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servative Minister, siv John hunszil,  Let me re-
fer to page 191 of the return made-upon the subject
in 13 J where wo will see thal legislation of this
kind was under the consideration of Sir John, and
we will see the way in which he treated it. He
there refers to an Act passed in the interest of
soveral municipalities along the line of the Grand
Junction RRailway, and he also refers to the Act
relative to road allowances, Raspecting
the latter he says “a petlition has
been received fromm the Munmicipal Council of
Frontenac, praying for the disallowance of this
Act, but as it is clearly within the competence of
the Loeal Legislature the undersigned recom-
mends that it be left to its operation.” This was
an Act by which the municipalities were deprived
of the right to timber on road aillowances, which
they contended they were entitled to. A petition
had been sent from the Council of Frontenace
praying for its disallowance, but Sir John recom-
meaded that it be left to its operation. Now,in all
the Acts that have been passed by the Provinces
of a retroactive Kind we do not iind until the pre-
sant Act was passad that there was any objection
that would justify disallowance. Now thaa,
it is perfectly plain and beyond controversy thal
there is a new departure upon this subject, so far
as the report of tha Minister ot Justice was
founded on the Act being retroactive. ‘Then the
othoer li‘l-‘HlEuu was a9 to the matter ol compensii-
tion. ‘There are strong words used in the report
with reference to it., We all know that in the
public interests it is a recognized spirit ol the
legislature in every country that private property
nay properly be taken ior public uses, and com-
pensation given, So that the question 13 nos
whether it was proper—and my hon, (riends have
not pretended to argue that the question wias
whether it was propar—0 tuke possession ol those
improvements tor floating timber down these
stroams. for public nses, hut they have placed the
whole strength of their objeetion upen the allega-
tion that the compensation was insufiicient,

Mr. MEREDITH-—-It was illusory.

Mr. MOWAT-—If my hon. friend chooses to use
that word he may do so. [ suppose my hon.friend
does not mean tosay that there must be a large
diilerence between the rizht which is taken away
and the compensation which is given to justiry
disellowance. [ suppose he is using that word in
the sense in which it is used in our law books,
where the sepse is that the compensiation 1S s0
amall that it is either nothinz at all, or
that it is a preteace, or, in other words,

illusory. RKutin the case of the Road Allowance |

At the compensation there would have been
N mGany ensos a mere fraction of the value of the
timber, and no doubt the petition from the muni-
cipality stated that fact to the Minister of Justice,

thouzh he was not influenced by it. He consid- |

ercd that the mattar of legisiating on such a ques-
tion was not that with which he had anything to
do. My hon. friend chooses to use strong language
wiith reference to the compensaiion nrovidoed
here. What we have done is to cive the owner of
the improvements a fair chanze in the way of
compensation for the use of s improvements by
those who may wish to use them. Wedo not
take away the improvemonts from the owner,
They still remain his. e has the ownership,
but he has not the excinsive right to use
them, and he is to receive flair compensation
for theip use, taking ‘g'o aceount tne value ol the
improvements. Now my hon. friends are surely
not absnrd enough to say that there ean be any

doubt as to the possiullity ol suitcient compensi-

tion being siven. There s noother way by witieh
the qgquesiion o ikl bo settied wirhon! .:.~.'.fr1'['_L*.-_"-.'
placing the power In lie hands ol one mian an 1

exceludinzg those above hm from the use of ghe
stream. The Melaren ease was the lirs in=t 1nce
in which seltishness had been shown, and as there
woere hundreds of Lreanss in the eountry sitnil-
larly situated, it became imperative to deal with

the matter at onc and vrevent other ecases of
Il'll'liwlli",l Lhat '-"-'tl'i.l'l 111} ionbtedly arise s sS00n
a8 the letter of the law beaame known.

