FIFTH PARLIAMENT—FIRST SESSION.

#

(By Our Own Reporters.)
TuursDAY, Feb. 14

The Speaker took the chair at three o'clock.
PETITIONS. i
' titions were presented :—

TEI;E g.il:?‘i'r’rrlglin-—“l"mm J. W. Card e al.,
against the passing of the Methodist Churches
Union Bill ; also from W. D. Hughson et al., to
the same effect ; also from A. McFadyen ¢t al.,
to the same effect. : ]

By Mr. Gibson (Hamilton)—From Jacob
Young et al., to the same elfect; also from V.

Thompson et al., to the same effect.
Ey‘ m Morris— From the Excelsior Assembly,

No. 2,305, Knights of Labour, against assisted

a es for immigrants,

. ;Sl;ng. ClarkE—-me Exqalamr Assembly,
No. 2,305, Knights of Labour, in favour of man-
hood suffrage.

By Mr. I’Llrﬂl»:.:l{:im——an:r:: the School Board of
P *nerston, for the introduction of the ballot in
the «'ection of school trustees,

By Mr. Fell—From A. Phillips et al., for
amendments to the Game Law respecting the
shooting ot deer. _

Fy Mr. Drury—From the Agricultural and
Axts Association, for an appropriation of money
to place specimens of the leading breeds of cattle
on the Model Farm at Guelph.

The petition in favour of the Torrens system ot
land traosfer.

STANDING ORDERS.

Mr. WIDDIFIELD, Chairman of the Com-
mitte on Standing Orders, reported a number of
Private Bills as having complied with the Stana-
ing Orders.

PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS.

Mr, HARCOURT presented the first report
of the Commmittee on Privileges and Ilections,
with reterence to the case of Mr. Crooks. 'I'he
Committee reported generally that,as Mr. Crocks
was hopelessly insane, they recommended that
the seat be forthwith declared vacant,

The report was received and adopted.

FIRST READINGS,

Mr. FREEMAN—Bill to incorporate the Lake
Simcoe Junction Railway Company.

Mr. MONK —Bili respecting the planting and
grn“‘iﬂg ol trees,

Mr. FERRIS—Bill respecting Victoria Col-
lege and Albert College.

Mr. CHISHOLM—Bill to authorize the cor-
poration of the town of Orangevilie to purchuse
lands for a postoilice sita,

Mr. CLARKE-—BIill respecting the city of
Toronto.

\Mr. LEE—DBill to amend the Division Courts
Act.
'LML FERRIS—BIill to amend the Assessment
Ack,

M:r. FELL—BIill respecting the Toronto &

Nipissing and Eastern Extension Railway Com-

pany.
M?r. LYON —Bill to legalize the assessment of
the municipality of Neebing, and for other pur-

ses,

Mr. McGEE-—Bill incorporating the Caska-
dilla Railway Company.

Mr. GOULD-—BIll to incorporate the Toronto,
Hamiiton, & Buffalo Railway Company,

Mr. KERR—Bill to declare valvl a certain
portion of the survey of the town of Cornwall,

Mr. BALFOUR—BIll to further amend the
Act respecting joint stock companies, providing
for the better iuapuctiun of the sa1d companies.

Mr. WATERS—BIill respecting the debt of the
county of Middlesex,

Mr. SILLS—Bill respecting the Gananoque &
Rideau Railwav Company.

Mr. FRASER—BEill to incorporate the Roman
Catholic Vicariate of Pontiae.

Mr. MOWAT —-Bill respecting ithe town of
Woodstock,

THE SOUTH OXFORD VACANCY.

Mr. MOWAT said the House had heard the
report of the Committee with regard to the case
of Mr. Crooks, The matter was now perfectly
"tree from any kind of doubt. The position of
our friend, Mr. Mowat said, has been made per-
fectly clear, It is declared by the Cor t of Chan-
oo that he 1s insane, and further  Jdence b
been taken. The gentleman in whose cliarge Mr.
Crooks is, and wh appears to be a man of abil-
ity and experience, has been heard, and his own

triends, incluaing the commitiee having charge |
of lns estate, and it is placed entirely hevoud !
doubt that Mr. Crooks is 1ncurably insane, Jtis |
important that this large constituency should

not remain unrepresented for & single day longer
than necessary, and he therefore moved that by
regson of the incurable mental condition
of the Hon. Adam Crook+, member-elect for the
South Riding of Oxford, as stated in the report
this day presented and adopted by the House,
the representation of the said riding 1n this House
be hereby declared vacant, and that a new writ
forthwith 1ssue for the election of a member to
serve in the present Parliament 1n the room and
stead of the said Adam Crooks,

Mr. MORRIS spoke at length acainst what he
termed the urgent haste in thrusting the matter
through the House. He contended that delay
should be had till Monday, when the evidence
could be printed and ¢onsidered by the House,

Mr. FRASER observed that it appeared that

as possible the 1ssue o

e vk, K] a
the :nSt-ﬁE:;'fur Fast Toronto had a brief for de-

. what he &vitiuntlf a?:ir:i i?“s;-?:fd “hlﬂ;g

layed: \TORRIS —Hoar, hear.

