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fOURTH PARLIAMENT—-THIRD SESSION.

(L3y Our Own Reporters, )

— e

Moxpay, IFeb, 6.
TLe Speaker took the chair at three o'clock.
PETITICNS.
ae following petitions were presented ;-

By Mr. Sinelair--Of the trustees- of the Elgin |

College, praying that an Act may pass to incorpo-
ratc them under the name of the Trustees of the
Klgin College,

By Mr. Tooley—Of the County Conncil of Mid-

d]esuz_\. for certain amendmealsto the jury law re-
specting the second seiection,
By Mir. Lyvon—Of J. . Parsons and others, of

Algoma, for certain amendments to the Act regu- |

lating the law of evidence.
By JMr. Gibson, of Hamilton--0f the Great

Weslern Bailway Company, praying that the Bill |
respecting the London and Port Burwell Railway

Company nuly not pass,

By Mr Cook—-0Of the County Counecil of Simcoe, |

for a grant inaid of the Georgian Bay Canal.

By Mr. Watcrs —-Of the County Counceil of Mid-
diesex, praying for such an ainendment to vhe As-
sessment Act as will make all personal property
liable 1o assessment, instead of being exempt up to
one hunared dollars, I’

By Mir. Gibson, of Tamilton—0Of the Gr West.
ern Railway Comnany, maving that the Bill re-
specting the London Junction Railway Company
may not nuss.

By Mr. Gibson, of Hamilton—Of the Great VWost-
ern [ ailway Company, praying that the Act re-
spee .z the Toronto, lHamilton, and Bufialo Rail-
way ‘ompany may not pass,

-By Ron. Mr. Morris—0Of the City Council of To-
ronte. prayvinz for such on amfendment in the
Mechanics' Lien Act as shall make it meet the
just demands of the workmen.

By Mr. Morgan—){ the County Counceil of Nor-
folk, prayving for certain amendinent(s to the jury
Jaw respeciing the second sejection,

By Mre. Gibson, of Hamilton—-0! the Great \West-
ern ilailway Company., prayving that the 13l re
spectine the Port RHowan eand Lake Shore Railway
Company may not piass,

By Mr. Givson, of tHamilton—Of Geoarze Mad-
docks gnd others, of Hamilton, praying for certain
amenda.aents to the Act rezulating vhe law of evi
dence respeciing the administzation of oaths,

By Mr. Gibson, of Hamilton-0Of the City Coun-
cil of Hamilton, praying tor certagin amendments
to the Act respecting Boards ol Police Cominis-
sloners,

By Mr, Bay —Of the Viilage C'ouncil of Arthur,
respecting certain protective elanses in the Act of
Jast session relating to the Toronto, Grey, and
Bruce Railway C'ompany, and io confirm a certain
acreement with the Grand Trunk Railway Com-
pany.

By Mr. Cook 07 the County Counceil of Simcoe,
for an emendinent to the raunicipal law respecting
the avpointiment of anditors,

By Mr., Cook—0Of the Conuty Council of Simcoe,
for a grant to as«ist in the buildinz of a bridge
acrozss the narrows ol Matehednsh Bav,

By Mr, Cook —-0Of tne Township Council of Tay,

yru.yinu: that the I3ill to incorporate the town of |

enetanguishene may not pass,
By Mr. Gibson, of Hamilton—-0O0 W. W. [loss

and others. of Hamiiton, praying that scientilie |
temperance text-books may be introduced into !

Common =Schools,

By Mr. Breveton -Of the Town Council of Port
Hope, prayving that market fees may not be abol-
ished until tolls on county roads are done away
wit b,

By Mr, Freeman=0Of the Town Council of Sim-
coe, praying that the Hili respecting the Brantford
and Port Barwell RRailway may not pass,

By Mr. Baskerville -Of the City Couneil of OL-
tawa., praying that market fees and tollson county
roads may be abolished.

