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ONTARIO LEGISLATURE.

FOURTH PARLIAMENT—THIRD SES_ION.
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( By Our Own Reporters, )

Fripay, Jan. 27. I
The Speaker took the chair at 3 o'clock. |
PPETITIONS.

The following petitions were preseated :—

By Mr. Metealfe -Of John MeMahon ef «l., of
Iingston, praying that the 8ill 1o closeEarl-street
inthe elty of Kingston may not pass.

By Mr. Wood-—-T'he petition of the trustees of the
Mecthodist kpiscopal Chureh at Orangeville, pray-
ing that an Act may pass to enable them to sell
cerain lands, !

By Mr. Chishoim--Of the County Council of
Peel. respecting eertain protective clauses in the
Act ol last session relating o the Toronto. Gray,
and Bruce Nailway Company and to coniirm a
certain agreement with the Grand Trunk Railway
Company. :

By Mr. Leunler—QFf the Township Council of |
Artemesia to the same etfect, |

By Mr. Caseaden—Of David Moore ¢t al., of |
South Darchester, praving that the Bill to incor- |
porate the London and Port Burwell Company
may not pass, ,'

By Mr. Nairn -Of Gabriel G. Murphy ¢! «l.; als0, |
of Joseph E. Norman ¢f al., all of Malahide, pray- |
ing that an Act may pass to incorporate the Lon-
don and Port Burwell Railroad.

By Mr. Near—Of the Welland Agrienltural So-
ciety, praying for a continnance of the yearly
grant to the Agrvicultural and Arts Association;
also, of the County Gouncil of Welland, praying
for eertain amendments to the Jury Aet, ]

By Mr. Nairn-0Of Asa Miller ¢f «l., of Eizin,
prayinz for a certain amendment to the Act re-
vulating the law of evidence; also, of James W,
Rushton ¢f ¢f., of <t. Thomas, to the same etfect.

THE ADDRESS,

Mr. MOWAT, continuing his speech on tne
Address, said there are a rew additional points,
Mr. Speaker, suggested by the observations of my
hon. triend the leader of the Oppoesition, on which
1 think it right to say a few words, and perhaps a

word or two on observations that have fal-
len from other hon. members who w«re op-
posed 1o nus, Whilst the two great questions,
the veto and the boundary, have occupied
our chief atteution during this debate,

other matters have hikewise been brought before
us. One of the most important of these has been
the course pursued by this Government with re-
ference to the sale of tiimber limits, and oa that
]mint I will just otler an observation ortwo. We
iave been assailed with regzard to thal course
during this debate, but the Hounse will remember,
aud the country will remember, that this is a very
old ground of complaint against us. We have
had two elections since we were lirst assalled on
this subject, and it will demonstrate to the people
of this enuntry how faithful we muast have been
to our publie trust, and how free from any ground
for criticism we have kept onrselves, when hon,
members of the Opposition, in order to aitack us
now, have to go back to something which they
brought up two general elections ago, and on
which the people pronounced agamnst them.
(Cheers.) When these matters were fresh. and the
sale of 1872 had just occurred, the people were
alive to the impartance of the various views nrged
in regard to it. The matter was discussed very |
fully and with great virulence on both sides, and

