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* ONTARIO LEGISLATURE.

 —

FOURTH PARLIAMENT—THIRD SESSION. | ©

Thursday, Jan. 12.

The third session of the fourth Parliament
* of Ontario was opened yesterday at three

o'clock by His Honour the Licutenant-
G- vernor with the usual ceremonies.
o'clock the intevior of the House was com-
pletely filled with a brilliant gathering of

jadies and gentlemen awaiting the advent of

g '
|

the representative ol Royalty.

Among those present were the foll owin
named :—Senator McMaster, Senator Alexan-
der, Archbishop Lyuch, Bishop Mahouey,
Chance!lor McCann, Viecar-Gen-ral Rooney,
Viear-General Laurent, Father Dergin, Bishop
Sweatman and Mrs. Sweatmin, Revs D. J.

Macdonnell, John Potts, K. A. Telfer. J.
Moore, Provest Bodv and Mrs. Body,
Mr. Homer Dixon, Consul-General of the

Netherlands, and Mrs, Dixon, Mr. J. Saurin

McMurray, Vice Consul for Norway and
Sweden, Mr. J. A, Simmers, Counsul
for Germany, Chief Ju-tice Hagarty,

Judges Patterson, Buarton, Morrisou, Mayor
McMurrich, Sheriff Jarvis aunl Mrs. Jarvis,
Hon. John MeMurrich and Mves. MceMuarrieh,
Mr. James Beatv, Jr., M. P, and Miss Beaty,
Thomas Hodgins, Q.C., and Mrs. Hodgins,
Ald. Haliam, Mr. . B. Hamiltor and Miss
Hamilton, Commander Cheyne, R.N., Prof.
Duncan, Miss Williamson, Mrs. Edward
Fisher, Mrs. Sydere, Miss Daly. Mrs. Wil
liams, Miss T. Brigit, Miss Hovor Grant, Mrs,
Robinson and Misses Robinson, Mrs. and Miss
Mowat, Mrs. Hardy, Mrs. Alexander Mac-
kenzie, Mrs. Gzowski, Mrs, Saelling, Miss
Skea, Mrs. Williams, New York; Miss Cox,
Cuicago ; Mrs. Jumes Bethune and Miss Be-
thune, Miss Ferris, Miss tiooper, Picton ; Mrs.
Charlotte Morrison, Miss Mackenzie, Pic-
ton: Miss Ros, Goderich; Mrs, Gran-
tham, Mrs. Charles Thompson, Mrs,
Walter E. Murray, Aylmer. Ouat.;  Mrs,
Wm. Arthurs, Mrs. Alzar, Mrs, and Miss
Burton, Mrs. John Boyd, Mra. Robert Bell,
Mrs. Cattanach, Misses Capreol, Mrs. (. .
Dawson, Mrs. G. T. Deunison, Mvs. Duary, Mrs,
Eilis. Mrs. Edward Fitzgerald, Mrs. 2.
A. Harrison, Mrs. J. G. Hodgins, Miss
Emily Morrison, Mr. and Mrs, A. McNabbaud
Miss McNabb, Mrs. Beverley Robiuson, }lr;
W. B. Scarth, Mrs. E. Wragze, Mrs, Gibson ol
Hamilton. Mrs. Herron, Miss Jessie Marshall,

Mrs. C. F. Randall, Mr. P. R. Randall, Port

Hope.

Shortly after three o’clock -
proach was signalled by the licing of a salut
by a detachment of the Torouto t'ield Battery,
commauded by Lieutenant Mead. His Hon-
our was escorted by “A’" troop of the Gover-

nor Generals Body (GGuard under the com-

maud of M.ajor Deuison, attendel by a stal ol
otlicers,

one company from the 10th Royal Grenadiers,

commanded by Capt. Boomer and Lieuntenants
He ent:red the Hoase, ac-

Reid and Percival, |
compwied by Captain Geddes, A.D.C., Col.
Gzowski, A.D.C., R. B. Denison,

Col. Algar, and Adjutant Mauley.
THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE,