By Mr. IRobinson {lkent)—Of the Town Couneils
of Chathgm and resden, :nd of the Village
Couneils of 01l Springs, Wallaceburer, Blenheim,
and Petrolea, praving that the 1ill relating to the
Erie and Huron Railway Company may not pass.

FIRST READINGS.

The following Bills were introduced and read a
first time :—

An Aect to incorporate the Medonte Tramway
Company—Mr. Cook,

An Act to amend the Aet incorporating the
Midland Land Company - Mr. Cook,

An Act to amend tho Act resne ‘."'it'l",.?,' Innl't.gug.:ns
and the sale of peraonal property--Mr. Nairn,

An Actto amend and extend the Aet of incor-
poration of ihe I’ort Rowan and Lake Shore Rail-
way Company—Mr. Morzan, ‘

An Act toamend the Aet respecting the election
of members of the Legislative Assembly—DMr.
Waters. . :

An Act to simplify the practice of conveyanging
and amend the law of property—>Mr. Mowalt,

THEE MERCER ESTATE.

Mr. LAUDER moved for a return showinz re-
ceipts and expenditure 1n detail since ihe daic of
Jast return connecied with the estate of the late
Andrew AMiercer, showing also in usaparate ac.
count a deiailed sitatement ol the uua‘tlnl’ the build-
ing known as the Andrew Mereer ;ufurumt_ur}'.
At the time of the death of the late Andrew Mer-
cer the value of his eslate was placed at about
$£135.000 in stocks, real estate, securities, and per-
sonal property. ‘T'his amount was tal.en possession
of by the Ontario Gun-r‘mueul.myl it might be
that they would be required to rt;luu[i the whole
s expended by them out pf this estate, which
amounted to $161.00. ‘T'his expenditure had
exceeded the realization out of the eslale, Or ih
other words, the Government had trenched on
Provincial funds in_ antieipation of sales of pro-

rty and securities belonzing to the estate. I'he
amount realized so far from the estate had only

- were no votes taken in the House to expend anv {
- moneys on account of the Mercer estate other tham |~
out of the procecds of the esiate, and if it was | =

- e ——

Provincial chest,withoutavoteofl the House. There

shown that the Provincial funds had been paid
out on a fund to which it was doubtful if the Gov-
ernment had a sound eclaiin., tneir course was
certainly deserving of blame., It was doubtful if
there was aconsiitnenceyinthe Provineethat wonld
support the Government in takingthis money from
those who were entitled to it, if the guestion were
suhnitted to them. The course of the Govern-
ment respecting this estate went to show that the

regarded it as a pleasant picking for their politica

friends, for it was found that no less than $14,00
was spent ont ©f it in law costs. It would be
disastrous to the Government if it was found that
they would nltimately have to ask the House to
vole the entire amount of this estateto those who
the Courts would decide were entitled to it. On
the merits of the question he contended that On-
tario had no claim to the estate, and it was a gross
act of injustice to take it from the lawful/
Liejrs, ¢ charged the Government with
having interfered with the yprivate af-
fairs of the claimant to the property.
He contended that neither the Dominion nor ths
Imperial Governments wounld have dealt so harsi-
Iy with the claimants to an estate as had been
done in this ease, and the Government would tind
that the people of the country had more sympathy

