. 2eant of Puolice at Rat Portage. 'T'his was the

armv that was about to cause murder. (Laugh-
ter.) Mr. Lyon had been the stipendiary magis-
trate since 1879, and the people had been in-
formed that they were under Ontario rule,; and
they were satisfied, However, 2,000 cavvies had
been sent there by Macdonald, Shields, & Co.,
and they defied the Courts of Ontario. The
Magistrate and his constable were powerless,
and the law was almost suspended. 1t

' was  a  question at that timé whether

|

a force should be sent up to entorce the law
against these men. A resolution was passed in
the House to the effect that it was the duty of
the (rovernment to enforce the law in that
northerly and westerly territory. It was these
contractors of the Domimon Govermment who
defied the Jlaws of the Province, and
who  were  coercing  Manitoba to go
in  and take possession. (Hear, hear.)
It was reported to the Government that the peo-
ple at Rat Portage had become sick oi Manitobs
rule, and the orcinary standing population to s
large extent preferred the rule of Ontario ; that
suflicient forces should be sent, because the gaol
was about being completed—and by monzy voted
in this Honse without a dissentient voice—and it
was judged by Mr., Lyon that the time had come
for Oatario to take its place there. It wus June
before the arrangements could be made, as the
means of correspondence were such that eom-
munication was slow. However, the Com-
Inissloners  were sent, and he would
ke to see where the circumstantial
evidence was of corruption? The men were sent
and threats were wmade of war tromm Manitoba-
Manitoba brought down policemen in shoals
and spent money freely to supnort their men, bug
he had not heard that the people of Manitobas
were grumbling at the cost of Lhe allgged wiste
of money. The smnof 347,000 had been mon-
tioned as having tieen, wasted. by the Govern
ment, and the orezan of the “[lpulltiuu had
screamed ont that 3160,C00 had Leen spent, bug
now they seemed to have settled down to the
former sum. He could, however, tell the House
that not  one-quarter of $47,000 had
bean  spent— (cheers) -~ and when tha
House was informwed «f the exactsum it
would be touand to have been judiciously ex-
penaed. They knew what had t ken pinca at
Rat Portage. How the Ontario oflicials had been
resisted and people urrested by the Manitoba
ofhicials. The mmswructions given to ths otlicials
were riven to admimister the law without inter-
fering with Manitoba. They were to etay there
without trying to turn Manitoba out, They
were to use no force but in self-defence. DBut
they were not to allow Manitoba to turn them
out. They were to do their duty and stand by
their own Provinee,and let the Maniteba officials

Vo the same. (Cheers.) In all this the Ontario

Corgans of the Opposition had come out with
Ccolumn after column of screed that Ontario was

1

overthrown, beaten, and deteated, and he would
like to know where the patriotisin came in w.th
wineh the hon, leader ot the Opposition was  said
to hiave been mspired when ho applauded such a
courso as this. Mr. Hardy continued to review
the cour<e of the Opposition in making use of
telegrams which he showed conelusively had becn
stolen trom the custody of the Company,
and asked if  the receiver  was  not
as bad as the thief ? Hoe  traced
the history of the telegraph operator :'it;u.u:lt.un,
from his carveer in the Muskoka campugn, since
which he had boasted that he had, by lstening
at the othice at Broucebridge, stolen confidential
messages, 'ne telegrams read with such gusto
by the leader of the Hmmﬂitluu, had never been
answered, and as far as that from Mr, Aubrey
White was concerned, he couid say tha, it wa
tihe hirst tiune he had heard of it,
MR, DWIGHT'S LETTER,
He had a letter tron the General Maaager of

! the Great North-Western ‘I legraph Comyany,

addressed to Mr., Georga Loarden, Comini ssionaer
for Ontario, at Rat [Portage, OUntario, datea
August 10cth, 1885, which Le 1ead as follows ; —
*Yours of the Slst nlt, was duly received, and
I immediately commuunicated with our sSuperine
tendent at Winmpeg in relation to the matter, I
(ind that telegraphic arrangements at Rat Portage
are mainly under the control of the C, P. R. We
shall, however, endeavour to remedy any cause of
complaimt that may exist at thal pownt, and will
do everything inour power to put matters right.”

CAPT. BURDEN'R STATEMENT.
He then read the stotement of Captain Bur-
den, dated at Toronto, January 3rd, 1884, as foi-
lows

The undersigned boags to state for the informa-
tion of the Provincial Secretary, and with refers
ence Lo the accompunying documents—

Ist, That up to a very recent period a man

' named MeCarthy (a contractor's envineer, and a

| brother-in-law of 1. J. McDonald, one of the Sec-

tion B3 coniractors) has held the appointimment of
Postmaster at llat Portaze,
2nd. That the Postmaster never did duty as
such, but employed deputies from timme o time.
3rd. That the Postoflice has always been in a
building veenpied by the conlrnetors,
4th. That tor some time before and after the
election the deputy-postmaster wus a vyouny mau
nammed bosler, w Lo Il.'l:t_l..'[l ulso as lt‘l[‘_‘;{r“ph OPers
ator—the postotlice being also in the telegraph
vilice.
sth. That some months before the election a
young Inan named hluunlqu came o Hat
Portage and was housed and fed at the Section
' B headquarters, It was given out that he wus to
 be empioyed as bookkeeper to the #rm, but in.
- stead of that he was sworn in by McCarthy as as.
sistant posiroaster, and from that time ucled ug

| tage, Mr, James J,

such and also as a telegraph operator,

6th. The attention of the undersigned
was drawr to the cirenmstance by tho
fact of seeing him in the oflice and hearing it
stated that he had openly boasted of tapping the
wires in Muskoku for the Conservativa party dur-
ing the last local election there. 'I'hisgave colour
tothedea that he had been broughtto Hat Portage
by Shields for a similar purpose during the pen-
dency of the Algoma election,