His Honour, having takeu bis seat, delivered

the following speech =

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Legislative

Assembdly :

It is with much pleasure that I once more bid
you welcome to the metropolis of the Provinee,
and that 1 congratuiate you upoin the encouraging
circamstances under which yoa assemble for the
performance of the responsible du.ies of which, as
the representatives of the people. you have heen
put in charge. 'he pnblie revenue for the year
has considerably exceeded the amount estimated :
the vear has been onzof general prosperity, the
result of the late abundant harvesi. the general
revival of tradde in other countries, and the conse-
quent demund for the products of our tields,
foresis, and mines* and the recenlt ccusius nas
shown that the popnlation of the Province has 1n
the last decade mereased by nearly 330,000, and
amount: now to nearly two millions, notwith-
standing the number of our people who, from va-
rious causes, have during several years past lelt
the Province.

I resret that sinee your last session no prozres:
has been made towards a recognition of the righ
of the Provinee to that extensive pordon ol it
territory our title to which, notwithstanding thy
award of the distingunished arbitrators apnointec
by the two Gaverninents, the Federal authorities
have continued to dispute. The grave practical
evils resulting from the dispute have, since you
last met, heen greatlly inereased by an Act of the
Federal Parliament transferring to the Province
of Mauitoba. so far as relates to Provineial juris-
diction, the c¢laim of the Dominion to the most
valuable part of tne disputed territory, including
our organized municipa ities south and east of 1he
Height of Land. While the L.l was hen:ra the
'_w.ﬁa of Commons [ addressed.to the Bufluml
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His Honour’s ap- |

He was received at the entrance to
the Honze by a eunard of honour ¢ mposed a

Denuty
Adjutant-General, Lt.-Col, G, 'T. Denison, Lt.-
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5 Vet Qatario, a zainst this partof the intended Act. A
TR S S "copy of my despateh. with other papers relating
~ paR, A o to tne territory, will be laid before you. |
. x - I regret that [ have to refer also to the disallow-

ance of the Act of last session for protecting the |
: ublic interests in rivers, streams, and creeks.
he competency or the Legislature to pass the Act
was not guestioned, and the Act was disaliowed
- muainly upon the ground that the Minister of Jus-
. tice did not approve of the mode or extent of the
compensation which the Act gave to owners of |
property allected by the Act. "T'he correspondence |

on the subject will be laid before yon. The ohject

of the Act 18 of such importance as well 1o those
Cengaged 1n the Tumber rade as to the Provinee in l

eneral, and the duty of asserting the right of the
sislature todeal according te its own judgment
with all matters within Provineial jurmsdiction is
g0 urzent, that a Bill for the same purpose as the
disallowed Act will without delay be subinitted for
your renewed consideéeration,

I congratulate yon that recent decisions of the
Judicial Commitice of the Privy Council have set
at rest all question as to the rightof the Provinein! |
Lezislature 10 legislate as our interests may irom
time to time require, on matters of internal trade,
and in particular on the law of .insurance. Some
further provisignssecin now necessary in order to
render eifectual the legisiation which had ior its |
object the securing of uniform conditions in tire
policies; and Linvite your attention to the sabject.

I regret that the right of the Provinees to pro-
perty escheated for want of heirs—unanimously |
maintained by the hizhest courts in Oatario and
Quebec, and acquiesced in by the Federai Govern-
meiut for several years, has—on a recent appeal 1o
the supreme Court of Canada by that Governmeut
in the name of the defendants in a well-known
case, been nezatived by a majority of the Julves |
of the Court, 'I'he cazein li izatior is but one of
geveral cases of the saume Kind which have oe-
currcd since Confederstion ; and the constitg-
tional question involved is =0 important, and some
of the vrounds on which (he decision preceeds are
of such rar-reaching application, that I have lost
1o time intaking the necessary steps for obtaining
areview ol the judzment by Her Majesty's Privy
Connetl, There 18 strong reason for expecting a |
favourable resuit.

