noint,

Mo MEDZEDITIIL resuming, made a restate-
ment of the charge, and ndeavoured to show
that the reiation of the Mmister of Edneation
with Mr, Gage was that of a person ;pushing
their publication. He concluled by contend-
inz that all the consequencas of pubishers hav-
ing spend woney on the books must b2 boroe by
the Government,

Mr. HARDY reviewad the sivion of the
member for Laondon with reference to the chiarge
geainst  the Minister of lJducation. DBut
the leader of the Opposition did not
sy that anything wrong had taken placas;
he did not say that there was anything
improper. It was shown that the Minmister of
[sducation had merely stood in the same position
Lo the Gages that Henry Ward Deccher wnd the
other lecturers in the Unitad States to the lecture
hureans, and there was not the shghtest reason
for suvingz that he was in any sense engaged in
pushiing oooks of the concarn, Deuling with
the “‘condition” question ot the Minister of
Foiuecation’s entry into the Government, Assum-
g that thers was a eondition, wihica thers was
not : suppo-e he did say, 1 will only cowe into
the Govermment upon the condition that there
should Le une series of Readers—was that a very
bad condition, or did it place him i1n a very
humilisting position as the one who had author-
izod two series of Readers? Tne Government
kuew that the present Mimster of lducation
was in favour of one seriss only, and all the
members of the Government kunew. BSuppose
there had been a changa of policy in the Govern-
ment on this point?  He would eall the atiention
ol the House to the cry of a people shackled by
the unw:se poltiey of the Dominion Grovernment
that thiea bonds should be burst. When 1t
was shown that Confederation was threatened,
and an earnest protest rang ont from the Jvorth-
West praines, S'v Joha Macdonadd  steppod
down and ont, anl handed over uis portiolio to
an irresponsiblo man as far as the poeople wers
cuacern f, who caanged hits policy and i suad new

regulations, Now compare the two positions -
in one place there was a deecision upon a pomnt
upoi which there might be justly two opintons,
:lhd 'LIIu nt.hi.?r t‘.‘hit".|. averyouo uuudnrm;:ud. ‘i el
the Dominion Ministrv had not been assailed for
making the ehange.  He proceedad to review ail
the steps taken for a ehanze of Readers from the
ciceu'ar 1ssued by Mr, Crooks i 1982 to the 1e-
port of the Central Committee to which the mat-
ter was relerred.  He demonsteated the nbsoiute
impartiality ot the Committee, with their ad.
mirable fitness for the duty, and showed that
the action ¢f the Government had been conson-
apt with the recommendations of the Comunittee,

It being six o'clock the Speaker left the chatr,

Afler recess,

Mr. HARDY, resuming the debate, =aid he
knew of no Government in the world which eould
suy that they had always decided in the wisest
way. Mo had shown that the action of the Gov-
ernment was not unreasonabloe in sanctioning the
two sots of Raaders. The whole arguments adl-
vanced on the question wers summarized and pre-
sented to the Government by the Central Com-
mittee, and it sanctioned the autnorization of
two sets, He had had vceasion to ascertain the
nractices of other countries in this respect, The
Outario Government had adhered to the course
of havinz one set of Readers more than any other
country except Germany. In England there were
no less than seven series of books in actual use,
It was trie that they had an examination stand-
ard. but in order to rveach that standard they
imade the selection of one or two series in each
gschool. In A assachusetts each town or town-
ship Board selocted its own HRoader from any
floaders published throughous the Union., 1le
howed the number of Roeaders used in other
Qi ates in the Union in support of his argument.
The (Government micht have gone on without
deserving ceasure and authonzed the three
Leadersy Individually he wouid not say that it
would bave been a Wisa course, The greater the
authorization, however, the less the monopoly.
Some prominent educationists were in favour
of the three Readers, Professor Young was in
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spectors than was in the pands of the Minister of
Edu ation, a3 the Minister of Education was
controlied by his coileagnes. He did
not lay any charge agamst the school
inspectors,  becanse as a Dbody ot men
their superiors might not be found in this country
as educasionists,  (Hear, hear,) Ile had not ono
reproach to make against them. Sowne of these

differ:nt publishers, and they would very likely
be inclined to pre-judge the question. They were
not responsible directly to the (sovernment, and

favour of it as well as Professor Dupuis, The
question had been made a political question,
The orcan of the how. gentleman opposite had
gaid that it would b2 in the interests ot the pub-
ie finaneially to have more than one series, The
Opposition wounld have been on diiferent sides of
this question if the Government had been on dif-
ferent sides. (Hear, hear.) They had proposed
a buncomb resolution in order to have a cateh
vote. They had set a little trap for those wein-

