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- FOURTH PARLIAMENT—THIRD SESSION.

( By Our Own Reporters.)

TIHURSDAY, Jan. 25,

The Speaker took the chair at 3 o'clock.
PETI{TIONS.

The following petitions were 1rﬂsﬂntﬁ51:—-.

Mr. Gibson (Huron)—Of the Township Couneil
of Howick, respecting certuin protective clauses
in the Act of last session relating to the Toronto,
Grey, and Bruce Railway.

TIMBER LIMITS SALE.

AMr. PARDEE desired to call the attention of
the House to some remarks made by the hon.
member for Leeds and Grenville (Mre. Merrick)
with ard tothe recent timber sale, His hon,
friend nad stated that somewhere about 20,000
gquare miles of territory were now under
license, and asked the House, in a some- |
what tragic manner, il they understood
what 20,000 meant. It meant, he said, nothing
less than 122,000,000 acres of land. He (Mr. Pardee)
had been rather startled at this,but huving figured
the matter up he found that instead of 120,000,000
agres, it amonated to only 12,800,000, (Laughter.)
He happoned to recollect likewise that in the
whole Province of Ontario, outside of the disputed
territory, there were only about 64,000,000 acres,
(Hear, hear.) He thought the House would find
that his hon, friend was mistaken with regard to
the other branch of the subject as well. And if his
hon. friend's arguments werc no more
correct or sound than his figures, the
gifect weuld not be serious upon the
House or the country. His hon. friend took
the position, first, that the Government had no
right to make a sale of timber limits unless by au-
tho ity of the House ; and secoudly, thatthere was
no pevessity oremergency requiring this sale at all.
lu support of his first contention his hon, friend
had called the attention of thie House to a debate
that had taken place in the session of 1873 upon a
Crown timber sale that had been held in the fall
of the previous year, and had boldly stated that
membsers supporting the GovernmentHeform
members—had taken the ground that no sale
shouid be held without the consent of Parliament.
From these premises he (Mr, Merrick) had drawn
the conclusion that the present Government was
violating the principies laid down by the Reform
party in the ouse at that time. He (Me. Pardeo)
unhesitetingly stated that the present Governinent
had not in any way, orin any degree, gone back
upon their principles or their record. (Ap-
plause.) They had not gone back wupon
their record in the question under dlucusum.
and he would refer to the debate to which his
hon. friend had aliluded to show that the reverse
of what had been stated was the case, e quoted
certain resolutions made during the course o: that
discussion with regard to the management of un-
surveyed Crown lands and the method of placing
them on the marckel, among others, one moved by
Mr. Wood (now P’rovincial Treasurer) declaring
that no licenses should be granted until the terri-
tory it was proposed they should cover was sur-
veyed. An amendment was moved by Mr. Lauder
concurring in the desirability of surveying wild
h_mds-hel‘uru granting licenses, but regretting
“that so large a portion of the timber
territory of this Province was recently sold
to licensces at public sale without first
consulting the representatives of the people
a4s to the propricty of the course intended
to be pursued.” His hon. friend from Leeds
and Grenville, in orvder to prove his charge |
of inconsistency, ought Lo be able to show that

several members supporting the Government at !

that time voted for that amendment. What w
the facts? If his hon. friend would turn to Eﬁ:
Journals of the llouse where the division was re-
Eur!]eq_.he would find that eighteen members voted
Yea” upon that resolution. and notone single one
of them was a Reformer. (Cheers.) On the other
hand, no fewer than nine members whio were in poli-
tical sympathywith hon. genilemen opposite voted
against it, l.—\‘uuluuau,} Aguin, anolher amendment
on that occasion was moved by Hon. . RB. Wood
approving of gho * policy of the Crown Land De-
artment as set forth in the regulations of the

