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House. ‘Maatever expenditure occurred since
the buiid® = ofY*he IL:formatory was made in
pursuance a vole of the ilouse., The 1|ul‘.~a_l}ull
wits not w. sther the Province or the .Huu}}l the
late Mr. Mercer slionld have the estate, but it .“f"’”
betwoen the Mrovinee é¢nd the Dominion, i'he
institution was a vory valuable ong, and neces-
sary (o acontinuance of the prison system which

had been inausureted in the Provinee. In the
(‘entral Prison men nione were contined ;mgl pun-
iahed, and there was need of a corresponding in-

stitution for women, as recommended from Lime
to time by ihe Inspector of Prisons in his reporis.
[ndeed the osinion had been (reguently express ed
that it was ol more impo-tance Lhan the Central
Prison itself, to hate a proper institution for tae
reform of female Crimin W2, beciiuse o her PITOVI-
aion ha ! heen made for mal eriminals. while no
nrovision had hitherto been mude for the females,
10 had ne donht that It was a provision
which this House would have sanctioned out of the
nublic revenne : hul when tils dale camrentothe
hands of the Governwment it was thought that, in-
st of nlacing the proceeds in the Treasary, 1t
woiuld be a tittine thin * to apply it Lo the erection
of come institution which would bear ilr. Mercers
name.  Mre. Mercer was in his lifetime a man of &
enevolent and Kin iy feeling, as testitied io ll"o"
those who had known him. Thesums which had beon
spent in anticipation ol realizaltion on Lthis estate
had not been taken out of the consolidatea fund,
Lint bad heen obtained by a personal arrangemaont
with one of the Nanlks, in the expectation that the
amoiaut would have hbeen returned long before
now. whict would have been the case if the 1o
minion Government had not set up a claim to the
pProperiy. If the HHonse would exaniine 1inw the
history of the ca<e it would be found that the late
Me. AL oreer died while the Government of Mr.,
Sandtieid Incdonald was in power, * and
the estale was taken possession ol 1Ok
bv him (Mr. Mowat), ner by his predecessor,
Ve, Blwke, but by Me Sandiield Macdonald, who
was Premier at che time, angd whose (sovernment
wils supported by hon. gentiemen opposite,
(Cheeps.y 1t washy that Gaverniment that a come-
mission was issucd to ascertaan what the estaio
consisted o, and the nroperty was in the nDog $es-
gion of the =andlleld Government at the time they
went ot of ottice. (Cheers.)

V. LAUDEL <There wai no report made by
that & rivinent on the sabjecel

Vi, MOWAT-<No, they-collected the facts, but
they «did not report them to the Honse, but we re-
ported a< soon as we had any facis to communi-
cate. (Cheers.) Continuing, he saia that suits
WOere ! sossalrlly brouglhit fuor & realization of the
nroperty on the ground that escheated property
belonced Lo L 'rovinee, and the Conrts all recoy

nized the riecht of the Provinos The guestion
Wil raisl in Lower (' anadia, however, and one

) l-!‘_.":l' decided that eschi ated 'llr"";."”‘l?l shouid RO 1O
the Dominion, but his decision was appeanled from,

and the hichest court 1n that rovinece gave
a unanimous deecision in favour of the FYro
vince., duaring the time ar. Justice rournter

Wils dinister o Justiee for the Dominion
he (Mr AMowat) bad some correspondence with
him on the subject, and the MMinister not unnatur-
allv took & view in favour of the Dominion. On
Mre., Blake s aling him as Minister of Justice,

an arranzcement was made waith the Ontario sov
ernment 1o rocoenize the decision of the highest
cowtrt in Lover Cgnada.and auless and until some
proper deci<ion w arrived at Ontario should be

