Mr. FRENCH moved, “ That in the opinion of

this House it is expedient to inerease the juris-
dietion of the several County Courts, as follows :—
(1) In actions under sec. 19, sub-sec. 1, H.5.0, can.
43, Lo $50) : (Z) In actions on coutracts under sub-
sec. 2, 1o $1.00: (3 In acuors ol replevin, under
sub-see. 5, to 352 ; and that a Committee of this
House be appointed to prepare and bring in a Bill

accordingly. The mover said, in placing this mo-

tion upon the paper, he did not wish to assume |
any ol the responsibility in connection with lewsis- |

lating upon this question. He merely desired to
call the attention of the Attorney-General to the
auestion of increasing the jurisdiction of the
County Courts, which would. in his opinion, result
in great benefit to the country. He had not at-
tempted to set out in what respect this should be
done.but would ask that a commitiee be appointed
toreport upon thesubject in grearerdetail, He said
that the jurisdiction of the Division Courts had
been inereased, and this had redueced the amount
of business done by the County Courts. The re-
turns would show that the business in the County
Courts had fallen ot mnore than half in the last
three or four years., 1'he usefulness of the County
Court judges in many respecis was gone,
andd the judges in the eastern sections
of the.country to his knowledge were painstaking
and careful, and quite responsible to perform
duties outside of their present jurisdiction, He
was also of opinion that the judges of the western
seclion. with very few exceptions, possessed great
ability. Why should these gentlemen go without
occupations while the Supevior Court Judges
have <o much work, as was cvidenced every day

“py the report of the business done at Oszoode
it

12 He was satisfied that, with inereased juris-
dic tion in the County Courts, a greater amount of
business wonld be done, and result to t.lu-: patisfac-
tion of the litizants of the country—while the cost

| of County Court actions was only about halt of

' that in the Superior Courts. e was of the opinion
that this would have the symputhy of the House,
- especially among that elass ol gentlemen called

laymen, and that it was a subject whieh .L;.ht_nlld La
fully diseussed and an expression ol opinion ob-
taigied upon it in order that the Government might
feel strengthened in adopting sueh ineasures as
were requisite. This would be Inereasing the
jurigliction of the County Court in actions nunder
sec. 19. sub-see, 1, L. &, 0., cap. 43, from 3200 to

' «5X). Actions on contracts under sub-sec. 2, froin

$400 to 1,000, and in actions of replevin under sab-
sec. 5, from 8200 to $500, | '
Mr. MOW AT said he had given to this subject
his clear and anxious consideration, and the opin-
ion he had rormed was that it would not be advis-
able to go further in the direction indicated at
the present time. Theyv had made such changes
in the '["I‘UFH‘I].III'[!‘ of the courts as (o have the Lerm
 revolutionary " applied. These changes were so
important that time .-shn:uhl be allowed wherein Lo
have the practice delinitely settled,  All sorts of
questions upon practice and pleading had arisen,
and these could only be sottled by actual
subseguent  decisions, [t was of great mo-
ment that there should be untformity 1n
practi#p under the new Act, and this
proposal would stand in the way. If they took
away from the Superior Courts a large part ol
their business, then the decisions rezarding prac-
tice would constantly be called tor in the County
Courts, and these wonld not be so authoritatively
received as if given in the Superior Courts, It was
impossible to frame any system by which these
matters conld be settled otherwise than at the cost
of the clients. should the solicitor adopt a wrong
]H‘ﬂﬂt?dilt'l}. The County Court Ju.l-_:g.;_]““l' ilITl‘{hl}'
a great many duties, but the diminution in litiga-
tion was not only true of the County Courts, but

of all the Courts except the Division Courts, which |

had alargely inercased jurisdiction, Notwithstand-

ing this dimution the judgzes of the County Courts |

have still a large amount of business to do, The
whole practice under the Judicature Act had to be
mastered. In addition to that they were in the

habit almost every session of imposing new dutiey |

upon the County Court judges who complained of
it continually. I'ml--t- all the cireumstances he
thought that it would be inexpedient to deal with
the matter at present, That Legislature had done
more in the way ol law reform duaring the past
fow years than had been done for many previous
years, or wmore than wouid probably be done
again,

