\f’

road.

graae the The bonuses had

them to
not only been procured and handed over to the

trustees, but bad been realiz:d wupon, and
the money had been expended. ‘The amount of
these bonuses footed up, in the aggregate, to no
less a sum than half a million of money. leeling
for the position of the roads, but feeling more for
the municipalities interested, the Government

watrd the completion of the roads thus commenced.
They felt, hav.ng rogard to the puast policy of the
House, that it might be said that the faith of the
Province had been to some limited extent pledged to
those municipalities which had voted these large
sums, and to the companies which had exponded
thein. Feeling all this, the Government had placed
a notice of resolutions upon the paper with this ob-
ject in view, but they found that public feeling
was very strong against future aid to railways in
any shape at presen!, It was the duty of the Gov-
ernment to give ellect to public opinion, and they
would not Le true to themselves or to the country it
they did not do so. Finding public opinion as ex-
pregsed to Le so, they fouud themselves unable to
aid those roads. Having come to this datermina-
tion in reference o railways in course of construe-
tion, the Govermmeaat feltit to be their duty to wara
municipalities and railway promoters promoling
new schemes usnd new roade 80 that they nay
be guided accordingly. IHe did not pretend to say
for & wota.ul that the Legislature would not be
asked to grant aid to rarlways in the future, Al
he did say was (hat the public feeling was strong
in the direetion of withholding all aid to railways
at present, and the Goveramen! felt it to be their
bounden duty (o give effect to that ruﬂi"m They
had decided to have no railway policy this scssion,
and he asked to withdraw the notice of resolutions,

Me. MEREDITH thought that this was a most
singular statement just made by the Commissioner
of Crown Lands.  Tha hon, geatleman stated that
puiblic feeling was against the granting of further
atrins L0 lailw.;y4_ Where did he finl that feel-
ing ? e considersd the Governmeut occupied a
most humihating position.

Mr, SINCLAIR regretted extramely the reanln-
tion at which the Government had arrived. Seyer .|
of the municipalities had voted bonuses on Lhe
sirength of the general policy of the Goveranment
He read a number of bonuses geanted to the Strat
ford and Lake lluron Ratlway. e thought tha
Qs stoppage of Governmen! aid was v mnst griny

pus wrong done to the poopl!e of this section, To

himself was in a manner plodged for the faith of

the Gioverument He was afrald that this wiih-
holding of aid would bring matters on this road to
» scandstill,

Mr, PARDER said that his hon. friend from
London affected to misanderstand him. lle dis-
tinctly statal that the.faith of the Province had dfot
been pledged to the railways in question,

thought they could not consisiently refuse aid to-

!

|

| that was the county of Druce.

the Attorney-General answering railway deputa-
tions, and he was sure nobody could draw from
these utterances the idea that grants to railways
were 1o come to an end. The member for Muskoka
wad perhaps satisfiod with what he had got.
A railway runnin up tarough Muskoka
had been bonused to the extent of $8,000 per mile,
and perhaps the hon. gentleman would rest and be
thankful witn that. Those sections of the country
which had reccived aid sureiy could not be so scl-
fish now as to refuse to less fortunate counties their
fair share of subsidies. [le would like to mee the
Indian Peninsula got a litile of the Gevernmeut
ald. He wouid also like to know who were the.
men who had induaced the Government to change
their mind so radically and so suddenly, e could
assure the member for Muskoka that the selfishness
which he had displayed that day would do no good
to the back country which Lo represented. Had
not the Attorney-General during the election
stated that the Province was still possessed of $4,-
000,600 of a surplus, And now they said they were
too poor to assist deserving railway enterprises,
I{ there was one section of the Provinece which was
in moed of railway faoilities more than another,
IHe hoped the gen-
tlemen who advised the withholding of aid would
give the House tho benefit of their opinions.