with the Viercer family than they imagined. |

Mr. MOW AT saud that most of the observations
made by his hou. {ricnd had been mnade before,
and the circumstanees to which he referred pre-
sented nonew points. He (Mr, Lauder) had ex-
pressed on several occasions the oninion that the
estateof a person who died Jeaving illeritimate
cinldren, with no otuer ciaimants, should go
to the children. Ile entirely diifered from
him in that respect —that there should
be a recognized difference in  the law
oi this coontry as regards lezitimate ‘and illegiti-
maie children. It was beeause of that dilference
that a portion of this property had been taken for
publie purposes. His hon. friend had said that
publie sympathy wuas in favour of the illegitimate
son of Mercer, 1 the public were aware of the
facts there wonld Le no=uch symmpathy, 'There
hvrul been a numoer ol such ecases bhefore his asten-
tion wiile ocenpyving his present position, and the
course taken depended verv mach apon the eir- |
cruimstanees ol the case and the value of tae estate, !
Inthe present case the estate was o very large one |
and enabled tuem to qettle on the illegitimate son
ol Mr, Mercer a touch larzer income than his
1ather had ever heen accustomed to exnend, It
appeared from the evidence that $1,000 a year
was the utmiost of the father's exXnenscs durine
his liretime, and they had settled upon the son
and his rfamily a sum exeeeding that amouant.
It appeared that his father had contemy laved
il him in bosgession ol atarm, and intimmated
that he did not intend doing anything more for
hith, e had endeavoured o tind*ouni vhat the
futher's views were., and the whole of the evidoence
was to the eilect that he did not contemplate doing
anything more tian that for him—that the Gov-
ernment should t«lke the property and make the
best of it, They had not only secured
to the son the ferm property, but had aiso
settled upon his family a very considerable addi-
Lonul sum. ‘The only ground upon whieh
it could possibly be said a sudicient snm had not
been settled upon the son and his Tamily was that
everything should go: that no matier what the
views of the facher were, and if he choose to die
without a will, that the whole of the esta e should
o toan illegitimate son. e repudiated that as a
prineiple that should boe recoznized in any eiviliz-
cid and Chmstinn land, and hoped his hon.” friend
would never ask a Legislature to pass an Aect of
that Kind. The reason the money was settled upon
the family was that it was fouad that the son was
& thritftless, extravacant man,

Mr. LAUDIEI-T iun wold it is not trac.

Mr, MOW AT said he had felt it his duty, ocon-
pring the position he dod in relation to the estate,
to ascertain how that was. He had no wish to
find it was so, It mmade no diderence to him whe-
ther the property went to him absolutely or was
settied in such a way that he eould not dispense
with it, in order that his wife and  ehildren mizht
be assured of a muintenance out of it. The only
resson why he hiad inteciered was that upon en-

niry he had found sueh to be the character of Lthe
yvoune man, that in all probability his wife and
tamily would become penniless in a very short
timue unless the money was settied in that way
and a maintenance sccurcd. The farm nen
perty was not settied i¢ that way. The
voune man eoula do as he wished with it

t was an wet of paternal affestion and prudence,
and was often exercised by afatherinorder to pro-
tect propecty from the extfavazance of a son, and
the circumstances of the ¢.se were such that he
had thought it proper to propose to the House that
such a course shouid be taken. 'That course had
bheen taken by the lHouse,  His hon, friend had
said that the taking of property, left by aman who

dies leaving illesitimate children, by the Govern-

ment was an old feudal law, that we have not

acted upon the prineiple that would have been

Cacted upoa by the Government of England. He
Cdisputed that assertion, and moreover thought 1t

was a good law, ‘The late Mrs. Mercer was not
entitled to any special favour whatever. 1t was
found after her death that she obtained possession
of large sums of money,and there was nopretence
but tlaluL she apprepriated that to which she had |
no right.

Mre. LAUDER—Yon would have taken even
that from her it you could have done s50. .

Alr, MOWAT said they did not attempt to take |
those smms, thouzh perhans they would have |
been jusiified in doing so if they had decided on |
that course. In hisg report he recommended that

' AMrs. Aercer shoald not be interfered with in her

possession of the=e sums, and she was notl inter-
fered with., Amonzst the papers left by the late
AMre. Mercer thoere were some memoranda in which
ne detatled the erusity and dishonesty of the late
Mes, Mercer towards him., He (Mr. Mowat) would
not have allud:d to the conducet of the mother and
son, but after the statements made in the speech |
of the member forlkastGrey it would M impossibie
to have avoided doing so in order that the public
might  fully understand how the maiger
stood ., No  exnenditure had been made
for the erection of the Mercer Reformatory
withoat havins received the sanction of the
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