Jepartment madein 1269.” and deoiaring thut wild

lunds, where it was intended that the timber u
them should be sod. should be surveved rPnDt!Il
valued, und that the verths or limits should * he
offered for saule by public auetion nt the upset
price fixed by such valuation, at sueh time and
place, and upon such conditions, and by such
officer, as the Commissioner of Crown Lands shall
airect by public notice for tha® purpose, and shall
be sold to the highest bid ler, for cush, at tho
time of sale,” One would have supposed
that hon. zeutlemen having contended that no
Ftl.luﬁ_ should take place without the consent of
I:}rllungunt would have opposed that resolution
Wanld it be believed that the then leader of the
Uppesition (Mr. Cameron) and several other mem-
ers on that side of the House. anctually voted in |
favour of it?! Besides Mr. Cameron, he found |
among those who voted *““yea” the names of Mr
Lauder(Hear, hear), Mr. Meredith (Heur, hearmand |

Mr. Merrick himself ((Chee
S0 'rs), together w
number of other gentlemen in u?*mput.hyittlvlitﬁ

them—in furlll, enly four Conservatives voted |
iuzniinsl it. The rules and regulations mentioned
nthat resolntion were exactly in accordance with

the rules and regulations 1 1
s a : inder which the ) .
sale h;}:l tuLuEm_ plaee, and he would ask hon. m::::f 3'
w;ﬁ if, in view of that fact, the (rovernment |
3 re not justitied in making that sale without |
rst asking the consent of Parliament. (Cheers)
ﬁllitzer. another amendment was moved by Mr.,
o ;: u;: stating th:g.t Lthe House, having heard ‘Hn; +
nﬁ t]’;ﬂ]ﬂ i!:‘:lﬂ:::ﬂtl; ;:‘ é;'r:IWI;]~Iﬂ"'IH declare that it was
e rovernment for sor
;:ﬂ:gi;{:ﬁgzﬁxtﬁnt nll’ the territory under ;}Eﬂtlillan;
Hion that it was unwi ' :
the practice which had hit atod o foo re
1Ierto existe
Eh‘:lll:]tﬂi?ug'ﬁnint of the subject to Ihhgt‘:\{;?:::tjﬂﬁ
Al dhat motion was carried unani |
not even his (riend from Leeds and Iir:ll;':}iw: Iﬁ;{: .!

I

charge his hon. friend with disgraceful garbling

culated that between $2.000,000 and $3,000.000 had

policy,
opposite seemed to be to reduee the 1 bility
of Ministers to the lowest degree g ey
in fact,
themselves ! Were they afraid that they would
not be able to trust themselves if they should ever
come to occupy the seats on thisside of the House ?
He (Mr. Pardee) did not think it in the interests of
etfective government or of the people that the
responsibility of Ministers should
placed upon Parliament.

ductriu‘n he would establis).
- fur; ordinary administrative acts were taken from
Ministers and placed upon the House, it would he
damaging to the inlur:e-ﬂu ol the country,
}t to be the proper, wise, and constitutional conrse
{1{:1 thq House o entrust the Government with
?hﬂlgséllf;l:ili‘mtilnlritrnft:rf! matters, and then to hold
I ("I L " 3 ' fer i . .
smlr?u.u collectively and individually
coursna
would
deavouringe to shield itself behind the anthority
lltlll' the House if a blunder had been committed.
Gﬂ _ read from ju-:hl'u work on Parlinmentary
overnment in Kagland to show that Ministerial
t;uu;:::mislhlhl:r Inomattors of admimistration was an
| i:}ti::r; ?l!tagtli'l.l}“m of Parliamentary Government.
1€ llouse and of the country would sustai :
action the Government had t:inkrm in lllﬂt::]lir:l:-t{r
and his hon. friends opposite were welcome to all

the political capital th |
(Cheers.) ’ ¢y could make out of it
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ing against it. (Applause). He (Mr. Pardee) sup- l
o that if ho were to adopt the course follow

