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Formal Opening of the House by the

Lieutenant-Governor.

THURSDAY, Jan, 24,

The formal opening of the Ontario Legislature
took place yesterday afternoon. Athalf-pasttwo
o'clock the Legislative Chamber was filled with
ladies and gentlemen, among whom were noticed
Lieut.-Governor Aikins (of Manitoba), Chief
Justice Hagarty, Justice Gali, Justice Rose,

Judge Boyd (of the county of York), Bishop

Sweatman, Bishop 'Mahony, Vicar-General

Laurent, Rev Johu Langtry, Rev Dr Dewart,

J K Kerr, Q.C., Mr H W Darling (President of
Board of Trade), ¥ Wyld, Thos Hodgins Q.C, J
George Hodgins (Deputy Minister of Kducation),

Capt Snider (Eglinton), Col Shaw, Sheriff Jarvis, |
Me J 8 McMurray, Consul of Norwav and

Sweden ; Mr K Von Heimrod, Consul of Ger-
many ; Mr Howard, Consul of the United States;
Mr Bendelaci, Consul of Italy; J Heibert
Mason, Lewis Moffatt, Col Miisom, Dr Oldrigit,
Dre Leslie ; W G McWillias, City Soheitor ;
Col G T Denison, Pohico Mazistrata ; J 5 Milier,

" Parry Sound,; W DBuckingham, Winnipeg ;

- Kivas Tully, C.E.; C P Clement, Berlin; Peter

- Ryan, I’ Hughes, J Gibson, P’ D Hughes ; Hugh

McMahon, €).C,, London, ‘The following were
among the ladies present :—Mrs Robinson, Miss
Robinson, Mrs Gzowski; Mrs H  Me.-
Mahon, London ¢ Miz J B Miller,

- Parry Soand; Mrs B B Hughes, Mrs ©* Hughes,

Mrs J K Kerr, Mrs Hervert Mason, Mrs W

- O'Connor, Miss O'Connor, and Mrs Morris.

His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor arrived at
ten minutes past three oclock, attended by Col
Gzowski, A.D.C., and Capt Gedaes, A D.C.,
and on ascending th e throne

'I;lm SPEARKER, addressing llis llonour,
saud :—

Muay it Please Your Honour :

The Legislative Assembly have elected me as
their Speaker, though I ain but littie able to
fuifil the nuportant duties thus assigned to me,
If, in the periormance of those duties, I should
at any time fall wmto ervor, [ pray that the fault
may be nuputed to me and not to the Assembly

whose servant |1 am, and who, through e, the |

better to enable them to discharge their duty to

the Queen and country, herein humbly ciaim all |
their undoubted rights and privileges, especially |

that they may have freedom of speech i their
debates, access to your person at all seasonable
times, and that their proceedings may receive

' from you the most favourabls consideration,

. The PROVINCIAL SECRETARY said:— |

- Mr Speaker, 1 am commanded by His Honour

the Lieutenant-trovernor to declare to you that
he freely contides in the duty and attachinent of
the Assembly to Her Majesiv’s person and Gov.
ernment, and, not doubt ng that thewr proceed-
ings will be conducted with wisdom, temper, and
prudence, he grauts, and upon all oceasions will

recognize and allow  their constitutional privi-
leges. 1 am commanded also to assure you thuat

the Asscmbly shall have ready access to the
Llaut.enam.-liuvern_ur upon all seasonavle occa-
sions, and that their procecdings, as well as your

words and actions, will constantly receive from |

him the inost favourable construction,

His Honour the LIEUTENANT-GOV.

ERNOR was then pleased to open the session by
tue tollowing gracious Speech :(— :

THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen oi the Legisiative
Asscmliy :

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to
your legislative duties as members of a new
Parliament convened for the first time since the
general election of the past year,

The occasion 1s rendered more auspicious by
o advent ofa new Governor-General, who by

1s public appearances and addresses has aul-
ready created a most favourakle impression on
the miuds of all classes in the Domimon. The
fact that His kixcellency is a trained and expori-
enced statesman is a guarantee that the hizn and

honourable position to which he b s been called

| by Her Majasty will be wisely filled.