the ple pronounced at the nextelection against
my hon. friend upon that point, The same matter |
was made to do duaty at the next general election,
with which we had to do, but the attempt, a more
fecble one than on the tirst occasion, resulted pre-
cisely as it did on the previous occusion. And now, |
in loeal questions, the only matter which iy hon. |
friends have 1o refer to is to return tothat ex- |
rlm!ed ground of attack, 1 congratulate the
fouse and my colleagues and the conntry that |
we are able now to make that statement, and |
will offer a word or two upon the merits of the
guestion., The policy we have pursned is not one
which was innugurated by us. It was the poliey
of all political parties long before 1372, Ptohas
been the policy of this country for u quarter ol a
century, and what is more, it is the present policy
of the friends of the hon, gentleman op posite at
Ottawa, only without thos: safeguards which we
enjoy. and with results entirely ditYerent from |
thosa we are able 1o exhibit to the country. The
unthorities at Ottawn do not bring these matters
before Parliament, and the sales which they etffeet
are certainly very difierent in their results from
the sales eflfecied by us. It is well known
that the saule of 1872 was the one which
surprised all those who had to do with the mat.
ter. The sagacious Commissmoner who then had
the Departtuwent of dCrown Lands, seleciul-.
his time for that sale so wiﬂilj. that not !
only were larger prices secured than had
ever been bronght before for similar limits,
but larger prices than anybody auticipated,
whether in the trade or not. The present Com-
missioner has shown himaself just as sagacious as
his predecessor  He chose the best possible time
for the sale which 100k viace a few weeks nzn.
and the result has surprised those in the trade and
others, even more than the. first sale had done.
There is not the shadow of pretence that the best
period was not chosen for each of those sales, or
that the result has not been most advantageous to |
the publie treasury. These sales are ncosssary in
the interest of seitlement and in the interest of
revenue, and it is not aiwayspossible totell during
the session whether or not we will reqmire to place
limits in the market before the next session. So
much depends upon the market and upon many
other considerations which may take place in the
meantime, as has heen held was the case here.
My hon. friend, the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, has spoken on the subject, and he
cited observations made by Mr. Todd in
his book with regard to the improprie
ty of ordinary administration being brought
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: ~.'. i Commissioner upon that

B 1. whether a sale of thisdescription is one of ordinary
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g int. Now, there may
difference of opinion us to

from London

or there may not be a
administration. My hon. friend says it is not, his
friends at Ottawa say it Is, intended to be brought
before Parliwment, That was the view of the late
Sandfield Macdonald, the former leader of hon,
gentiemen opposite, that we are not ai liverty to
regard this in any ditferent light where we saw
that unless sales were to take place without wait-
ing, for example, for this session of Parhameat,
there would be very great loss to the treasury.
(Cheers.) .\nother matter has been referred to in
the debate by the leader of the Opposition,in whih
he said that we are taking  pointments @ me’ Vv
in other hands, and that v are centralizing | .@
patronage in our own 8. Now, that is u
remark that is freguent! made by Opposition
speakers in this House, anu is repeated in resou
tions passed by Conservalive conventions, and yet
ey all know that there is just one class of ofucers
stinerly appointed by local bodies of which we
‘ave assumed the patronage. [ refer to the
i sense inspectors.  YWe were urged to this course
by petition after petition,memorial after memorial,
both by the friends of temperance and the lice sed
victuallers, not only by onr own friends but b, the
friends of hon. gentlemen opposite.  (Cheers.)
There was a consensns of opinion upon that point.
For a time we hesitated to assume the duoly tha
pressed upon us, hut when we found that the
general consensus o, the opinion of Ontario ac
corded with that view we felt that there was no
course but one open to ns—that it was a duty we
could not HhriuL from. that we were bound to
accent that patronaze, and the people have
thoroughly acqguiesced in it, I do not remember
that we have had a single petition asking us to
change our poliey on that »oint, and 1 am per- |
fectly sure that the great bulk of onr county,
township, village. town, and city eouncils are per-
fectly willing that we should retain that power in
our hands. It is under these circumstances that |
it is in the interest of temperance. ovder, and |
oot government that we found it necessary |
to take that bit of patronagze into our own hands,
1 would be perfectly willing to rest the whaole
claim of this Government upon that single eir-
cumstance before the electors of this country-—
{cheers: and [ have no doubt that the change