Mr. MEREDITII rezretted the refusal of the
Attorney-Gencial to consider the motion, lle
thounght that the Government were taking a stand
gimilar to that taken with reference to the exten:
gion of the jurisdietion of the Division Courts,
when they were eventually compelled to considen
the matter. He thouzht that the extension of the
jurisdiction of the Divtsion Conrts nud proved
eminently satisfaztory to the eountry, and it was
a necessary sequence that the jJurisdiction of the
County Courts should be inereased, It scemed
to him practically the County Courts had nothing
to do. The judges of theso courts had become

judges of Division Courts, If the County Coures |

were to be retained at all, their jurisdiction onght
to be increased as faras proposed in the motion
before the House. The d!m:*nlt,}' of applying the
new practice to suits ol $20) would not be in-
creased he contended if the sum was 8500, He
was afraid that the Attorney-General was under
the influence of '1l'urﬂ_:lt 'l.h'l.“r'_"n"‘i‘.‘i in the course he
wns pnl'ﬂtlin_'.:'. The T'f?l'llllt:‘ [lll‘ml'.:l}ullt_lim conn-
try was that the administralion of Justice should
he decentralized. and the motion belore the House
would be a step in that direction,

Mr. FRASER disputed the assertion that de-
centralization would result from the increasing
of County Court Jurisdietion.  All prelimin-
ary prucvt‘:dln;..:-n in suits  were coimnmenced
and ecarried on in the particular county in
which the action was brought, and it was not until
fanlt with the decision ol the ju lze or Lhe verdiet
was found that ‘”I'E SUIl Was taken to o hizhep
conrt, but it was tae same in the supecior Courts,
the proceedings ol which Ivrn!l-l be revised in
Toronlo., Solaras decent I*_:I.Il:-’..l.'_ lon was concerned

' they had gone far in tn il ll;i‘-‘:'fu-_:, inasmueh
' A9 'th.-‘y now lefi [111 'I‘.‘: :_:17_}' l .Ilul't Hf.'i:,_;u-i. il
| yvery large measive ol nulmi1=.~*!l'u‘nu:t which lm:}"
! did not before possess, it"!-l-l a large number ol
' CASCS hiqtf:--}.i'f-.} vrought Lo A 2ronto %ﬁ'r:'}‘i* IOW s
! ]'hﬁ{:ﬂ of in the connties where the action was in
|
|

| stituted. All their legislation had been in the |

same direction, Ilis hon, triend (Mr. klw:-u-llittn
had asseried that the County Courts had nothine
| to do with regard to judrcial duties, He would
' poiut out, however, tial in the last three months

F under the Jud

A

—.even in the paso month—the county j udges nan
dutios imposed on thein, they never had before,

' : icature Act, and would probably
have duties still furiher increased hereafter. All
preliminary applications \Wwere additional work, for
which the judges received no additional recom-
pense. ‘That applied also to all suits in the
Queen’s Bench and Chancery ivisions. Althouzh
it might be assumed that by reason of the in-
ereased jurisdiction of the Division Courts the
j”ﬂ_-_:ng hadl less “';]l'lhf. 1t '-'1"}3 llfﬂ. !il’.L_ 2 lic had all
the work he had belove, with this diTercnce, that
it was done in the Division Courr instead of in the
County Court. !1is hon, friend had suzgested the
picture of w judge and jury beiny broucht together
forthe nurpose of doinr nothing., But he must
kuow lfmrl‘lhn- judges were there also as Chane-
men of the General Sessions, and if Counly Conurts
were entively abolished the judze would still have
to be bronzsit thereas Chairmaan of the Sessions.

Me. MEREDI'T'H=If the County Courts were
abolished these General Sesgions cases could be
brougzht belore the Assizes,

Mr. FRASER replicd that the hon. gentleman
knew very well that they could not abolish the
General Sessions, and he also knew that there
were a great many teivial eases which the judge
of an Assize Court would not and ouzht not to bo
asked to adjudieate upon. Generally, he con-
tinued, litieation in all the Courts had diminished,
Even in the Division Courts the nunber of de-
feaded cases was growing less. He lfancied thar
lawyers would like to sec matters 1 this respect
retuen to what thay used to be. (Lanzshter) As
tothe refearenee mnade ro enst2 by tho maoemhber for
South Grenville (Me. French), that hon, wenileman
forzot that the Jwlieature Act entirely chanced
the question ol costs, beeause the Judie had now
the diserdtion to say whether the defendant or
plaintitl, beins unsuccessial, can claim moreor less
COslS,

Mr. MEREDITH -Bat that do2s not ailect the

scale of costs.

