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The Speaker took the chair at three o'clock.
PETITIONS.
Mr. Morin—Moses Jackson, at al., ot Stam-

-

ford, respecting Canada Southeru Railway.

Mr. Morin—Council of Niagara for the same
purpose.

Mr. Harcourt—Rev. J. H. Johnson, ot

Toronto, that bill for union of Methodist Churches
may not pass,

. Mr. Hurcourt—H. E. Bennett, of Sharkford

' Hall, Somersot, England, that bill to amend the
Synod and Kectory Sales Act may not pass.

Mr. Clarke (l'oronto)—Tinsmiths’ Union,
Toronto, that ussisted passages to immigrants be
abolished. i _

Mr. Clarke (Toronto)—Labourers’ Union, To-
ronto, to the same effect,

Mr. Ross (Middiesex)—J. ¥3. Cooper et al., of
Caradoc,to auchorize William Howard to practise
medicine,

Mr. Dryden—County Council ot Ontario, for
extension of frauchise to women.

et al.. of

Mr. MeCraney—Henry Duller
Howard, for amendments to Drainage Act to

pl.ce the matter in the hands of arbitrators
chosen from farimers,

Mr. Gibson (Hamilton)—Mrs. J. A. Cull and
others, of Touronto, that women be admitted to
the lectures at University College.

Mr. Morris—Tinsmths’ Umion, Toronto, for
manhood sufferage.

Mr. Balfour—Township of Malden, for aid re
- Canada Southern bonus by-laws,

Mr. Wood—William Thompson etal., for ex-
tension of Midland Railway into Free Grant Dis-
tricus, B

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

~ Mr. PARDEE presented the first report of the
Standing Committee on Railways, ',

Mr. GIBSON presented the first report of the
Comuwittee on Private bDills,

On motion of Mr, Fraser the name of Mr. Ross
(Middlesex) was substitnted for that of Mr.
+ Iraser on the Standing Committee on Printing.

FIRST READINGS.

Mr. PARDEE-<Dil to enable free grant
sottlers to obtun further locations.

Mr. FERRIS—Bill toamend the Consohidated
Municipal Act.

Mr. GIBSON—<DBIll to amend the Ditches and
\V.‘th:i‘-i.:nln'hr.'i .\.Ft.

Me. WOOD-—13ll to amend the Railway Act

of Untario.
THE ESTIMATES. _
Mr. MOWA'T presented the estimates for 1854,

| wheehh had boen sent to the llouse by the |
Lieutenant-Governor,

THE PRINTING CONTRACT. 'r
Mr. ROSS (Huron) explained to the House
' that the Government coutract for printing had
| expired on the 31st of December last, and 1t had
hecome l=2Ces<nny that & new contract be entered
imto, Tenders were called for with the usual
notice,  Several tenders were reccived, They
| were referred to the Queen’s Printer, who re.
ported recommending the acceptace of then
lowest teuder, that of Mr, Wilsan, This tender
was accepted, and an arrangement for printing
for five years was entered into, The prices in
| the new contract were much below the former |
contract, and there would be a great saving, |
| There was no further explanation required, and |
he moved that the agreement entered into be- |
tween the Government and Me, Wilson be rau-
fied,

Mre. CREIGHTON bhelieved that the present
contrac, was more advantageous ' in the pre-
vious one for the Province, The I e was well
aware that there had been a 2ood 1 said about
the present contract in the né" napers. He
thousht there should be a ehange the mode ol
tendering for such work., It he sen stated in
the newspapers, but Lhe would" " |, youch for 1it,
that when Me. Wilson tendered s was not 1 a
]:ualtif‘-n Lo ¢arry ontg his contral It hn.d heen
found smee that the comnany - jose tender was
the thitd from the lowest war Jains the work,

and it had been sugeested the  ghere had been
" collusion between the parties 3 pnt he counld not
mnake this statement as a fact. . He thought each
person or company tendering | should be required |
to muvke a heavy deposit to show that the tender !
Wis <oana ‘J'"”'f‘. |

SAOWAT had not the slightest doubt that |

Mr. Walson's tender was a gennine one, and tha' |
L v = abhe to carry out the contract, He had l
iade enauniries and he was satisfied that the se- |
curity was ample, He was satisficd that there was |
no eolingion petween Mr, Wilson and the Gwip |
Printing Company. Taere had been no commu.
nicition between them.  Any arrangements
which might have been mada between the parties
were made ulthlHllli'llL to the acceptance of the |
| contract by Mr. Frank Wilson, He did not
know that the Government had suffored from the
plan now being adopted.

