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ight. It was hinted {haf the present Commission |
had been appointed for political purposes, aud
that one of 1ts chief duties would be to enguire
into the oyl workings of the N, ., as if any such
enquiry as that were at all necessary. (Applause.)
In appointing the Commission. practical men
Were selected who Ll personal  knowledge
0. the matters to be enquired into, have
ing mno regard for their political creed,
An effort would ke made to bring the report of this
Commission within the reach of every farmer in
the Provinee. Owing to the diderence in soii and
chmate no definite vulo could be laid down which
every farmer could safely follow, but thie report
wnui'd be of such a nature that it conld be utilized
by everyone, and if the surgestions given in the
evidence were followed, it wonld be the means of
adding bundreds of thoten nds o dollars annually
Lo the rosources of tie ., }'rovines, ey bhad tried
to impres= vpon the Vil er the value of under.
draining, abont which great ignoranne prevailed,
Somie farmers (hou hi v 100k away the moisture
which was need o for vegetation, instead of
Which it had the opnosite eFoet. With regard to
ihe destruction of toreois something might be
done to filll up the waste which waz going
on. There wasa tendency in 1he forest destrie.
tion to bring about winter-kilding, That mizat be

revented by the plantine of tree to form a wind-
Ermk. Much could be done in the wayv of instraet.
ing farmers in the matter of wrowing Iruit, some-
thing which would stimnlate production, The
whole country avpreciated the work of vhe Com-
mission, and very mnany peopie were awaitine the
publication of the report with a wreat deal of
anxiety. He was glad a desire had been shown 1o
advance the real interests of the people, and eon-
cluded by drawing o glowing picture of the hizh
position Canada was destined to fill as a vart of
the British Empire,

Mr. MEREDITH. aftor some complim: ntary re-
ferences to the mover and secondero the A delress,
and also to the Licure nant-Gaveen: r, proceeded to
discuss the boundary question, He complained
that there was on the part ol the Goverment a dis-
position to take a parlty advantage of the Domine-
ion Covernment with respect to this matter, Other
Provinces were jealous of Ontario, aud there were
many ditlicultios in the way of a faal =attlemeoent of
the dispute, and a settlement would be greatly
facilitated were the Government topurane a ditter-
ént course,  He endorsed the proposed action of
the Government witl respect to the subsidy to the
Ontario and Pacitie J unction Railvoay, and stated
tial chat action had not been luken a moment oo

soon. He warned the Government that the pay- |

I'reasury little of 1he surplus left by the Sandfield-
Ma donald Government. [{e thought the charac-
terol the work done by the Agricultural Conitiis-
§10L should be jndged by the report submitted and
disclaimed having ever attempied to prejudice
the Commission by expressing fears that it cover-
ed an attack onthe N.P. }Ha. maintained that pub-

lie ovinion was more strongly than ever uil:msﬁd "

te the erection of new Farlinment Bai dings,
and urgued that the mozey might be more use-
fully expended. The Opposition last scesion bad
looked on while supporters of the Government
were linding fanlt with the policy ot that Minister
of Education with resnect 1o Upper Canada ol
lege, and he thonght it WS necessary that some-
thing should be done with respect (o that instita-
tion after the discuscion which then 1ook place.
He hinted that some disenssion was likely to take
place during the session on the apyoiniments in
University Colleze. which were  certainly
not prompted by a pational feelinge. Referring to
the Judicature Lill, he thought the eulogy of the
member for Hamilton on the Attorney-General in
connection with it was somewhal extravaszant.
The measure was in one respect ina wrong diree.
tion, inasmuch as it would tend to centralize law

ment of 8,000 » mileto that road would leave inthe |
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business more than everin Toronto, A better Ire- |
LIrm, he contended, would be the ereation of three |
courts instead ol one, that s, one cast and one |

west of Toronto, He regarded the measure 4N pre-
mature, and stated that in this opinion he was in
harmony with many eminent members of the
bench and bar, He hoped private richis would e

refully respected in any legislation respecting

streams, and acreed that something should be |

doue about the question of market foes. lie ridi.
cwled the paragraph relerring o legislation in
alternate [ess1ons, wnd preferred bienmal AC8ELions,
He 0 oncbt a more important reform wouuld be a
redae 1 in the moember: hip of the A Hembly, and
Seel o sumpiidication of the forms of js procedure
3 Wo ila aduit of a shortening of the session to 30
days. e repudiated Lthe charce that the Opposi-
tion were in favour of abolishinz the Provincial
Legislature, and coneluded by expressing a hope
that the session would be o brief one,