It being six o’¢c.ock the Speaker left tno chair,

Aftor recess,

Mr, DEROCHE could not see that the Govern-
ment could have adopted a different course than the
one proposed. He had not yet come to the conclu-
sion about aid to railways. He had secn a great deal
of good flowing from aid given in the past, and
hoped it had not yet altogether ceased. He sym-
ﬁnthised‘. strongly with some of the gentlemen who |

ad spoken,particularly the hon. member for North
Bruce, and also the member for South Grey, and

swould have been very glad if their roads could have
been assisted, He thought there were some roads
now being projected that were deserving of aid.
Chief among these was the Toronto and Ottawa, a
road which would unite important centres and
greatly facilitate trade. The Napanee and
Tamworth road was also deserving of sup-
port as it was destined to open up valuabie |
agricultural and mweral resources. ‘There
were other roads which were oertainly entitled
to assistance, and he was glad to hear that the
Government did mnot say that they would not at
somo future time be in a position to grant railway
aid. Roference had been made to a Goverament
caucas, and rumour had it that there was another
uinucul—n. caucus of Her DMajesty's loyal Opposi-
tion.

Mr. MEREDITH -The hon. gentleman i3 mis.
taken. No caucus of the kind was held,

Mr. DEROCHE—~Waell, if there was not we all
know what would have been the result had
thore been a caucus. (Laughter,) The object of
the Upposition scemed to he to hawmper the Govern-
ment, and to convey the impression that the Gov-

Mr. CALVIN could not agree to the withholding
of aid from railways when he saw tho Government |

ernment avd its supporters were divided. He was
proposing to erect buiidings we did not wan: at a

glad 0 znow that the Government was one with its

008t of $300,000. lnlluwir!hun this question, and he would cordially
/ Mr. HUNTER could not allow the decision just | Y4pport the motion. . .
v gRiven to pass without notice. The mnuimpulijtinl \/ the SPKAKER declared the discussion out of rl

order, a8 there was no motion before the Cliair, and

Wer i ) '
ere certunl{rhd to believe that thore would be - | the matter was thon allowed t> drop .

[ no changein the railway policy of the Government,

’ No doubt the opinion of the country was against

l

tho granting of furthor aid to railways. But then
the municipalities were committed to railwaw-
building, and this desertion of them by the Govern-
ment was, he considered, ill-advised. ITe was bound
to protest in the interest of his coustitucuts Against
the policy just euunciated.
deciared promise there was ce ciainly an implied
ono that the ratlways which were building in the
Province would be assis ed by the public money

Mr. MORRIS thought the position of the Govern-

meut very humiliating. What is the reason assigned
The Com-

tor the change of policy on their part,
misaioner of Urown Lands said that public opinion
was against the former policy. What auswer had
pmm given to deputation aflter deputation congern-
iog ratlways ? Had they not been lad to beliove

- that aid would be given them in their schemes ? He

Although there was no

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES,

Mr. MOWAT submitted a message from the
Lieutenant-Governor asking for a further sum of
$10,000 towaras bearing any expenses which may
be incurred in maintaiuing the rights of the Pro-
vince to the territory recently awarded, and in

maiataining the constitutional rights of the Pro-
| vince in other matters,

ADDRESS OF CONGRATULATION 7T0
GOYERNOR-GKNERAL.

Mr. MOWAT said it was a fitting thing that be- |
fore the House adjourn they should pass an addross |
of congratulation to His Kxcallency the Governor- 4
(teneral and Her Royal Highness the Princess
Louise upon their escape from & recent accident. |
When the accident became known it excited a great
deal of sympathy and concern on the part of the peo-

TIIE

agreed partially with the conservative principle =’ ple, .and of rejoicing that the injury re-
adopted by the Government. But he would not N\ \ ceived had not become more serious. He
change a settled policy of this kind hastily. The \J need not say that before His Excellency |

hon. geutlemen opposite bLoasted of their Inrge

majority, but on the first great question they had
been found lacking in backbone,

soction of the Provinee was now pretty well
laced with railways. He agreed with the
Commissioner that public opinion was against
the granting of further aid. It was wrong
to say that dus warning had not been given of the
probable withdrawal of aid to railways. The
schomes now before the country were more local
than proviucial, and were therefore less doserving
of supvort. He thought the time had come to
panse. Hon. gentlemou must remember that the
Provincial funds had been wused to lightou the
burdens on muuaigcipalities.

