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. . : - {ingin K%Y npame regarding the Algema Com-
time to discuss. With regard to the office of shisniomdss.

Minister of Kducation, the occasion was well . Mr. MOWAT said the date of the appointment
known under which the position was made va- y of Lreorge R. Pattullo and George Burden was

cant. He would like to say that in both profes- | the 12th of June. They were appointed by com-
sional and public lite he had met no more estim- . mssion under an Order in Counecil, and went to
able man than Mr. Orooks. Hoe had i " Algoma in the inierests of the Province in the
met no one more devoted in the dis. varions  questions constantly arising botween

charge of his public duties thn:n_l'tlr. ﬁ!rmks.
He had enjoyed during his administration the
confidence of both sides of the Houss, The hon. |

. M nitoba and Ontario. He might observe that
' M., Puttuilo prepared one of the best pamphlets
on the disputed territory ever written, and it

gentleman from West Miadlesex who hard been |
a

pointed as his successor, was a.promtud 1N View |
o .

the fact that he had all ot his life been tugaged

in educational work. He had been a successiul
teacher for muny vears, a successiui county
school Inspegtor, and a successful Inspector of
Model Schools. He had manifested ability in all
these positions, and had also been a valuable
' member of the Central Committee, whese office
| it was to advise the Minister of Education from
time to time. The Chief Superintendent of
Education under the old system had had to do
exclusively with the Public, Separate, and High
Schools, and as tha Minister of Kducation
had some additional matters to attend to, they

had thought that it was importaut to place In
that Department one who was thoroughly fami- ’

liar with educational matters, anc his hon. friend
hud stood very high in the minas of all persons
engaged in educational work in this coun-
try. He was the President of the society
composed of school inspectors and 1rus- i
tees of the Province when he received
the appointment. There were .in the House
members who would have discharged the duties
of this office extremely well. Mr. Ross had not |
been consulted without the knowledyge of avery-
one whose name had been mentioiinad 1n connee- |
tion with the office. He believed the oppoint- |
ment of Mr. Ross was regarded by the country
as a very wise appointment, and one from whioh |
thacountry would derive consideralle advan-
tage. He would say a word or two with regard
to the policy of the Department. In the main,
it would be the policy as hitherto carried out.
There was one subject wnich had ereated a great |
deal of popular interest-—the question of whether |
tere sﬁuld be more than one series of mnew
Readers sanctioned for the schools. Tho former |
" Minister of liducation uad been in [avour of |
' more than one set of Readers, but there was |
no popular sentiment on the subject, and no
party differences with regara to it, till after the
plan of having more than one set of Keaders had
received for a time the sanction of the (overn-
ment. The practice of having more sots of Read-
ors than one was one which prevailed in ling-
land and the United States, and the Central
Committee whioh examined the various
books, with the exception of a single indi-
vidual, wera of the opinion that
more than one set of books should be
ganctioned. The question was as betwoen two
or threo sets. Under these circumstances the
scting Minister of Education did not see his way
to reverse all that, and had he done so they would
have had the members of the COpposition eryving
out against monopoly and centralization. His
hon. friend the Mmister of Education, belore he
| became Minister, had publicly expressed the
opinion that it would be extremely desirable to
have but one set of Readers. He was of that
opinion still. It was extremely probable that
that course would be taken on that point. (Ap-
plause),

Mr.JMEREDITH replying stated that Mr,
Ferris had been mentioned for the Treasurership
and he supposed the change had been made for
the reaso: that thehon, gentleman only carried |
his constitusncy by a small majority. The |
ressons given for the appointment of the new
Mir iater of Education had not been fully stated.
The present Minister of Kducation at his nomin-
ation at Glencoe, when taking leave of his
Dominion House constituency, said though he
was laying down the banner of Reform there he l
w 11'd take it upin the Local House, which just
1 .w was looked upon as the key-stone of power |
| #t Ottawa, Afterwards the Minister of Educa-
-t on had announced thit there were conditions on |
 whieh he took the portiolio and one of which was
| that there should be only one sot of Readoers. He

(Mr. Meredith) also found fault with the fact '
that five of the six Ministers were lawyers, and
one of them was a lawyer made by Act of ’arlia-
ment.

Mr. MOWAT stated that though five of the
gix Mimsters were lawyers it must be remember-
ed that one of them had not practised law,

Mi. RUSS (West Middlesex) explained |
that the statement by Mr. Meredith !
on his alleged conditions was from a
newspaver report, and he was quite satisfied
tiat there were no hard and fast conditions at
all. He did not think it nacessary to obtain con-
ditions, and had not doneso, le explained the
¢ icnimstances under which the Supreme Court
had been allowed to permit him to practise as a
gsolicitor.