With reference to the hoandary, 1 will not enter
into any argumeat tarther than whal has heen
riven for the purpose of showing tha. our richts
have been interfered witn, ‘aat dhat territory
was Ontario’'s i3 30 manifest that it is practiceally
absurd that it should need any argament wha!
ever. The territory that 19 in duspute, and oar
richts which are withheld from us, has been
stated to comprise about 100,000 sguare mile
Whyizitthatonrrizhisinthat territory are so per:
5138 ~::'i}' withheld fromus!? 1 wonid like to know
goine reason, some real reqvson. That the people
of Ontario want that territory 1t woiuld bo 1dle |
deny. Hon, gentlemen opposite have during two
' ' tied how strongly they felt, and how
stronely the people that they represented fele,
There can be no doubt that Ontario does want
that territory, and why 18 it withheld ¢ it issaid.
bhecausao It Wil make OUntario [O0N power
ful. Hlow is it that the Marvitime Pro-
vinces-—-if 1l 14 they Wil0 aro jeulons
were quite willing that British Columbia should
come m wilth SOJ,000 sqguaare miles @ not afraid of
i|}11|'h|*l+. with 200,00 s jrare miles @ not afraid of
IKeewatin, with 250,000 square: miles, How is it
that they have agvrecd in s0 extending the bound-
aries of Manitoba that it has even without this
territory considerably over 102,00) square miles !
And then the Dominion Government has 2,000,000
more square miles out of which to form new VPro
vinees, or to make additionsto the other Provinces,
W h. is the meaning of the Dominion GGovern-
ment ¢ Is it to make Untario the smailest of the
ereat Provinees ! (Uheers.) What means this
resolntion of theirs, by law and against law, by
mcans fair and foul, to redace Ontario until it
becomes the smallest of all the great Provinces !
(Cheers.) They can throw away hundreds of thon-
sandsof squarcmileztotireother Provinees,and they
rolfuse to give toUntario what is her just right, and
defy awards and eat their own past woeds. (Heav,
hear.) They have a nolicy opposed to wiat they
pressed upon the Hom» Government, and seek to
deprive us of the terrtory to which we are en-
titlesl. (Uheers ) Waoat is the meaning of this de-
repmined injustice to Ontario ! Does not the Do-
minion owe tho greater part of its prestige to
Oatario. (Applause.) 1s not Untario the great
saxpaver—the Provinee thiat puts more money into
the Treasury than she tages out of it (Applause.)
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Why the ditiienlty, the obstacle that stands in the ¢

wayv ! Not only are we denied onr territory that
has been awarded to us, thalt eminent men have
declarad balongs to us, but they have t:l.]-it!ll-‘tl.‘n'.'ll}'
from us, as lara i_Tii!'l}' can do so, territory in tae

\West. south of tue height of land. which
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nobhody ever denied belonzed ‘o Canada until

1 H,f'ﬂ" {'ﬂ]lr“ll"riuiljll — BOYLCI tl!“lt.‘:ﬁ:ltlfl Hl']lhll'ﬂ

miles of territory settled by owr © vn people, or-

| ganized under our own laws, their munieipalities,

ot 2 magistrates acting uander Jatario,
ﬁ?ﬁﬂ::g ﬁwir titles to lhei‘r land u:u‘im' the opinion
that it is part of Upper ( anad i, who always re-
garded themselves, and were rogarded by evey-
body, by the Dominion (rovernment, h}; the old
Province of Canada, and by Lthe present Province
of Ontario as part of our lerritory. It was in-
credible that the Dominion auithorili@s, whnp
I.Hl.‘l!-i'lll!-’,' a4 law on I]]l: subiect, ELU[-ll'lll_‘f ]}:l':!lﬂﬂfl L
law transferrinz —as far as taey conld erm-tner-j-tl:
Manitoba 7.00) spuare miles ol territory belonzing
to Ontario. (Loud cheers.) We had spent large

| sums of money there, and were speading large

sums there every year, and all this was
disregarded, while they throw their “hun-
dreds ¢ thousands of gquare miles In

| strictly
territory. held that as a malterof comimnon rairness |

oLther  directions, ILsen Jud.re
while he diseunssed our lesat rizhts aad held that,

to Ontario she should have this territory., Then
we have their own counsel pointing out that Tair-
ness and eqnity required that this territory should
be ours, Dut the Dominion authorities begrudgzed
us these 7,000 square miles to which we were en-
titled, not only begrudeed us that land bnt p:wsa}al
O moeasure Zigne it, as far as they could give I,
to AManitoba. (Applause). It seems to me a dis-
eraceul thing on the part of the Dominion autho-
rities that they saculd trade upon techaicalities in
tiris ereat gquestion.  But the technicalities are all
in our favour and the arbitrators decided that
they were, and my hon. friend thinks 30 too.
(Load applause). ‘I'hey have themselves set their
h'l-iw'l;n Lthe deelaration that they think so too.
[t1s an indecent thirg that the Dominion authori-
ticd should refase to 2.ve us this territory, even i
there was a question abont it, (Hear, hear.) |
have said that Judee umsay pointed oat the fair-
pessof givine Oatario this territory, and we have
also no less emineant an anthority than the late
(‘hiel Justice Draper, onc of the most eminent of
our indwees, who had commmnaaieated in a report to
the Governtment that we had a clear tit'e Lo terrl-
tory even far bevond the Lake ot the Woods, and
they themselves had insisted on the snme thine in
publiec documents. (Applause) In that famous
Commitiee of the House of Cominons, appointed
for the purpose of trying whether some pretence
coitld be found for not earrying out tae
award, Judre Ramsay. who was brought
there to do all the harm that he couid,
frankly confessed that the boundarv line was not
where the Dominion elaimed it was, but that
Ontario was entitled to all that we now alaim.
My Lhion. [riend admmits that, and wvet his frieads
will nce wive it tou=. 1 cannotaceconnt for it ex-