- bers who were unaware, but they had been en-

ligtened a little. (Hear, hear.) There was one
feature about this question, and that was that it
was entire:v new in  this conatry. Such a case
had not happzned within the memory of sny of
the hon. gentiemen in the House, T)lrle Govern-
ment had bad no experience of this kind, They
had to contend against the tacties of two
or tkree rival publishers who were trying
to foree their books upon the community.
It had been siid that the power of seleetion had
been taken from the Pubtie School mspectors,
Some of the inspectors had had something to do
with ‘.llt'r:-m hrmk*h .

Mr. CARNEGIE—(Hear, hear.)

Mr. HARDY said the hon, gentleman had
said ** hear, hear”™ and pointed to the Miuister

of Education, The Miuister of Eduecation had
had

NOTHING TO DO WITH THESE BOOKS,

He was not even a Public School Inspector at the
tune of the suthor:zation of these books. (Hear,
hear.) 1t was well known that somne school 1n-
gpectors had publicly entered upon a canvassfor
one series or another, Some hal becn assisting

in the editing of these book:, Did anyone wish
to say, where an inspector was in that posi-
tion, that they should hLave the right to say that
any book should not come into his district 7 It

would have been placing more power with in-

Luspectors had had business transactions with the

the Government had thought it unwise to place
the disposal of these boolzs 1 their hands. It
had been left in the hands of the Boards of
Trustees and the teachers conjomtly. Certain

" objections had been ra:sed by the hon, member

{rom: Hastings as to the changing to one series,
The Minister of Edacation had been charged
with not giving all the facts. Asto the manner
in which Mr. koss would deal with the pub.ish-

ers perhaps it was not desirable to malke public.

‘He was looking out that there shouid be no -
crenso in the price of beoks, Thess negotiations
were still in progress. As to the retail dqnl_urs,
they should not for a moment assums that it had
ot been looked into.  The publishers had a,reed
to take the old books from the retail dealers at
the cost price and scll them as  best they could.
This was announced to the retail dealers by cir-
cular. Information had been obtained as to the
amount of these books throughout the coun-
try. The publishers had given a bond to the

ducation Department that they would talie |

these hooks off the hands of the retail dealers,
and the retail dealers were satistied. It wasnot
dithicuit to see that the two series now In use
would be exhausted in eighteen months, Cer-
tain of the series now authoriz:d cou'd form part
of the new series and they would not be wholly
useless. He was sure that the Government
wounld bave no difficulty in satisfving the retail
dealers, prrents, and publishers on this question,
It had been stated that the Ednecation Depart-
ment had intcoduced the Royal Readers into the
Norinal and Model Schools without fir<t obtain-
inz the assent of the headimasters. He did not

know that the Government required to get the |

assent of the heidmasters, The Royal Readers

commended by the Central Committecs as the
best, and they also recommended two other
series ns No. 1 and No, 21 point of literary
excellence.  These books were ail complete when
examined by that Committee. What did the
Government organ, the high authority in
edueational matters, say as far back as
the 29th  of May :—** We commmend the Royal
Roaders -to the public as Leyond question
the choicest and best {rom every point Ol View.
It goes on to say, “ 0Ot one fact, however, we are
fully convinced vhat the Royal Readers oceupy
a much higher place and more fully deserve
aniversal patronage than any ol their predecess
ors and competitors,”  Iurther, the ALgil sad
% "The first remark naturally occurs to one 18
the eminently Canadian character ot the I‘Lrwal
leaders., 1t has evidently been the mm of the
publishers to make their bovks emmently Lana-
aan,”’
' Mr. MEREDITH asked if there was an
undertaking that the books should be published
i Canala, and whether thatavas reported on.
Me. HARDY =aid that both of them: gave an
andertaking that they wouid print the books m
Canada unless otierwise allowed by the De-

partmment,  Both the publisners had ™ been
Wlowed to depmt from  this g}th re-
spect to thelr first ed.tlons. 1he .ﬁrat.
edition of the Roval Readers was pablished
in Scotland, and a portion of the first edition

of the other in the United States. He pruceede?
| to show that other Provinces had adopted both
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" had been introduced because they hiad been re- |
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