treated us entitlea 1o the properiy as eschealed
for want of heirs. After that the Ontarioc Govern-
ment passed a new Aci, founded upon their being
antitled 0 the ool DO orey, :lliil Ill:'ihi.!]_.f
provi“ion lfor tue réalization or 1t Thnat Act was
allowed o remanin law by the Governor General,
and was tceted upon afterwards. At the time the
Goverament asked the tHonse to sanclion the ap-
Dropriation ol Proriion uf the estate 1o bulld the
Merceer Reformntory they had not the slight
est ground Lol stupposinz  that any  other
view wonld ever be tken of the question than
that which had bveen adomed by the Courls,
Ih I'*':.i'-'f'.l ¢ Lo th eharve that the son had bieen
ciected trom the pronerty, he o inled out that the
lot at the eorner of Bay and Wellinzton streets
was a veinable properiy. and not such as should
be occupied by a small cottave. and the (sovern-
ment thonzsht that in the interests of the coantry
they were justitied in realizine upon it, and an
action was brougnpt for that purpose. DBat the son
Wils 1N possession shitl, and what was mogpe, alter
these proceadings had been taken, and atter he
had freely sadmivted on oath the weakness ol his
claim throucsh his et nnate urth, e began to
SCeL UpAaciimas 4 T Fieimiate 201 ol the fant e _'ulr_
Mercer. Thena will and a marriagze certilicutoe
were forved, as they wore declared by the Courts
to be forgories, and the elaim was thrown out,
The decisicm of the Courts that escheated
property bLelonged to the Province was by
some influence taken exception to by the
Dominion Covermment, and an  appeal was
taken to M <upreme Court in the name of voun
Mercer, by e My at tue instance of the Dominion

(zovernme L the fesult, already Enown, that
Lhie Chiied ¢oand the senior Judge decided in
favour of ti t'rovinee, while the other junages
i‘.:H.- ire f L1 ]‘ Fiiiininn. ['u{ll“' th 514 {'it‘u.urn.~
stances it was mwowniiest that the Government had

deallt most Liberaliy - with  young  Merceer.
When the question eame before the House,
no proposition was male for an appropria-
von ol e proceeds of the estate oilher
than in the way proposed by the Government.
Wheneverthecosts weretaxable they had been tax-
ed,and whenever they were not he had been guided
oy the usual and necessary allowance for similar
WOrkK. 1nere wore a groul nueny Mor.sages Lo i-ﬂ
realized ; thore was the cost of anagcment, ete,
Of whiech a very larve portion wonld be '.,I,m.”,“:
enarged agalast the estace, even {1 Lthey did nltim -
afely lose the estale, becanse they were incurred
in .'_I:I_I'Ii];lr.li_.': LO realize the o Lt L, Hoe Wils llu]',“.
satisiled that the public, understandine the fucts,
would find noditlicnity in percelving that the very
Tl course had STCILEl Inken nnder L he I'II'['II.I'i‘
slanees. The Government voye Ially justitied l‘il
everything they had done. VVith recard to the
maoiion he _F::t.' not the slichkest obiection to jr‘
Mr. LAUDER denied that the estale was Iilli!'l.'l
possession ol by Saodiield Vinedonald when \L-
toruney-General. The commission of enquiry Wils
issued In December, 1871, and going out nl'*uﬂi;'ﬁ
i the same month Lhot was e only step taken
Mr I”“[w" ' ¥fhat wasallhecould do. . =~
Mr. LAUDVER -That was & y P
had not taken possession, 'l he could do, but he

Alr. MOWA'T —He had taken possession of the

L anpointmen

' NoL statoeed ti

| that a commis

PaLers.

Mr, LAUDER contended that the Sandfield
Mocdonald Government as a Governinent had not
tal.en possession of the estate,

Mr, MOW AT said thattheact was a praiseworthy
one, yet he tried to shilt the responsibility on some
otber body's shoulders. Why did he not assuiue the
responsibility tor such a good act as the escheat-
iny of the esiate,

Mr. MOWA'T S0 [do.

vir. LAUDER said thac 13 out of the 19 who
voled for the escheat e (pressed Ltheir dissent from
appiving the money in any particular direction
until the matter was finally settled.

The motion then passed.,

LIQUORR LICENSE ACT.

AMr. {:IH:-'Uf!ll:nnilmnl moved ** Tor a return
showing for each license distriet the number of
Lidaes in which, under sections 62 and 63 respec-
tiveav of the Liguor lacense Act., the powers of
County Judges have been exercised in the matter
ol (¢) revoeation ol licensdes improperly obuuned
and () the investirration of negligence of inspec-
tors.” The reason he made the motion was bhe.
cause under the Act some persons had becn guilty
of nerdizence. The provision allowing judzes to
cance! lieenses when cercain clauses of the Act
had heen infringed was not taken advantage of
sutiiciently. He thought that the return would
show the provision was availed of seldom or
never., ‘'he” object of the second portion of
the returi Wils 10 ascertain how far
the provision previding for the removal of in-
spectors for glaring neglizence was enforeed. He
wias not aware of any such ease, s members of a
community dul not care to assuame the respounsi-
bility of enforeing these elauses.