7th. The undersigned piaced himself in commu-
nication with the I’. 0. Inspector at Winnipesg,.
und both vervally and by leiter represented
the circumsiances, anlso statiug that Shields
had free nccess to the oflice at all times. and
had been seen in it during the sorting and deliver-
ing of letters: but the luspector, though admitting
that the matter looked suspicious, took no actioa
in the way of removing the oflice, stat-
ing that  McCarthy wounld  shortly  va.
cate the appoiutment, when" the locality
of the oflice would be cuanged as a maiter of
course (McCarthy held the oflice nutil just one
month after the election, as was expecied by the
writer of the accompanying letter to the Rat Porte
age Argus). Stanton remained, and for some
timme acted as Deputy-Posunaster, =y

8th On the 18th Aug, st the wundersigned
received from the Superiatendent of the Great
North-Western Telezrunh Company at Winnipeg
a notifica ion that the C, P, Il wonld * Lauke pose
session ol their own wires for cornmercial busi-
ness alt lat Portage on September 1sg,
from which dnte connection’ - with the
Nortn-Western wounld cease,” 'I'he undersigned
personally interviewed the C, 1. R. authorities
at Winnipegand Ital Portage, and received an as-
surance that on the date named (Sept. 1st) the con-
necuon with theoffice 1n the Section Bbuilding (ibhe
Postotlice) would be cut and all business transaei-
ed at thedepot, The wires were cut, and for aday
or two no messages were Jreceived or transmitted
by esither Foster or Stanton, but in less than a
week communication was rostored, and things
remuained so until after the election, wnen com-
munication was again cut off, and s0 it remsins
to this hour,

Stanton has since left 124t Portage and gone to
Ottawa, where he is undersiood 1o have received
some apvointinent,

From references in the Winnipeg Timnes ne ws-
paper it is morally certain that the eypher and

~othoer telegras passing between the undersigned

and the Government were violated in the Rat
Portege offce,and that Stantou was brought there
for the purpose, "y

The following letter tromn Mr. H. McDouwall,
of the Great North-Wesiern Telegraph (‘on:»
pany, to Capt. Burden, dated August 10th, 1883,
wis then read as tollows : —

I have vours, dated 15th. Owing to the O, P, R,
people taking possession of their own wires for
commercial husiness, September first, our connec-
tion with Rat Portage will cease on that date. I
enclose a letter from Mr. Foster mn reference to
your complaint, which I trust will be satisfactory,

DEPUTY POST-MASTER'S LETTER,
Then there was the letter dated August 6th,

1883, from the deputy postmaster of Rat Por-
ll:‘unter, to Superintendent

MeDougall, of the G. N. W, Telegraph Com-

" pany, which he read as follows :—

“Yoursof the 41l received, and in reply I beg
to say that veither shields, MeDonuld, or any one
else has nceess 1o this oflice excepting Stanton,

who 1 have to assist me. 1 cannot see what ob- .

Jection there is to his being here any more than
myself, and I will be responsible for his keeping
everything priva'e that goes on in the office. It
is merely uw suspicion on Mr., Burden’s part that he
1S here to give information outside.

" ALis quite necessary for me to have an assis-
tant, and I will employ no one that I have not the
strictest conlidence 1n a8 10 their keeping every-

thing private.”

In continuing, Mr.2 Hardy said that it was the
first tine inu the history of this country that a
postoitice had been desecrated., It was
the first time in the history of ths
country that telegraph wires had been

thrown open to men in the employ of the hon,

members, or one of their agents, John Shields,
I'ne postoffice seals had been broken and the
telegraph plundered and prostituted when they
were In danger of open war. gTlhey wero
acling in quite a loyal manner. (Applause.)
He referred to the Apjohn trial, and held that
the voters who were retused the privilege of vot-
Ing were unable to give a description of their
property,  This, he held, was a valid
reason for not allowing these people to vote,
He also referred to the occasion when the Hon,
Mackenzie Bowell and others chartered a special
train from Winuipeg on the day of the Algoma
election to carry voters to the polling plaees, and
showed where three men had voted in three
or four divisions on the same  day.
There were no voters beyond one every ten or
fifteen miles. The day when MacKenzie Bowell
came down voling their men by hundreds is still
laughed at aud talked about, and he set the exam-
ple. The men hadbeen gathered from the base of
the Rocky Mountaing ana one voung man boust-
ed that he had gathered 86 of such voters,
Then the volunteers were wathered, and
between 300 and 400 wen came down
with the field battery to take vossession
of Rat Portage and driven ous {)ntario by the
cannon, (Cheers.) These men came down by
free passes, supplied by whow? These men,
the Opposition, laughed at such a wviolation of

- Ontario’s rights,  This was done in order to in-
- Limidate the voters of Rat Portage,

Mr. MEREDITH—Does he say that they did

intimidate yvoters,
Mr., HARDY —If thov were not sent down
for  this  purpose, what were all the

| bummers and rabble sent down for ¥

TI}uu after these shameful proceedings they
cried out about the case of Apjohn. Concluding,
he gave the leader of the Opposition joy of the

| stolen teiegrams, and he gave him welcome of his

cant, rant, and tustian about building up the

|
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