I

1t 1s satistactory to know that during the past
year the Bureau of Statistics has contimued to do
good service by collecting and disseminating
trustworthy intormation respecting the agricul-

tural and manufacturing industries of the Pro- |
vince ; also that the ighly practical experiments '

whick: have done so much to justify the establish.-
ent of the Model Farm in connection with the
Agricaitural College have been continued witl
conspicuous advantage. The newly instituted
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streams used for the purpose of floating timber

?rill uo doubt again receive your earnest atten.
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 of agricultural knowladge will in 8 constantly in-

‘easl - g lling more
ree make the farmers cal
-y and remunerative.

abie duty last year to con-
it A WETILanrH upon the work done

_directed efforts to improve the sanitary con-
:1?;&::: ::lf the people’s homes promote longevity

.and ncrease the sum of general happinesz,
commend to your thoughttul consideration the

subject of rendering tho services of the Board
still more effective and valuable.

[t is with especial satistuction that I congratu-
late you on the early and successiul appuication
ot the Free Libraries’ Act. Following tllﬂ‘ux-
ample promptly set by the Provineial capital, other
municipalities have availed themselves of the pro-
visions of the Act, and taken steps to tax them-
selves for the establishment of free public libra-
ries. 1 hope that this is but the beginning of a
beneficent movement which will have far-reach-

ing effects,

You will be pleased to know that by a recent
decision of the Judicial Committee ot HEI_' Ma-
jesty’s Privy Council the right of Proviucial
Lagml:tures to regulute the traffic in intoxicat.
ing drinks is placed beyond controversy, L'he
judgments n this case and the msurance case,
and the decision that lands escheated to the
Crown for waut of heirs are the property of the
Province, taken in counection with the ob-
servations made by the learned judges
in disposing of these cases, have had a
reassuring effect on the public mind, by show-
ing that the federal principle embodied in the
British North America Act, and the autonomy
it was intended to secure for the individual Pro-
vinces, are like.y to be safe in the hands of the
Court of final resort in constitutional questions,

At the last session of the Federal Parliament |
an Act was passed declaring that the main lines '
of railways in the Province, and all railways now
or herearter conuecting with them or crossing

them, shali be subject to the legisiative autho-
rity of the Parliament of Canada. It will be for
vou to consider to what extent tlus enactment
removes from the control of the Provincial Leg:s-
lature roads which have been construct-
el under 1its authority and subsidized out
of the Piovincial Treasury : and
aiso to consider whether the British North Amer-
iea Act was intended to enable the Federal Par-
liament to mterfere in this manner with the
legislative authority of the Provincas,

I am glad to have it in iy power to state, as
the resuit of negotiations between my Govern-
ment and that ol Manitoba, that & case has been

agreed upon for a reference of the dispute re-

specting the inter-provincial boundary to the

"Judicial Committee of Her Majesty's Privy

Councill. The first question to be decided
under that reference 15 the validity of
the Award made by the arbitrators in
1878; and a coatroling condition of the
reterence is, that the hearing before the Privy
Council shall take place at o fixed date in the
present year. ‘The agreement includes interiin
arrangements in regard to all matters of Provin.
cial jurisdigtion., A bill will be submitted to
you for the purpose of giving full effect to those
parts of the agreement which require legislative
sanction.

Among the other measures to be submitted for

your consideration wili be a bill to render the
services of the Doard of Health more effective |

and valuable ; a vill to further improve the Ligquor
license laws: a bill consolidating and nOproving
the laws for the destruction of’ noxious weeds,
and for the arrest of = disenses affect.

ing fruit trees; a biil to authorize seco
locations by settlers who have obtained frg;l

grants and have parted with them ; a bi'l to pro- |

v'nia voters’ lists for the unorganized parts of the
1 rovince ; and a bill for the further improve-
ment of the Election Law, and for the preven.
tion and punishment of corrupt practices at

elections,

In this connection I mwvite your attention to |
the expediency of further ex tending the already

Iil::era[ franchise which prevails in this Province.
The subject of protecting the public interest in
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The reports of the various departments of the

public service for the past year will be laid before
you. Amn}:g these are, for the first time, re-
ports on the important subject of forest preserva. '
tion, and the report of the Inspector appointed
under the Judicature Act to mspect the county

offices connected with the Administrati i
tice in the Provinee, nistration of Jus

The reports of the Inspectors of Asylums show

that further aceommodation i sl
and I commend th i; u“ ation 1s needed for idiots,

ubject to yourjhumane atten-
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as low as possible,

I Lrust that the legislative labours of this first

session of a new Pnrliamantmay be characterized
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by as high a degree of prudence, woder
and intelligence as those of any previous
llament,

The Lieut,-Governor then retired,

The usual salute was fired by the T
Field Battery under command of Capt, J.
and the guard of honour was s detaclunent «
Royal Grenadiers, Capt. P. Ball in coms
The body-guard was a detachment of the G
lﬁrrJ_:mteml’ﬂ Body Guard in command of )

enison,

The SPEAKER took the chair.
VARIOUS RLIPORTS.