Mr. MOWA'T, on risiag to reply, was received
with apuplause, He noticed the t'mupii!lll‘uiﬂl‘}'
references of the Joader of the Opposition to the
mover and seconder of the address, and said that
they were destined to make their mark in the
House should they continne ta devote their time
to the Provinee, Regarding some remarks made
0y his hon. friend the leader of the Oppesition as
to the Licutenant-overnor he said that the Gov
ernor had =20 far acied as a constitutions] Gov-
ernor, and he felt sure that he would continue to
do so. His hon. friend had mentioned the
Boundary Award, and had =aid that ithe Dominion
Government had not yel had  an  opportu-
nity to show whether they opposeéd it or
not since the last session of the Ontario
House. His hon, friend was referring to the
resolntions passed hy that Houwse, bur he
eemed (0 forget that those resoluntions woere
passed on the third of Mareh., and that the i)o-
minion House remiained in session (o two months
atter that date. A Committen of the Mouse of
Commons had also considered the question, —a
Comnmittee hastile to the interests of Ontario with
a hostile chairman, HBefore the resoluitions refer-
red to were passed there was a debate in the
Commons on the subject. tuken part in by Minis-
ters, who argued that the award was a bad one,
and that Ontario was entitled to the awwrd she
had received, 'f‘m-n.ef:}nm therefors, had a wood
cause of complaint agzainst the Dominion (xovern-

ént in that matter, g
m_ur. MORKIS asked if there had been any coms-
Iaunical ions on the suject sinee lal session.,

Mr. MOW AT could not say just then whether
there had been any written communicalions
or not, but there had been  verbally.
His hon. friend opposite had Joined with
the Government in the view taken by them on this

uestion, and the hon. gentlemen bad sald that
they still took the same vie W, yel he spoke as if
there was something doubtful about the matter by
which they might Justify the Dominion Govern-
ment two years after the” award was mude, The
territory awarded was at present in such » state
that no one could tell whether any law existed in
that section or not. The territory was becoming
seiLiled, and if a proper giate of things were in
yYozuo more people would go there. No one had
found fault with the chof ce of the Arbitrators, and
they had nol even a warded so mueh wo Ontario as
the old Province of Canada had claimed. There
was no doubt but that the minimum award had
been given. A defence of the Dominion Goy-
ernment for not confirming the award, and
making known what sort ol law was in force in
that territory, was not possible, and as hon, gen-
tlemen opposite had united with him last session
they would probably do so again, The hon. leajop
of the Opposition had saia that they were preszing
this matter 100 Lard, but there was no foundation
for that staiement, The hon. member for East

' Toronto was of opinion thal they did vot press it
- hard enough 10 maice his Ottawa friends give WAaYy.
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With reference to (he new Parliament Euildines
and the a}qn-n};n-iutinn of 35,000 for the safety of the
records of the Crown Lands Department., he went
on to say that it woull he unneeessary to have an
appropriaiion of $500,000 were theso the ouly re-
cords 1o be gmarded, But evere department had .
very important records, the destruction of whieh |
would occasion VEry =erious [nss. These all re-
quired to be taken cars of. His aon, (riend had |
said that they wers not S0 to ger the buildine
arcatad for the suym namagd. Well, i they could
not get them counstructe: for the sum which had
been sanctioned by the Lsegislature they would not
be erccted at yll. "

Mr. MEREDITH—What about the safety of the
publie records, then?