Mr. LAUDER said nobody had yot got up in
support of what the Commissioner of Crown Lands
had said in rogard to the feeling of the country
being against geanting aid to railways. Where

was the public opinion he spoke of ? He had heard

and Her Royal Highneas came to this country there
was a great deal of respect snown for him and his

long line o{ mnoble aucestors, as well as for Her

\ i Royal Highness. Since their coming to the countr

v Mr. MILLER said the hon. gentleman would that feeling nad increased,and it was desirable thn{
find that it was not a new thing to find a Govern- their gtay amongst us should be a bappy and & use-
ment altering a policy. As far as he was concorned ful one. He moved the following resolution:— |
he was quite preparod to support whatever policy ‘*That au humble address be presented to His |
the Goverument brought down. It must be remem- Iixcellency the Governor-General, congratulating
bered that th‘u actual surplusg of the Province was not His Excellency on the providential eacape of His
very large. The Government, he supposed, could not Kxcellenoy and Her Royal Highoess the Princess
bring down a policy unless it was & comprehensive louise from the alarming danger in which they
one. Aid-granting must come to an end some Lime, were placed by a recent accident "
and this perhaps was ae good a time as any. He Mr. MEREDITH had much pleasure in seconding
claimed that ample notice had besn given of the | the resolation. |
near end of the granting of subsidies by the Govern- The motion was carried, and referred to a Select
ment. He trusted that the t:mu.rnuld 800n come Committee composed of the Attorney-Gieneral,
when the finances of the Proviuce wou'd agal Messrs. Meredith, Morrie, and Pardee, with in-
justify the assisting of railway euterprises. He structions to prepare a report.
was whu,ll}lslrum mm"l: with tllr Eurﬂ;ﬂu?‘t on this The ATTORNEY-GKENKRAL, from the Commit-
point, y certainly wou ave the support " whi ;
of thir friends had thoy brﬁuglhrt ! ety b P“':fg i Eiiﬂmﬂud on the address, which read as fol
granting aid to railways. a policy had been - . .
brought down the Opposition would havesfallen * To the Right Honourable the Marquis of Lorne,
foul of that, just as they uow objectod to a want of ‘Et‘:: B., Governor-General ol Canada, eto,, etc.,
policy. Moo

. May it Please Your Excellency,—~We, Her Ma-

v Me. FERRIS called the attention of the House to | ' jésty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legisla- |

[0 0\ $2" Stume wawiite oF €he TRpehUN Tl | | tive Assembly of the Province of Ontario, in sossion
¢en loud in speaking of the burdens the Pi | to ixcellenc

Sod Biousied Tor’ Tlued hemean. The waaten assombled, beg leave to express to Your Excellency

~ our most sincere con gratulations on the providen- |

tial escape of Your Kxcelloncy and your illustrious
consort, Her Royal Highness the Princess Louise
from the alarming danger in which you were plmec{
by jour recent accident. _

** The personal salety, welfare, and happiness of
tho representative and the daughter of our be-
loved Sovereign must ever be a matter of the most
lively concern to the people of Ontario.

‘“ We only echo the untversal sentiments of those
on whose behalf we are permitted to speak when
we give utterance to a feeling of profound thank-
fulness that, in a moment of extreme peril, more
serious counsequences were averted, and to the
earneat hope that, in a very short time, ler Royal
Highness may be able, in fully recovered health,
to receive the welcome thateverywhere awaits her
appearance among thqee to whom she has so great-
ly andeared herself."

The address, having been read the second time,