_ The SPEAKER mformed the House ths
Clerk of the House had received from the )
certificates and reports relating to the eied
tor South Wentworth, West Lambton,
3‘_'!!‘1{, Cornwall, Kineston, South Vietoria,
Simcoe, Prescott, Halton, West Northug
iand, Muskoka and Parry Sound, Leed
Urrenvide, Lennox, West York, Wes:
]':'1ht Elgin, East Northumberiand, North
Cardwell, West Middlesex, South Renfrew
ttmf: new writs had been issued for Weat S,
Carleton, West Middiesex, and South Red
and that elections had been held for those

A QUESTION OF ORDER.
Mr. MEREDITH —I want to ssi where

reports ol the judges came from to the Cle

The SPEAKER—They came accordng
usual practice, =

Mr. MEREDITH—DBy what hand di
repoerc of the judmi in the case of South Re
reach the Clerk of the House? I awm ind
that at the time the report of the judge w
ceived by the Clerk there was an appes! por
before the Court of Appeal. It seews to 3
this is 2o, there was no authority for the iss
the writ or the holding of any election. 1
like to ask by what hand they were receive
the Clerk ¥

The SPEAKER —<Tley were received: or
20th of December, by mail.

Mr. MEREDITH--Was there no letter

The SPEAKER- -1t came just in the ord
way,

Mr. MEREDITH -1t would seem to me
there ought to be some letter accompanying

. reports, to show how they are seat. Wi

they come from the rofe judzesor the Re:
of the Court ot Appeal does not ADHRLY,

- +eems to me that there ought to be e ki

i
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report accompanying them. As unde
the matter th  rota judges delivered a w
judgment, and as | understand the mat
indges d'sagreed and an appeal was e
Lhese judguients were not intended to e
vntil the anp=al had been disposed of, 1
know how the report could have been seat
the appeal had been disposed of,

Mr. MOWAT—The hou. gentleman is us
mistake. What they differed about was ¢
question of disqualification ; that the el
was void and the seat vacant they both a.

Mr. MEREDITH —~Perhaps the Attc
(General can give us some information. It
stranga to me that the matter shouid co
this shape. I understand that there is an
yending by the netitioner.

Mr. MOWAT—I don’t think that anv
was pending. There was no notice of
given, and no other proceedings talien t
end. There wag, indeed, a depisit of
mace as a preliminary, but that was withd
Notice wasat one timegiven by Do, D) owiing
itention to appeal, but that was withdraw:
that cannot be taken advantage of by the
side.  Dr. Dowling chose to appeal and t‘"J
draw the appeal. |

Mr. MEREDITH —The Attornev-Gener
not answered my uestion as to how the r
came into the hands of the cleri.

Mr. HARDY —According to the usual w
apprehend. The judges sent the certificat
and the mere fact of an appeal being e
does not affect the sending of returns t
House, Tie certificates come in due gourse
party being unseatad, |

Mr. MEREDITH—T ke the Muskokd

Mr. HARDY -1 apprehend there wi
found a return in the C erk’s hands,

Mr. MEREDITH--Oh no,

Mr. HARDY —Berause it is an appeal.
cases are entirely different. |

Mr. MEREDITH have nol got an a
to my question, by what hand the rr;turﬁsi
to the Clerk of the House. |

Mr. HARDY —There certainly can be ng
in the contention. As 1 understand thes
be no question about the judge: havingzsent

Mr. MEREDITH It seems to me that
should be some official record as to how
records came here,

Mr. HARDY —Thev came from the jud

Me. MEREDITH—I understand the la
that when the judgment is pronounecad the
of the judges is delayed in the event of an :
being entered until the appeal has been de

Mr. HARDY —Thas is the Dominion ia

Mr. MEREDITH It certainiy is so
Dominion Act, and I understand it is the
in the Provineial,

Mr. HARDY —No ; in the Provincial ]
Act states that whether a member is unses

-

not the judges’ cﬂrLiﬁEtte shall 1ssue. S
55 ot the Controverted Kiections Act reads

+ At the conclusion of the trial the jud
judges who iried the petition shzll dete
whether the member whose election or ret