Mr. FIRASIDIR—No, It it ailects the scale ns
between the parties, He almitted that the indee
within this discretion followed some weneral rale,
but it was not o east iron rele, as heretolore when
a successial suitor wol the cast-iron amount of
costs, notwithstwndine the amonnt of the verdict.
The view talken by thae (roverningal was that 10 13
premature o disouss the guestion of extendine
the jurisdiction of the Couanty Courts, and that
sutlicient time for settling new rules and chanres
has not yet elapsed; The proper course was to
allow the whole matter to stand for further cuil'
eideration in the lizht of their experience ot the
system.

Crics of “ withdraw.,” y

Mr., FRENCIH was of opinion that the Judica-
ture Act did not 40 towards decentralization, It
simply threw order into chaos, and this disorderly
state of affmirs furnished lawyers all the work
they had during the past vear. (Laughter, and
cries of “*order.”) He declined to withdraw his
MoLion., 2

Mr. DEROCHIE thought that hon. gentlemen
opposite were trying to make the conntry believe

| 1!1.15 the Judieature At increased the cost of liti-
Crntion, and the member for South Grenville nro-

bably had this in view morve than the interes's of
suttors or of the profession, He saw no incon-

. venience from leaving matters as they were. He
\ wasofopinion that the Judicature Acttended large-

Iy towards decentiulization. Theyvshouldallow the
practice tobecome thoroughly settled and the etlect
of the new Act understood elearly before making
any l(urther changes. 'T'hey were blamed for
“tinkerinz” too much with the law, and it was
said to be well-nigh impossible to keep informed
as to the exact state of the law.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved in amend-

{ ment, *“That having regard to the changes so

Intely made with regard to the procedure of the
Courts under the Judicature Act, and to the dis-
cretion given under Shat Act to the judges in the
matter of costs, and having regard likewise to the
fact that the mmereaséd jurisdiction lately given to
the Division Cosrfs Lias not vet been fully tested,
tiiis Houge considers that it would be premature
to dectde now whether or not incereased Jjurisdic-
tion shoukd be given to the County Courts,”

Me. MEREDITH thought that the result of the
inereased javisdiction wiven 10 the Division
Courts had been fully tested, and if the Attorney-
General haa a personal acqguaintance with the
tacts he would not have made sueh a statement as
he had, Bat he saw traces in the amendinent of
the hand of the Commissioner of Publiec Works,

nd the Attorney-General no doubt had drawn up
the amendment under the adviee of the Commis-
s.onee of Pablic Works and of the Provincial
Seeretary. le regretied that it was likely to be a
party voie,

Mr, GIDSON thonzht that the remarks of the
hon, leader of the Opposition were made with a
view ol diroctinge the vore on his own side of the
House., Jle thounszhi that the motion was uncalled
for. There had been no azitation for it through-
out the country. It was greatly to the eredit of
the Government that the Judicature Act did not
call forth @ batch of amendments at this session
of the llouse, It show'd how carefully
that  measure had  been prepared and
considered, 'The County Court judges had,
he thought, as much if not mora work than
they ever had. 'They all knew that many of the
Connty Court iudges were asking for junior
Judges, and if the motion passed, the demand
generally resisied by the Governinent for these
would be greatly incereased. Perhaps, however.
the hon. gentleman who made the motion had
that in view, (Laughter.) Under the Judicature
Act there was an assimilation of jurisdiction, and
there might arise oceasion for some amendments
tothe Act. It would probably become necessary
to relieve the Conrt of Appeal from a danger of
being blocked with the large number of appeals,
lle could not see, also, whya Judge of Assize
could noi take ordinary cases in the Chancery
Division and dispose of them along with ordinary
cases on the non-jury list at the Assize. If
that were done, a long step would be taken
in doing away with the present distinetion,
S0 lar  from the Attorney-General being
under the influence. of Toronto lawvers
1 deelining to adopt the motion, he was sure that
il the Atlorney-Generel was at all unpopular with
oot o e oo o L was with the Taronta

) S, 'L yvillopp AT Tie
Jadicatncs o o Lo the decentralizing etfect of the
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m;‘ﬂ;t;l];‘:Ll‘:i;l':_l}‘h: moved in amendment to the
N That the motion be referred to a
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