e orgun of hon. gentlemen opposite, he would

and misrepresentation, with having sup-
the truth and sugzested a falsehood,

and with having made false quotations ;
but he did wnot charge his hon. friend with
anything of the sort. He merely said he was mis-
taken, that he was in error, and that he had mis-
read, or had not read all the resolutions that were
offered to the House at that time. With reference
to what his hon, friend the member from Musko-
ka (Mr. Miller) had said—viz., that there ought to
be on record something declaring that no sale
should take place except at public auction—he
would point him to the resolution of the House
which he had just read and which affirined that
rinciple, and he had no doubt that the hon. mem-
r from Muskoka, if he had been aware of this
resolution, would have been perfectly satistied
with the rules and regulations and with the law
as it now stands upon this subject. T'he Govern-
ment had been chargzed with disrespect to the
House in not having previously informed it of
thelr intention to dispose of the territory offered
for sale, and it was said that in regard to the sale
that had been held in 1877 such an in-
timation was made. e (Mr. Pardee) remembered
making that intimation, and undoubtedly if the
Government had Jast session arrived at the deter-
mination to hol'l the sale which had lately takan
place, they would have taken the House into their
confidence. HBul that was not because of any
revious resolution of the House; it was simply
ccause they were at all times desirous of being
open and frank as to their policy in all public
matters, as they had nothing to conceal in their
management of public atlairs, His hon, friend

. —_— L —

had also questioned the necessity of the sale, and |

had deelared that there was no emergency such
as would warrant it., The Government had stated
in the Address that it was held in the interests of
gsettlement and revenue. It was in the inter-
esls of setrlement, because the townships
sold were being roapidly settled., Notwithstand-
ing the fact that under the mnew law
there is a joint ownership in
after the patent issues, yet when people
were allowed to become located before the time
of sale, soreness wassuare toarise on account of the
timber. 1t was further in the interests of settle-
ment, becanse the hmnberman, while engaged in
his operations, atlorded the only home market for
the produece of the settler, as well as gave him
cml.)luj'mvm. and thus assisted him ia his earhier
and poorer days when he was most in need of such
assistance, He (Mr. Pardee) farther held that the
sale had in the interests of revenue been held at
aneminently proper time., ‘'he lumber trade was
inastate ol great activity, the lumbermen had
sold their timber and lumber at Quebec and in
other markets, and had not yet had an opportu-
nity of investing their means in new enterpriscs,
and he held that the date selected was a far
better and more opporiune one than any that
l1:1}1111'.1 have been chosen some months afterwards,
I'here was another reason for holding the suale at
the time they did., Information had come to the
Governmeont that more or less damage had been
done in that section of the country by the reoant
flres, and in order to save the timber to the reven-
ue, mj‘ul Lo the country it was necessary as every
lumberman Lkuew, that it should be cut and re-
moved within a year. If the contention of his hon.
frend Iom Leeds and Grenville were correct, and
had been acted upon, tnat timber would have
been entirely lost. At that sale, as they knew,
l.hgr_-i'. had realized about three-quarters of n
million and he had no hesitation in
saying that if they were to hold =
now, or three months from now. so large an
amount would not be realized., le also desired
Lo call the attention ol the House to the fact that
they had not sold the umk s upon that territory
nor hal they sold the land. All that chey had
done was tosell the naked rizht to cut the iimber,
and when the Governmeant came to coliect the
dues upon the timbeor, they would then get 1ts
value to the conntry.  Was it any more desirab'e
that the cons:rg of the House should be asked
with regard to such a sale than with rezard to the
placing of new townships upon the market for
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the timber
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|

sulo or location? If restrictions of this kind were |

to be pliced upon the Crown Lands Depart-
:nﬂu}t. the working of its whoie machinery would
o ciogzed and impeded, He briefly reviewed the

past policy of  hon. gentlemen o hposi
and the'r  friends, when in power. g
gard to * this matter, and showed that

tiey placed the timber lands under license

at the very inconsiderable rate of from fifty cents
Somewhere be- |

to four dollars a square mile.
tween 12.00) qnd 15,0 square miles had been
placed under license at such ficurces, and he cal-

been lost to the country by the adoption of such a
(Cheers.) The desire of hon. gentiemen

in ru-i

10 & minimuam,

Was that becaunse they were afraid of

e removed and

Mr. M EREI}I']‘H—-IIE:LP. hear,
Mr. PARDEE said that was sound doctrine, and
If the responsibility |

e held

Ltheir action. If the other |
contended for were adopted there
be danger of the Government on-

He thouzht ghe common sense of

Mr. MERRICIL, in reply. quoted from the
- A .4 1
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