Mre. MORRIS held that Mr, Wilson was not
performing the work., He thougit the whole M;
facts were not before the House. He was in
favour of the plan of having a sulfizient deposit
Jwitln each tender. He thougnt the Grip Print-

i“‘-‘; G]]uuﬂﬂ}' ﬂl“]uld be qu“d to ﬂﬂl’l"}' vut thu

tract. :

¢l lr. FRASER explained that the House had |
;_;t.lli“ﬂ to do with the company now doing the
I:q;uﬂ‘- The Government held awple security,

s —

| The work was still being done under the lowest

tender. No harm had been done the P’rovince.
Mr. YOUNG was glad that this dis-
cussion' had come up in the House,
«as it wounld only clear up any state-
ments which had been made in the news-
papers or otherwise. There was no evidence
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whatever to show that there had been anything
like collusion, and 1t was not hkely that there
ever was collusion, The last printing contract
Lad been performed to the satisfaction of the
House, and he had no doubt but the present eon-
tract would be carmed out in the same manner,
Ie showed how the printing contracts had been
icanaged at Ottawa. It was a question to cons
sider whether a deposit should not be reqguired,

Mr. MEREDITH thought there should be a
large depo-it, |

Mr. ROSS (Middlesex) explained how $15,000
had been given by one person to another in

Oitawa to take the printing contract and pay the
deposit as well,

The motion was carred.

SECOND READINGS.

Mr. WATERS moved the second reading of
the Bill to amend the Consolidated Municipal
Act. He explained that the first two sections of
the bill bad to do with the mode of settling dis-
putes between munimpalities in regard to build~
ing bridzes over stream« between two municis
palities In a county or dividing two counties, In
the case of a bridee over a stream bet ween two
wunicipaities, either Council could petition the |
Council of the county for the erection of a bridge,
and if they refused to build each Counecii weould |
appoint arbitrators, the duties of whom would
only be to decide upon the necessity and upon |
tire site, After stating the eourse to be pursued
in case of a bridye dividing two counties, he went |
on to say that the present law was not adequate
for the purpose. ‘The third section proposes
to deal with drainage undertaken under the
Municipa! Drainage Act, It had been found that
in the case of drainage undertaken in one muni-
cipality and extended to another muuicipality |
diiculty arose, and it was to obviate this, He
also proposed that it should be nnper:ti:ve on all
anditors to cancel voucliers and thus make it
impossible for them to be presented twice. The

| bill further provides that the representation for

deputy reeves shail be on the basis of 800 quali-
fimli voters, This was, however, optional, and
he did not think 1t would ba to the advantaga
of all to follow this rule. In the case a¢ coun-

| ties where incorporated villagss did not prevail

very much he thouzht there would be an advan-
tage in adopting the alternate. In conclusipn
he did not think that any change would be satis-
factory which did not leave the matter optional, | *

Mr. PHELPS thought the present Act was
auite satisfactory. Certainly it was satisfactory
to his constituents. He was satisfied with the
chanze.

Mr. FRASER thought that there would be no
objection to the bill passing the second reading and
being referred to the Munie:pa! Committee. Some
of the provisions scem \m'urt.h}’ ot Eullﬁidurﬂtlun,
although he was not willing to pledue even his
own personal support to them, 1 thought that
manv of the elanses would reqguirs recasting.,

Mr. CLANCY objected to taking the powar
of dee.ding upon the building of bridgzes out of
the hands of the County Couucils and giving it to
arbiirators,

Mre. DRURY objected to raising the qualificas
tion, because it would increase the difficulty with
reference to the representation of connty mumici-
palities. He thought it a 1most extrﬂwrt‘iluﬂl'?

provision tu take out of the hands of the County
Councils responsibility and give 1t to irresponsibie
parties.

Mr. MEREDITH opposed the taking away of
the decision with rezard to the erection of
bridges irom County Councils. _ _

Mr. WATERS contended that the bill did
not take away powars from the County Councils
and give it to the arbitrators. That the latter did
possess now. He contended that now if a County
Council absolutely refused to build a bridge a
case could be entered in court, and it would
there be arbitrated on,

The BBill was read a second time.

DITCHES AND WATERCOURSES.

Mr. WATERS moved the nﬁpund.randing of
he bill to amend the Act respecting ditches and
watlercourses, Carried.

SHORT FORMS OF MORTGAGE.

Mr. WHITE moved the second reading of the
bill to amend the Act respecting short forms
of mortgages. This he explained was to prevent
the accumulation of unnecessary costs, and make
certain other changes in the Act. Carried and
referred to a special committee.

THE ONTARIO DRAINAGE ACT. |

Mr. BALFOUR moved the second reading of |
the Ontario Drainage Act in the same manner
in which the Municipal Drainage Act was pro-
posed to be amended. He proposed to increase
the number of petitioners required to a petition
for the repair ot a drain. He proposed that one-
iourth of the number concerned should petition
beiore action could be taken,

Mr. FRASER thought there was no reason
why the bill should not be referred to the Com-
mittee, It proposed that one person would not
be able to apply for a mandamus to issue for the
repair of the drain when all the others were
against such & course. Carried.

THE DOG TAX. _
| Mr. CHISHOLM moved the second reading of



