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FOURTH PARLIAMENT—SECOND SESSION.

Wednesday, Feb. 16.
The Speaker took the chair at 3 o’clock.
PETITIONS.

The following petitions were presented : —

By Mr. Creighton—Of Dennis Allen ef' al.,
of Jnnln Laylor ¢ al., severally pr:ying
that the Bill before the House respecting the

Toronto Gravel Road and Concrete Company

may not pass,

Mr. Rosevear—Of the Town Council of Port

Hope, praying for amendments to the Mum-
cipal Act respecting the right to charge a fee
for admittance to public parks.
. Mr. Creighton —Of Adam Ainslie ef al., of
b{dﬂﬂ!’lltﬂ, praying for amendments to the
Muamnicipal Act respecting the general system.

Mr. Ross ~Of the Township Council of West

RIO LEGISLATURE. |

~ posite sideof the House in this discussion.

tone which he usually wused
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e EREDITH sma he objected to the
~ tone used by the hon. gentleman on the ﬂ" |

e
ized the high ability of the Minister of

reco
Public Works, but if there was one thing in

which he made a mistake, it was in the
in  address-
ing the House. Mr. Fraser had made out no
case whatever against the motion. %e did not
say that the Minister of Kducation was&oblame,

because the House did not get the Kducationar
Report at an earlier season, but if the report
could not be got ready earlier than July of
each year, he did not see why it should not
be distributed to members as soon as 1t was
ready. There need be no violation of con-
stitutional rule, and he thought that the House

" should support the motion.

Mr. MILLER sympathized with the object
of the resolution. It was, he said, a great dif-
ference between the practice in England of sub-
mitting the Parliamentary reports there,

because of the great political importance attach- |

ed to some of the British 1eports. It was
impossible for members, hard at work from

Wawanosh —To amend the Assessment Act.

Mr. Creighton—Of;Town Council of Meaford
to same efiect,

morning till night in session, to find time to
digest the reports of the Departments. He
would like to have them in summer when he

By Mr. Hay—The petition of the Town
Couacil of Stratford prayving that the Bill be-
fore the House respecting the amalgamation of
the Port Dover and Lake Huron, the Stratford
and Huron, and the (teorgian Bay and Wel-
lington Railway Companies as the Grand
l:rgmk, _.\lauitmlliu, Georgian Bay, and Lake
Erie Railway Company may not pass.

By Mvr. Lyvoa -The petition of the Saulte
Ste. Marie Railway Company praving for an
Act to amend their Act of Incorporations,

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES,

Mr, FRASER presented the tenth report of |

the Private Bills Committee.

Mr. HARDY presented a report relative to

the classification of clerks.
PRIVATE DBILLS.

The Bill relative to London East was amend® |

ed in Committee, read a third time, and passed-
DISTRIBUTION OF REPORTS.

}lr. CREIGHTON moved ** That, in the
opinion of this House, it would be in the public
iterest to have the Public Accounts and De-
partmental Reports printed as soon as possible
after the expiration of the years to which they
respectively relate, and to have the same circu-
lated immediately upon being printed, whether
the House shall be in session at such time or
not.” This question had been frequently
brought under the notice of the House, and
had always been voted down. But the argu-
ments that had heretofore been used against it
could not be used now, Last August, when
they were at their homes, they had received a
report. And more than that, this report was
sent out with a he on the face of it. He did
not object to the report being sent out, but
he wanted to show that the argument of un-
constitutionality had been done away with by
hon. Ministers themselves., Some of the
rEﬂorta were brought down in time, but
others were very late, notably the Educational
Report, which was usually about two years be-
hind time. He hoped that hereafter they
would adopt a more sensible rule, and send out
the reports as soon as they were ready, whether
the House was in session or not.

Mr. FRASER thought it a pity that his hon,
friend was so much out of temper, and that he
had made a motion so much out of season. It
was his hobby, however, to make that motion
annually, The sending out of a report in
August was not inconsistent with the position
taken by the Government in 1878. The posi-

tion they took then they took now—that it
was & well understood constitutional rule that
reports shou.d be submitted to the House be-
fore being sent abroad. The report referred to
bv his hon. friend as being distributed out of
session was a report, not addressed to the
Lieut.-Governer, but to the lreasurer, and
therefore was a report which could meurly be
sent out to the country belfore being submitted

to the House. There was no reason why they

should Dbreak tue well-known constitu-
tional rule in the matter. The leader
at Ottawa ot hon. gentlemen opposite

had not made a word public of a most impor-
tant bargain, involving many millions of dol-
lars, before Parliament met, although such an
exceptional matter as that might well have
Leen mmade Publiu before the assembling of Par-
liament. The report of the Minister of Educa-
tion was not two years old when brought down
as alleged, but one year only. That was un-
avoidakle, however.