will meet with general approbation. "There amll
some things which are better done by the central
authority rather than by the local bodies, Ynt,
M. Speaker: these are subjects whieh -ceally
ocenpy very little the thoughts of members on
cither side of 1he House just now, Inside of Lthis
House and cut of 1t public attention will be lixed
on the two great questions to which U have re-
ferred. There is a sirong feeling abroad that on
one of these questions there has rim'.-u n preal de-
parture—a new departure—on this subject on the
art of the authorvities at Oitawa ; that there has
ween an eniire chanee of poliey in regard to this
mutter—a chance which is rainons to Provincial
autonemy. My hon. friend is obitzed to take tho
ground that there is absolute discretion on the I
part of the Dominion Goverament in the matcer
to pass disallowance uhon the Aects passed by 1he
Province, My hon. friend knows that soon after
Confederation the views on this question were |
liid down by Sir John Maecdonald., which have
bheen substautially acted upon since by all the |
Governments in power, but now it seems that all
these views arcto be thrown to the winds. Now,

practically, there is to be no limit to the exercise
of Dominion authority. This matter is so impor-
tant that I hope the House will bear with me

while [ call attention to the very language in
which =ir John faid down his views upon this
guestion., Let me just ask how it i3 that those

views are not now acied upon! Hiw is it that
my hon, friends now say that he is not to be tied
down to these conditions ? e lins not himsel! ask-
ed to he released from them. Has he changed his
viows about that, or has he been overruled by his
colleazues ! inetther view of the matter it is a
very serious tinng for the Provinee, [t is impos-
gible to overestimate the gravity of this depar-
ture if Sir Johin himsell has changed his

views on this matter, and if the other view is cor-
rect that his collengues have overruled him the
result wiil be o change combletely those constie

tational rules ¢hat we thouzht to be binding.
How eomple ¢y the Provinees in regard to that
matter are at the merey of the authorities of the
dav ! Whilst wo were believing that we had
the guarantee ol very important iprn_u-ip!e'a for gur
guidauce we find 1bat those priuciples have no

weirht whatever., SirJohn was nat considering
s anatters (or the first time when laying dowi

these rules. He had been many years in publie life,
and his ability was recogunized. He said in laying |
down those rules:—Yn deciding whether any Acts
of the Provincial Loegislatures shouid bedisaliow-
od or sanctioned the Government must not
ounly eoansider wiether they are affecting the
interests of the Dominion or not, bat also whether
thay are unconstitutional,and whether they exceed |
the jarisdiction of the Loeal Legislature, and in

cages where the jurdisdiction 1s concurrent

whether it elashes with the iegislation of the

General Parlismont,” T'hese were the principies

laid down, and there was in them no snggestion

even wnteh would justify the disallowance of a

Provincial Act unless it came under the condi-

tions nere laid down. (Cheers.) Unless the Act

adected the interests of the whole Dominion,

when no one could ehject to its disallowanee, or

eise where in whole orin part it hat gone beyond

the power of the Provincs o act—

Mr. MEREIDITH-XNo,no unless uncoastita-
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| tional.

Mr. Jl”’!’i'.-l’i‘ asked if his hon. friend meant to .
4y that in using the terin * constitutional ” Siv
John Macdonaid had not reference to the 13. N. A.

' Act. Wha dnl‘ “constituntional ' mean when |
used withoul reference to the 3. N. A. Act, ;
and without reference to the disallowance of

|

P’rovincial :*’k'[‘.'lﬂ.’ He did not know., unless it
3]'“111"..1 I]{_‘- "“lltll 1'ﬂrEI'L‘IIl‘l.} to lllﬂl.lth.l Wil il_Hl" llil“
same reasons which the Imperial Parliament
have, according to modern practice, been in the
habit of di-alowing ous Aects. They all knew
that the countrary rnle once prevailed when Down-
ing-streat intevfered, on tlie same princinle as
governed ;‘nl]', :",.I.LJ';'.I iean in iil.',i[i'l“: with the Sireams
-\'L:Ir ‘—t‘ullllﬂldt'li‘llg ‘\FilpLhuc l!tJ! ;X‘:l ‘T_Ll (w ';_;Hu L one
}]['fi.‘hu.tl ono—but that time has pasged away, aud
tﬁlug ::':?uﬂ:ﬂ ”5”1“" Government has :I:'lul'.'u.iud
own Judys F"LEL. ed in this country to form our
Swn (ntar nent as o what is good or bad in our

wWihinterest, and they have not interfered with
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