Mr. HARODY was inelined to think that there
we e no such eases, and if 80 it might be well to
aliow the maoltiva to gtaud pending enquiries,

e MEREDITH was surprised, after therecent
gtatement ol itne Attorney-Genera  rezarding the
successiul workinge of the Crooks Act, 1o hear the
stitements of the memoer for H.'J.ll.iﬂ'.‘l,'lll. W0
sought to throw =« blame upon the county judges,
which should properly rest on the Government,
whose duty 1l was  to enforce these pro-
visions and disiniss nexligent inspectors. He
knew of one chse awvhere, althouzh comnlaint
had been made ¢f the conduet of a License In-
spector, the Government refused tointerfere,
was said that the member for West Middlesex
<100d between the lllilll.‘L‘[ul‘ and the (zovernment,
He had himsell seen tne papers connected with
the complaint,

Mr. HARDY thouzht that if his hop. friend had

| seen the papers liis mewory was badfor he would

have recollected that far from the Government
aecihining to interfere it did interfere and ordered
un investigation, which took nlace before the
I vlice l'f'l.;_l-ﬂ!'..lw_dl Straturoy, wio was appointed
a Cominissioner for that purpose. The Governe
ment had rone as rfar a3 the circumstances of the
case appeared to warrant.,

!

Eu! Il"!'li .n.tlmit_tt-f!. that he knew of the
¢ O a Commissioner, but he was not

| CI O W red to take evideaece on oath, and the

(:‘.-:.Illlll1,"- o -ll-_ll reason was insutileient,

. HARDY asked why the hon. gentleman had
DL | ) il belore when he knew of it. instead
OLcharging the Govern'ment or the Denartment

T T " Y 0
Wit retosing to take any action. The faet was
lon was issued, but it simply Adid
m:r_ St I'l_-' Hon, gentieman.

Lae motion was allowed to gta -,

THE CONDUCT OF COUNTY JUDGES.

Me. MEERFDITH moved for * eonies of all cor-
respondence with the authoricies of the Dominion
with rafercnce tothe power of removing County
Court Judzes: a statement of all commnissions of
enaguiry with reference to the conduct of any
County Court Judere 1ssued sinee the passinge of
the Aot for abolishing the Court of Impeachment:
and COPIed of all correspondence hetween dni
member or otficer of the EKxeeutive Government
of the Provinee and any judge whose conduet has
formed the i!"'_:-:-;'T of snueh t*ll‘i"-li"_'-' with relerence
tothe enquiry or nis resignation of his ofilee,” H¢
made the motion. he explained, owing to some

| 1 ¥ W " 1,..:_ ® r, w - "| L] L]
 ohservations  which recently fell from the

Commiszsioner of Crown Lands, who had
chaurzed the Dominion Government with in-
terieringe with Provineidl courts Ol of
their hostility to the Ontario Government.
A recent decision had, however, vindicated the |
course of the Dominion Government. 'The case of |
the ounty Judge of Huron was a ease now so |
pablie that he felt at hberty to refer to it. A !
scandaious state of atlairs existed in that county,

| and 1t was rnmoured that the Attorneyv-General
| had received the resignation of Judgze Squiers. !f

!h.‘ll wis 50, and the Government had not availed
isell of the opportunity to put an end to the exist.

CAng state ol atlairs, then they were much to blame,

The motion was allowed to stand at the request
of the Attorney Ueneral.

THE BUDGET,
Mr. MEREDITIH enguired when it was the in-

Ctention of the Governmen! 10 submit their tinan-

Clal sintenient to the House,
Mr. MOWA' said the Treasurer would make

i his statement on Thur«dav.

PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS.

Mr. BELL called the attenticn of the Govern-
ment to the fact that be returns asked for re-
specting the new Parliamnment Baildings had not
yel been brouzht dow lie enquired when the
papers would be brougit down.

Mr. FRASKR said the papers were in course of
prenaration, and for auzht he Kknew. they were
ready to be submitted to the House. 'Thev cer
tainly werenot being kent back for any purpose, and
there was nothing in conneciion with the watter
that would nct bear the lisht of day.

RETURNS,

Mr. HARRDY presented a rveturn of bonds and
securities redisterad in the Provincial llegistrars
ui'!i.-.‘w since the last return,

Uhe House adjourned at 4:45,
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