dred thousand dollars. The present

which he now says should got

contiuued for a #-y. (Cheers.) He did
not wish to chargo that they bad been do.
ing what was wrong; but what he did
olaim was that the hon. gentieman was
now taking an improper position, He bad
drawn much to support Lis positioun from
the fact that a fund had been provided
to pay the expense, Just because a fund
had accumulated or been provided was one
of the greatest reasons why it should be al-
lowed to accumulate for five or ten years,
If it were parliamentary to say subier-
fuge, that would be the term applied to
the argument that the 80 acres was
not needed. What difference did it
make if the 80 acres were not

| needed, they would be increasing in value

each year so that in 1rve or ten years
there would be emough reeeived by the
sale of the land to erect new buildings
without drawing upcn the public ox-
chequer. He veutured to say that the
argument would not be suflicient to
deceive the publie, but that when they
looked at the matter in 1ts true light, they
would condemn the position taken by the

Government, What was another prnputl
siion. Why nothing more than to erec.
a new Asylum at a cost of five or six hun.

Asylum has cost very nearly that eum,
and complaints were made evea now
by the Superintendent, th the
land was not sufticient, The hon, gentle.
man proposed to make it absolutely neces.
sary to erect a new Asvium ana toabandon
the old. He was willing that the poor
lunatics should safter, provided the new |

' Parliament buildings were only ecrected.

Again he puts the value of the land now |

~occupied in the neighbourbood ol 5200 -

000. In the same ratio ot calcula'ton as
adopted by the hon, gentlieman in five
years il wounld bo worth ha't a mitlion,
and i2 ten seven hinodved an ! e thow
sand dollars or perhaps a million, %he |
true way to look at the matter was to take
the $25, 000, said 1n 1873 to be suflicient,
and erect a firc-proof vault to proiect the
public documents, and to keep the lands

for ten or fiftacn yeats when a very large |
siifa would be realizad by their sale,

Mr, FRASER—% We will not get a sile
for nething to wait as long a§ that |”

Mr. MEREDITH, continuing, said he would von-
turoe the statement that tho ¢ity of Toronto would be

just as ready to give 'h'}dlgud ;nr new buildings in
y

ton years as they are to-day. had Dbeey gaid the
%E‘FT!‘ bujlding rotarded the progross of the city.

6 saMd arg d hold good ten years from
tho presont. The poople do not desire an unncces-
sary exponditure of money, and it was only just to
the country that the présent buildings should Lo
continued to be occupied. The pecple had not been
permitted to pronounce an opinjon upon a question

- of 8o much importangs, an the Government

would be tgking vantage of the poopie
if thoy foreed the question upofi thom at the prosont
time, because it could not be justified. Ho moved
iu amendwent that all the words in the motion lflcs
“ that" be struck out, and the following subsiitule
thorefor, ** Wnile thig Houso is prepared to assent to
the n‘;pmprintinn nl? such roasonable sum as |
may boe equired for ths protection f"ﬂ;&
B8 o0 g regords, of G YIUR hbs
EPATtment,it 18 01 Opinion that no & fiicient rénzdh
exigts for incurring at tho preseant time the large
expenditure involved in the ercction of new 'atlia~
ment and Departmontal buildings, and that an op-
poriunity should be offered to the electors of pro-
wouncing upon the question before the PFrovinco 1s
committed Lo so large an expenditure, and to Lhat
end that the consideration of the gquestion should be
p-ustpnuu_d until after the next general election. ™

Mr. MOWAT exprossed his surprise at the posi-
tion which had beon taken with regard to this
question by the leader of the Opposition, Kvery-
body knew, and admitted, that these buildings
wore inadequate to their purpose, and they had
daily experience and observation of that fact. That
they were unhoealthy even tho hon. gentlgmen did
not dispute,

Mr. MEREDITH said he did digpute it,

Mr. MOWAT said he belliovad that his hon,
friond was the only person he had met who took that
ground. Every travellor who visited these build-
iugs in the course of his travels spoke of them as
being disgraceful to a FProvince having tho re-
gsources and prospects of the Proviuce of Ontario,
‘I'he Government thought the timoe had come when
buildings so inadequate, 80 unsightly, and so dis-
graceful to the Pruvince should no longer be the
buildings in which the work of Parliamont and thg
Departmeonts jshould be carried on,j and ,that their
resourcos snd means of paying for them were 8 ich
as to justify the action which the Gvernwmont
were about to take. lThe hon. gentleman com-
plained of the lateness of ;]:l ttmg in which
they had bLrought the matter before the Ifouse
but he shou remomber that the lubjml
had been mentioned at the earliest possible
momen', namely, in the Speech from the Throune, 80
that the House and the country were made aware
that the appropriation was to be aeked for, and the

matter had been discussed by the newspapers
and otherwise over since, The hon. momber said
that the matter should be submitted to the voto of

the people, but that had mnot been t urs0 pur-
sued by hi’s political leaders w1 Hﬁl‘r,qla‘llﬁi ar-

liament buildings at Ottawa, 1t was quite comhhion

this_gou tx{ 3 ereot mew Parliament buil
o

for the hon. ge'n%lqu AT hl_zrfﬁﬁ:..ll in the

oct thusiasm
ﬁ%?lﬁm ﬁ:'nlphl IB.‘%II had been quite igmored
when they wore in power themsclves, Tne hon.