Mr. FRASER, answering a query by My,
Morris about the duration of the Governments in
old Canada and the Dominion,said since 1841 there
had been 13 Administrations in the 43 years as |
follows ;—Baldwin, 1841 ; Draper, 1844 ; Bald- |
win-Lafontaine, 1848 ; Hincks-Morin, 1851 ;
Macdonald-Cartier, 1854 ;  Brown-Dorion,
1858 ; Cartier- ﬁlﬁcdrinﬂh!, 1858 : Macdonald«
Sicotite, 1561 H Maedon -‘:l-Unrtier, 13'[53; Tucha.
1864 ; Macdonald, 1867 ; Mackenzie, 1873 ; Muc-
d nald, 1878.

The subject then dropped.

| THE ALGOMA COMMISSIONERS.
Mr. MEREDITH asked the questiops stand-

—— i =

was under his superintendence that a collection

w.s made of the products of the country which
had been exhibited at Toronto, Gueloh, London,
and other fairs. The salary at which Capt. Bur-
den wus appointed was 51,000 basides expenses,

Mr. MEREDITH—What does expenses 1ns
clude-—board and travelling expenses?

Mi, MOWAT stated that 1t would include
those items, That was a temporary arrangement.
M. Pattullo received £ a day and expenses.
They had received some sums on account, but he
did not know just the amount, In a sense the
employment of these persons existed still, as they
were now preparing their report. The severe
illness of Mr. Pattullo had delayed the presenta-

tion of the report,

{
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ALGOMA POLLING PLACES.

Mr. MEREDITH asked the questions stand-
ing in his name in reference to certain polling
places in Algowa.

Mr. MOWA'T—No poll was opened at Algoma
M.ill:. the reason for which is this—

Mr. MEREDITH—1 did not ask the reason.

Mr. MOWAT—But I want to statas the reason,

' The election in Algoma took place on the 28th
- September, and the depuly returniug-officer left

Owen Sound for the purpose of going to Algoma
Miils two days before at 4 o'clock in the morning,
which was in smplée tune to arrive at Algoma
Mills for the election, He left by the steamer

Bedchre, and expected te arrive on the 27th, |

However a stormn arose, and not only that but
other steumers were compolied to shelter and
stay over till Friday, He did not arrive in time,
but there was not one voler prevented from
voting on that account, as they.all went on a
train to Serpent River, tne nex' solling place,
Mr. MEREDITH —Does tis hon, member

know that of hs own knowledge? i
Mr. MOWAT stated that he knew nothing of |
- what he had stated of his own knowledge in the

legal sense, I{le had, however, mada all the
enquiries he could, and he was giving the best
information which it was possible to obtain.
With regard to Nepigon Bay—-there was a poil
opened at Nepigon Village, and he was told that
the village was only three mile: from the bay.
The poll was always held at the viliage, and he
had no doubt that that was the place intended,
so tiat his answer would be that there was a poll
opened and held there. The third place men-
tioned was Batchewaning. There was a poll held
in the Batchewaning distrct. There were for-
merly mills at the vlace which had been burned
down, and all the people had left that part, A
poll had been ho'' 't Mamaise Mines.

Mr. MEREDITH—How far i1s that from
Batchewaning ? _ B

Mr. HARDY —In the Batchewaning district—
about eight miles. _

AMre. MEREDITH—Thirty miles,

Mr. MOW AT said that various statements had
been made as to the distance, and for his part he
could not say how far it was. The reason for
fixing the po'ling place there was the population
was there. Tne member for London asked
whether polls were omitted to be held at any
other places namod in the proclamation, and 1n
reply he had to state that polls were not heid at

Yainy River and Fort Frances. Thereport of the
returning-ofticer shows that the person ﬂntruﬂ_r.&d
with the ballot boxes for Rat Portage, Rainy
River, and Fort Frances left Port Arthur seven
days before the day of the election. Ou arrving
at Rat Portage he found that the regular steamer
had loft before the arrival of the train, and he
immediately endeavourad to get a tug to take him
to the piaces, but he was unable to do so. He
got, however, a boat, and started at 11 o’clock
on the 23rd September, but a storm sprang up.

Mr. MEREDITH-—Another storm.

Mr. MOWAT-—There was no doubt of there
being a storm. There was perfect gaod faith in
the matter, and the man spared no pains or ex-

. pense to get to his destination in time, and but

for the storm he would have got to his destination
ul:!mnidembly earlier than the date fixed. A
*_ vossol came along, and he got to Rainy
o1 at two o’clock on polling day, but the peo-
ple hiad gone to their homes. It worked against
fhe Government candidate, for at Rwny River
then there were only 23 voters resident, and of
these twenty would have voted for Mr. Lyon.
Mr. MEREDITH--How could you tell that?
Mr. MOWAT—I know how my hon. friend

will vote every time & question arises in the House, |

and it was perfectly woll known how the voters
would vote. He stated this in order to stow
that there could have been no object on the part
of the man in wilfully causing delay. Those
were the only two places where no polls were
held. Mr. Meredith asked for his obpinion
whether the omission to hold polls was sufficient
to void the election. He held that if the vote in
o place at which polls were not held was suth-
cient to affect the result, the judges would pro-
bably say that the omission was fatal to the elec-

tion, but he did not think under the eircum-

]

stances that tlhie error did in any way void the
election. On the remaining question, he re-