Mr. MOWAT--Then they would have to be
taken care of soparately. A number of designs had
been furnished to the Government, and competi-
tors declared that the designs submitted could be
erceted for the sum named, They wonld ulti-
mately test that, however, hy calling for tenders
wihicen W plans were sclected. It would be a very
extravdinary thing if the I’ro vince of Ontariocould
not prosvde suitable buildings for the requirements
of the Government. Iis hon, friend had referred to
some statements as to the expenditure and wman-
agement ol the Upper Canada College, but he was
glad that his hon. (riend did not endorsc these
statements, not knowing that they we re true. The

' 1onse wouald be supplied with the fullest informa-

tion 1. regard to al) particulars, anda at the same
Lime the Government would lay before the House

. the advisability of certain changes in connection

with that institution. which they hoped wonuld re-
move al! objections to 't, and give to it a Provin-
cial character, His hor friend had referred also
to the Judicatere Bill. The English Judicatare
Bill had been passed seven yeers ago, and they
were enabled to judge of its defeets, glthough it
had been amended  and was now working well,
giving satisfaction to both Beneh and Bar, All
the reforms promised by its promoters have been
realized. It was, as everybody who had
studied the question knew, founded on tihe
New York Code, a code which came into opera-
ton a quarter of a century azo, 'They had the ex-
!n-rurume of that code, and of the several States

W which it was adopted to guide them, and al-
thougir he did not think that they shonld hurry
fhe matter, he took the step when he could no
lonzer justify delev. JHe had never taken any
step whieh involved so mueh labour as this one in
order to adapt it 1o the country. His hon, friend
had remarked that he thought the Bill had a ten-
deney to centralization. But the contray was the
fact, and his professional iriends in Toronto had
sald that it half ruined them in going towards de-
centralization, and beyond all doubt the Bill did
tend that way, His hon. friend did not dispute that
on the subject oi the public rights in the streams
of the country some wise legislation was neces.
Sary, and in faer he did not know that he disputed
ihe propriety of any oi the legislation suggested in
the speceh with one exception, to which he wonid
presently refer, Persons who Lad patents of the
land were supposed now to hy Ve power to prevent
any use of the siream: for example, of Hoating
aown lumber, The assumption of such rights
were wholly unexpeeted, and if left alone they
would soon render those sircams valueless, A
ticasure would be laid before them which would
commend itself 1w the wood sense ot the House,
and which would not involve the loss of indi.
Vidual interests. One ohiection made by his hon.
friend was that the 1} ouse should eonsider,
in  view of the large amount of legis-
dation  already passed. whether they should
continue legislating every year. There was no
doubt a great many whn would rather see less
legisiation, and who did not like any addition to
the laws even if such addition was an improves-
ment, and there was something in that view.
There would be no legislation in the alternate ses-
5100, unless urgent v needed. and then it might .
possibly be required, Tae question was, wheller
now that they had gone over the whole of the
statute book and over every subject within their
mriadietion seszion aftepr session, they shonld EO
on making laws each session or confine their at-
tention to that braneh of their duties every other
session.  His hion, friend rather favourcd hiennial
fessions.  That + 'as open to objection.

Mre, MEREDITH—] made o such suggestion.,

M MOWAT—-Waell, [ have been for some time
(rying to discover whether be was or not, and it
scems he is nol. t'robably he was making up his
mind on that subject, The GGovernment had eome
L) no concinsion on thejr part, for it was a ques-
Lion wineh required s greaf deal of consideration.
He did not pretend to say that he had yet
thorough'y made his mind up on the subject, and
he did not ask the House to lewislate on it now,
and perhaps he never would.,

Mr. MEREDITH- Does the hon, geutleman
mean that he is not in favourof alternate sessions /

Mr, MOWAT replied that what he had said had
reference only to biennial sessions,

Mr. MEREDITH ~1s the hon gentleman in
favour of alternate sessions !

Ar. MOWAT could see ne solid ohbjection to
contining legislation to alternate sessions. His
hiou, friend had said that this wasa new subject,
bur this was not correct. It was suggested some
yYears ago by Mr, Blake, a gentleman in whom
they had great coniidence — (applause)—and in
whom the country were past expressing their con-