I consratu ate vou on the general favour with
whieh the Heportof the Commissioners appointed
toenquire into the agriculiural resources and re-
quirements ol the Province has been received by |
all classes interesied in aveiculinre. I have |
aunxionsly con-idered what farther means may be |
cinployed to aid this grear industry, and 10 pro-
mote the weltare of the population engaged in it,

’ During recent vears in Great Britain and other
EKuropean countries, and also in the United S5 ates
of America, and in the Anstralian Colonies of
Great Britain, ureat advantage has been found
from the coilection of reliable erop reports and |
other agricultural stalistics. A measare 10 secure
like advantuge to this Province will be submmitted
for vour eonsuleration,

1 have also to recommend to yvonr consideration
such changes in the law respecting the Avricuitur-
al nnd Arts Association as may increase the useful-
ness of that organization, and bring its operations
into harmony wiith the present needs and circam-
slances of Lhe country.

A Bill respecting Market Fees will azain be sub-
mitted rfor vour consideration.

Other measures which will probabl!y belaid before
you, andt to which I invite your attention,ure a 13ill 1
for Amending and Consolidating the Laws respect-
ing Line Fenees, Ditehes,and Water Courees: a BBill
toprovide by a general lawior the erection of waler-
worssineines, rowns, and villages ; a Bill provid-
ing for the crossing of railway tracks by slreets
and roads ; a il for the Inspeciion of Boilers,
with a view o atfording some additional security
asainst explosions : a 13ill to make provisions for
meuintainin 2z and promoting the Public Health ; a
13ill for tarther simudryineg the laws concerning
leal Property and Convevancing: a Bill to remove |
gome dofeets in the Law of Kvidence ; a 1311l to
Fl.u-u on a more salistactory footing the Law of
Jdbel in certain caos: and a Bill to facilitate the
cstablishiment of Free Libraries.

It having hecome necessary in the interests of
settoment and revenue to place under timber
license a few townshiond Iving totha souti of
iwronch River and Lauko Nipissing, in the Parry
Sound and Niplssinz districts, the activity of the
timbar trade fast vear atorled a favourable op
sartanity of selling abl publie anetion the rizht to
cutthe pinetimberin these townships,covering the |
Liovted area of L3241 sqguare milcs; aad it is wrali-

fring to knowr that the result was most satisiac-
torv, the sals bavinz (amonz other advantazes)
i ereased the avnilable means of the Provincee by
g nearly thremguarters of a million of dollars,

i =

besides addiizg to the revenue the annual rentto
which the purchasers are liable. and the dues on
the timber whieh they may cul. o

In consequence of circumstances not within the
control of either Government. the accounis be-
tween the Provinee and the Dominion are stll
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unsettled: and the money coming from the Com-
mon School Fund for local improvements in the
counties in which the lands that produced the
Fuand are situate has not yet been received by the
Province. In view of the prolonged delay.

recominend the payment of the principal (about

125,00)) to the counties interested,

‘onsolidated llevanue of the Provinee, in antici-
pdiion of the receipt of the moaey from the
Dominion. . e

The subject of constructing new Provineial
buildinws adequate to the growing requirements
of the Province and the necessities of the publie
service has ceontinued to receive my attention
during the past year. Mueh more tine than had
been expected was consuumed in procuring neces:
sary modilleations to be made in the plans ro-
ceived previously to your lgs™ session, and in ihe
preparation of the speeitfica. €, This prelimi-
nary work has now heen compleced § t2nders have
been called for ; anfl the result will be commuaui-
cated to you,

The i"nblie Accounts, showing the receipts and
expenditure ol the past year, and the estimates of
moneys require | for the servieces of the current
year, will e laid vefore you. Toe Kstimates have
buuu_ prepared with every regard for economy
consisteat with the publie interest,

[ cannot allow the preseat opportunity to pass
without expressing in my own name, and in that
ol the.peopie of this Province, the griel and indi -

nation which, in common with the whole civilized |

out of the |

. aorld, we fell at the snocking and unprovoked |