Mr. CROOKS said that circumstances pre-
'an‘hd t.h,ﬂ i“ul U'I thl! Edumtiun Report
before some months after the expiry of the
previous year. There were many ditficulties

in the way of bringing down that report sooner.
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might find some spare moments to read them
up. He hoped the Government would re-

‘consider their deecision 1n the matter.

Mr. SINCLAIR said he believed that in-
stead of blame the Government deserved praise
for their promptness in bringing down reports,
and he could not see the utility of breaking
through the customary rales of the House. In
this case there was no grievance whatever.
The reports were all brought down during the
session, except the report of the Mimster of
Kducation : and the Minister of Education had
given good asous for not briaging his report
earlies. !le would move in amendment that
as the reports were now brought down at
as early a date as possible, there was no ne-
cessity lor departing from the constitutional
rule.

Mr. LAUDER could not see why these
tables should not be submitted to the House
sooner. They knew that the Education De-
partment required time to prepare it, but it
did not reguire & whole year. To say that the
distribution of these statistics was a violation
of any constitutional rulc was, in bis opinion,
simply ridiculous. 1. ..y statute prevented
this desirable corse f.om being pursued it
should be changuc., and the reports §i ven to the
country immediately they were ready.

Mr. CREIGHTON said that in speaking on
his motion he had not intended to speak in a
personal manner, but merely to show that the
arguments once used against the motion could
not be used now. He did not think 1t was a

arty matter at all, and he thought it would
Ee wrong for the Government to vote down uis
motion, as he believed it would be in the best
interest of the country to have the reports dis-
tributed at as carly a date as possible.

The House divided on the ainendment, which |

was carried on the following division :—

Y EAS.—Messrs. Applebv, Awrey. Ballant) ne,
Baxter, Bishop, Blezard, Caldwell. Cascaden,Chis-
holm. Cook, ('rooks, Dervoche, Dryden, Ferris,
Field, Fraser, -eeman.Gibson (Hamilton), Gibson
(Huron), Graham, Harconrt, Hardy, Hawley, Hay,
Hunter, Laidlaw, Livingstone, Lvon, MeCraney,
MelKim, McLaughlin, Mowat, Mauarray, Nairn,

Neelon. Pardee, Patterson, Paxton, Peck. Robin- |

son (Cardwell), Robinson (Keat), Robertson (Hal-

ton), Ross, Sinclair, Springer, Striker, Walers,
! Wood —48.

!
1

N Avs. - Messrs, Baker, Bell, Boulter, Broder,
Calvin., Cr:ighton, French, Jelly,

dith. Merrick, Metcalte, Miller, Monk, Morzan,
Near, Richardsou, Rosevear, Tooley, White,

- Wigle—27.

Mr. Baskerville paired with Mr. Bonfield.

RAILWAY AID.

Mr. MILLER moved for a return showing :—
(1) The total amount of serip issued for this
Provinee under authority of the ‘ Railway Aud
Act.,” tue ** Railway Subsidy Fund,” orany
other Act or Order granting aid to railways out
of the finds of the Province. (2) The amount
redeemed and the amount outstanding on the
1st day of January, 1881. (3) The names of
the raillways to which scrip has been issued,
and the amount granted to each road, especially
showing the amounts redeemed and the amounts
outstanding. (4) The present value of serip
due each road at the date above-named, calcu-
lating the payments as capitalized at 5 per
cent. Carried. 5
THE AGRICULTURAL AND ARTS ASSO-

CIATION.

Mr. GRAHAM moved that, in the opinion
of this House, after the expiration of the cur-
rent year, it will not be in the interest cf the
public to continue the annnal grant of 310,@0
to the Agricultural Association of Ontario.
He said it might seem strange that a practical
farmer like himself should move for the aboli-
tion of a grant ostensibly used for the benefit of
farmers. He contended, however, that it did

Kerr, Lauder,
 Lees, Lonz, MeMahon, MeMaster, Mack, Mere-
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