Mr. FRASER—1 was expecting him to =ay
« Lear hear,” tor I was stating what is his evident

] The report stotes that Mr. Crooks is
?:é:f':hly inun:ﬁ and recommends that the seat

declared vacant and a new writ 15sue, This
:-J:purt had been adopted, I.‘.I:ld yet 1t was
asked that the House wait till Monday, on
« mere technicality that the report be rint-
od. The hon. member for Kast Toronto knew

' that there was no distrust or doubt in the mind

of the members as to the correctness of the find-

ing of the report. It was the only one which

conld have been arrived at. The hon. gentleman

| bad cited & number of cases. but none of then

were just like this. The first case Wwas one in
which it was not necessary to take action, and
heuce there was no need to proceed at once. In
tie Alcock case the Committee reported against
the petitioners, and decided that the member
was nob. incurably insane. He contended that
the report having been adopted, the constituency
was vacant, and it was therefore clear that a
writ ought to issue at once. His only doubt now
was whether there should not be some machinery
whereby such a case occurring between the ses-
sions could be brought before the Courts, and if
the member was declared to be insane the seat
could be declared vacant, the findiug reported to
the Speaker, and a new writ 1ssue. He saw no
reason why thig should not be done. He con-
cluded by an eloguent tribute to Mr. Crooks’
worsh, and yielded to no one in friendly feeling
to hum or sorrow for what had happened to him ;
but he still saw no disrespect to Mr. Crooks in
thie course. How could waiting till Monday for
the evidence to be printed show greater respect
than had been shown?

The SPEAKER ruled on points ot order raised
by Mr. Morris. 1In answer to the first, that a
writ could not issuz on the day on which the
report was presented, he stated that he had con-
sulted the authorities and had found thatin
every case the writ issued on the day the report
was made. With reference to the second objec-
tion, that a notice of motion should be given, the
Speaker quoted authorities to show that such a
motion was made without notice,

Mr. MEREDITH thought there was no poli-
tical advantage to be detived by the Opposition
by the motion standing over till Monday mnext.
He thought the Government were not treating
the hon. member for East Toronto fairly in their
action,

Mr. MOWAT said that Mr. Crooks’ per-
sonal friends, who had been associated with
him for twelve vyears, were taking a course
which the hon. gentlemen opposite condemned.
He submitted to the House that no sufhcient
ground had been suggested for delav. The hon,
member had attached no importance to the fact
of the county not being represented. They were
not justified in delaying one single dav. If
there had been. any doubt about the case he
would have been quite willing to delay for any

time required. The hon. gentleman opposite

after naving heard the evidence said he was jer-
fectly certain that Mr. Crooks was in such a con-

dition as the motion suggested. Mr. Crooks’

nearest friends had expressed their opinion that
the seat should be declared vacant, and he (Mr.
Mowat) hoped the motion would be passed.

The motion was then carried on division.

SECOND READINGS.

Mr. O'CONNOR moved the second readi f
the bill to amend the Consolidated ﬁmﬁip:lnigt

towns under the class of piaces designated by the
Act as those which, bhaving a river ranuaing
through them 100 teet m  width, the County
Councii should bave charge ot the bridges and
build them. As it now stood townships and
villages were only included, The bill was read

a second time and referred to the Municipal
Committee,

MECHANICS LIEBENS.

- Mr. ERMATINGER moved the second read-
ing of the bill to amend the Mechanies’ Liens Act,
The chief provision was one which he deseribed
as likely to touch the main reasons why the Act
had failed to meet the expectations of its friende.
Under the present Act the owner and contractor
might make an agreement which ruled out very
many claimants. He desired to strike out, “Un-

l

|

of 1883. He described his measure as one to bring o

less there 13 an express agreement to the con-

trary.”

Mr. MOWAT stated that he had no objec-
tion to the bill being referred to a Committee,
but he would like very much that the opinions
of those entitled to judge should be heard. He
did not think that the Act was ever intended to
inciude sub-contractors under its provisious. He
concluded by intimating that he was interested
In tius class of bils, and set foerth several
changes he would like in the measure.

Mr. MEREDITH thought the uug’gestiunn.

should be adopted, and that the first clause should
not go farther than give a sub-contractor a lien
on any sum which wmight be due to a contractor
by the owner.

Mr. FRASER pointed out that if the intention
of the mover were met several clauses would need
to be re-drafteds He met the member for Lon-

don’s assertion that the Attornev-General was |

n::.amtiuuury by showing that it was to the Liberal
party that the people had to look for their rights
and treedom and the preservation of them.