ceptthattnerasalittle hostility somew i adnst

this ’roviuce as a ’'rovince. Is it on the of
Upper Canadian Ministers in the Government !

Have they this bitier feelines to us? If nor, then

they are bowing their necks to this hostiliiy in
others, Thetreonduct 13 truly inexplicatle Leir |
13 hostility somewhere, and those who o t 10
H.'"T]:_i i) for Untario aroe nnt « 1i‘|_: S0, LT r's.)
Weo know how they can wet Parliament to ion
their throwing away maay mitlions, and » THY
nave not the power to get justice done to o C10,

which they alwavs claimed to be hers. and
wihiclhh impartial arovitrators have found to he
her=, The resolution which my hon. friend has
moved s¢eims to surizest that it is our duty now to
aceent an arbitration referving the whole matter
to Lord Catrns or Liord Selborne. The resolution
has no meaning unless that is the meaning
of it. The more that proposition is econ-
sidered the more absard it will appear,
however, to the people of Upper Canada.
It is doubtful whether either gentleman would
accent the duty ; nobody has aseertained that they
would aceept it 1 have noat been told that they
would accept it, Neither of them mayv be expected
to come out while Parliament is sitting. which it
i3 during the greeater part of the year. Lord sel-
borne is in very poor health, and it is doubtful
whether hecoald beindueed immediatety tound ~p-
take 2 work ol this kind, Then there is no reazon
to believe that the decision would be an immediate
one if we were to delermine upon legving the
matter to a second arbitration—to one or other of
these individaals as proposed. We are asked
now to have o new arbitration, and the decision
oi those in whom w: have conlidence we are
asked to throw to the winds, and to refer the
matter to arbitrators chosen by the other
gide. More than that the Lord Chancelior
in discharging the judicial duties that appertain
to hisotllee, is always subject to appeal. He can
not decide o matter involving one toot of land that
1s not stuhject to apneal, His deelsion would not
be arrived at ot an early day., and without an
cnormotls expense, mueh greater than if we had
to refer it1o the Privy Couneil. A reference te
the ’'rivy Conneil has not been pronosed to us as
vet, Itis true Ministers have expressed opinions
in favoar of that mode of settlement, but a refler-
ence to the Privy Council ean not be had without
consent as to the facis, and the material! upon
which they would decide the guestion. I have
been much more concerned, as well as my col-
leazuces, that we should have provisional arranzoe-
meonts than,to have the time of settlement, for in
the meanum»> the exaatery is suiferine, and
we are sutlering, (Mr. Mowat then read extracts
from the reports of magistrates in the locality.
which. he said, woere of the same tenor as other
reports from the locality. It showed that ex-
plorers and miners had sullfered creat loss on ac-
count of the territorin]l dispute. some of them
havin:e: "."ii-l":lrh'-lﬂ!l I'.i“lI'HI..]-I,].L‘!j' in snrveys in €x-
pectation ol an early scitlement; cl»ar titles eould
not be got to land, and there was no recistry
office ; several places had been surveyed several
times, the surveys covering each other. the muris-
trates having no doubt that there would be ficht ing
and perhans marder over the disputes about the
surveys; and whiskey sellers were plying their
illreit calling with great suceess.)

?,:Ir_- MISREDITII-What was the date of that?

AMr., ;-‘IU“ AT—Previous to last session. (Hear,
hear.) 'T'nese communications ware sent to the Do-
nion Gavemmnt, b ot ovils appear.
afan ltirlr'uv':.ill l'-*~ it them. We hope, how-
- "-Ll!w*.‘ -;-.1‘1..1.‘31”. ti{-., lm_:nm_l_un (Grovernment
evils, or at leas! gements that will remove these

13, CACASE minimize them., They seem not

lramsay,

anoakine, we ware not entitled to this ﬁ
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