gentleman had referred to the opinion which he
Mr, Mowat) had expressod some time ago in
avour of erocting new buil Mogs. Ho had th
then,as he thought now, that u{ 8 be eggot~
ed, but the ground he took at (hit time was that
publio sentiment was not then, as hb believed it
was now, ia favour of the schome, Ii the
remarks of the hon, gentleman with regard
o n%r financial position meant anvibing hei
oan ‘ L“"{

fhat wo pevE¥F Would ~able

ings.
Aax ithe peo YANGCOQ TLEIr WAIILS WCrQ 1UCToABLDE,
and the e pehdl:urufwm mﬁrzﬁ!in& consequenily,
on the theory of the leader o o Oppodsition 1n8W
buildingé would neyer be erected. Lhe positjoh
was one that mno one ptiundigg to sustaln nu
charsctor of a statesman would assume, If tho
finances of the country were diminishing, as had
bean alleged, in a few years they would certainly
not be able to build new buildings. He protested
against such an argument as that tho Proviuce of
Ontario was not able to pay for new buildings.
(Cheers,) He contended emphatically that the P'ro-
vince was able, and that the country would uphold
the expenditure, They had been giving millions of
money to aid the municipalities. Millions more
had been spent in railways that had been“'a great
benefit to the country, and millions had been laid
out in public works, and the state of the finances
would justify the expenditure of half a million for
new buildings which the country would endorso.
If the property was not already in the hands of the
Government they would atill be able to ercct the
new buildings, 7The property when sold would
nearly pay the cost, and ounly a emall sum wouid be
takon from the treasury. The time had arrived
when the work could safely be pro-
ceeded with, Reference had been made to
the $126,000 for the ercction of & wing, and
and that sum had been reduced to $25,000, but the
plan had been abandoned. 7There were raany roa-
gons why it should have been abandoned. If the
gum had been expended, and the ncw wing built,
it would have made the building a permanency,
and it would be unjustifiable to erect a building at
such a cost which would be’ abandoned after a few
years, 1t was for that reason the project had been
abandoned, and the fact that it was found after-
wards that $25,000 was insufficiont for the erection
of a fire-proof vault suitable for the wants
of the country, The course to pursué now was
to erect mew buildings. The cost might exceed
five hundred thousand dollars because mistakes

| had heen made, but that was not very likely, The

Opposition seem to think It was no disgrace to the
ocountry that the public documents were unsafe,
and that the Government rented two buildings. If
the question was submitted to the country he would
not hesitate to say that such a position would not
Le endorsed by the people. NoO oounty council
would bo content unless they owned their buildiugs,
and the people would certainly think the country
poor indeed that was not able to own its huildings
(Cheers.) He apprehended that when the timecame
the House would not be in sympathy with the
amendment, but that they would recogunize the
propriety of erecting suitable buildings for, the
business of the country without undue strain upon
the financcs, and that the pretence of 0CouOmy
would be repudiated by all. (Cheers.)

Mr. YOUNG could not comprehend why the op-
position showld grow wup, because if there was no
other reason than the inflammablefcondition of the
buildings that would be sufficient to render neces-
sary the ercction of buildinga, They have been
used for barracks, Parliament buildings, and a
lunatic asylum, .

Mr. BOULTON—They are used for that now,

Mr. sl Y said in his report that tnore was not
asingle fire-proot vault to contain the public docu-
ments, The opinion was that of & gentlomen who
had the good of the Province at heart. There weore
fifty-five stoves and forty-five grates going
every day in the inflammable old rookery, 'In some
counties tho authoritiee were compelled by law to
have the records frutec:ed from fire, He had been
told tha: last session one hon. gentleman while th e
House was in session had to protect himself from
rain drops by an umbrella. He referred to the in-
sulliciency ot the committes rooms, and mentioned
that soveral gentiemen had come from a distance
to give evidence before the Railway Accidents Com-
mittee, and a room could not be had to hold the
meeting iv, On sanitary grounds he contended
that new bulldings should be erected, He felt that
by placing the buiidings in the Park, in a compara-
tively stwort trme, tho buiddings would be in the
centre of the city because he believed that in twenty
years Toronto would be the greatest city in Canada,
te thouzht that alter the expenditure had been
mado it would not sxceed $125,000 over and above
the amount received from the esale of lands,
He relerred to the artic'e in the Mail, wherein it
was chargei that supporters of the Government
were oppused w the erecti'n of the buildings be-
cause Lthey were jealcus of Toronto. This he claim-
ed was entirely incorrect.  (Hear, hear.) He
crealod much amusement by reading the remarks of
the Opposition organ with respect to those who
really ware opposed to the ereciion of new buiid-
ings. He would rather ask for a larger amount at
the outset, than to have a bill for exiras presented
afterwards,

Mr. WATERS supported the position taken by
tho Hlon, Minister of Crown Lands because he con-
sidored the erection of new buildings were an abso-
lute necessity for the good of the country. He had
been up among his constitu>nts eince “7“ opening
of the House, and had conversed with soveral Con-
gervatives who were warm supporters of the Lon.
member for London, and the feeling was that the
buildings should be erected. If the hon. member
for London would go through the house as he (the
speaker) had doune, he would find the basement
under the western portion of the building was not

it for human habitation, The timbers of tho roof

were rolten. The whole condition of the buil
was €0 bad that public documonts were not let;,

:: l: rilt;[nmrted the erection of new buildings becanss

scnelble to ohject to the expoenditurs of a half & mil-

— = “'_

i
|

¥

eved that the people of Ontario were too |

ion on & building to be owned by & Piovince that

had such a geoat future before it,

Mr, WHITE said his constituents were
to the proposition, ana he was also nnuim:l:f“ﬁ

was amply proven by the statement of the hon.

e el w8
= — = 2 .

el ol A e . M.

il
PR S LR L R T T
e " I —

e
B T




