erected as part of a different scheme trom
that contemplated by Mr, Sandfield Mac-

donald,
culatlon upon

|

‘ cents they had ffa

that case, and the bullding had finally)been [
|

They had based thelr eal. |
the cuble spacs of !
the building to be erected, and they
had placed the cost per toot of this
cubic space at 15 cents per foot. The
buildings that were projected in 1853 were
estimated at aboul three pence one farth.
ing per foot, but in 1856.7, when (hat
came to be revised by architects of the
Public Woirks Department, the estimate
was doubled and made cqual to about 13
conts, In placing th timate gt 19

50 comparison with the
cost of séveral public buildings, which had
lately been erected in the city, He had

taken the trouble to ascertain the cost of |

some of those buildings, and while Ey_a
were much more ornate and codtly

than the stylo of building proposed to be

erected tor the Provinoe, they were found
in almost every case to have cost less than
the Government estimated. The building
lately erected on the corner of Toronto
and Court strects cost only 13 cents per
foot, T'he new building on the coiner
of Scott and Front streets had two fronts
of cut stone, and it only cost 104 cents
per foot, ‘T'he Dominlon Bank algd, wiih
a1l il§ ernamentation, only cost 10} cents,
The building on the Sornér of Wellingion
and Scett strects, supposed to be the
handsomest 1n the city, only cost, with
its brown stone front, 16 cents, The
tUamilton Court House, a new building
vecently put up, and a building much

- more expensive than the one proposed,

' than it had at present,

cost only 14 cents, apd the A ail building
ouly cost 6 cents, The Government dia
uot intond to exceed to any appreciable ex-
tent the expenditure of$500,000, and if they
found that the buildings would cost any.
thing like $50,000 more they did vot in.
tend to go beyond the sanctlion of the House
and make the additional outlay without
authority, Tne Government proposed to
erect the new buildings without requiring
that the Province would have one dollar
more invested in Provincizl buildings
As tothe value
of the block ot land upon which the
buildings arc at present situated, the Pub.
lic Works Department in 1873 valued the
land at $800,000, Then he had the
oFlnion of the Assessment Commissione-
ol the city, a gentleman whose large ex-

I weight.
 feot on Front.etreet, running back to the !
middle of the block, at $150 per foot, and |

‘tlemen qf the city, all
ot experience and judgmeut, were entitled

Supposiug |
that the present value of the land were |
placed at $200,000, then add to that the '

perlence would entitle his opinion to great
Mr. Maughan valued the 957

the same frontage on Wellington-street at
$100 per foot, making in all $239,250 as
| its value, and ho said in his letter *¢ thus
8 & moderato valuation.” He had the
opluion of another gentleman, whoso
name he was not permitted to givo, to the
effect that 1f the Government cared to Lold

to the land they would realize not less

shan  $500,000 for it, flp;nrlulu.)

| His hon, friend would probably not dis.
pute the opinion of Ald. Close, one of the
largest speculators in the ot Y. He placed

| the preseng yalue of the front at $175
F-d A e

tlm? on cllington.street at
$125, makiog in all $237,000 for ibe block,

‘and he said, ““ Of course, if laid out in

small lote it wou!d realize much more,”
I'he opinion of Mr, ¥eMurray had also
been obtained, to thp effect that the land
would bring at present $263,175, 'I'ho
opinions of these three indepondent gen.

to be believed by the House,

value ol the eighty acres in the western
part of the city at §2,000 per acre, there
would be §$360,000, aud the position would
be that the Province would only be asked
!0 pay out of its exchequer the sum of
.51{10,‘000 for these wuew Departmental
buildings. (Applause.) In view of Jthese
lacts, the Government might well n.n.k the
House—~when it had bccomo necessany
that one of two things had to be done-—to
4sscnt to a proposition that would involve
&t the very worst a no larger expend..
ture than that, It had been sald by an

eminent writer that this action would tond

0 perpetuate in this country Federal
union as against legislative union, fe

had only to add that if that were to be the

of them gentlemen |

result, that the erection of new Provincial
buildings would have this tendency, he
thought the money would be well expend-
od, even if it should cost the whole ot the
ball million of dollars, (Applause and
choers,)

Mr. MEREDITH regretted tbat the
Government had not brought the matter
before the House at an carlier stage of the
sossion. When the subject was brought
before the House in 1873 by the then
member for West Elgin, it was found that
« number of gentlemen, including the

" Altorney-General!, were opposed to any

action at that time, He believed that if
the Government had toid the country 1n the
last election of their purpose in reference

to the new buildings they would not hayve |

recoived the support of the country. As

to the finaucial position of thoe country, he |

- claimed that almost the whole amount

which wus claimed as surplus was pledged
on account of railways, For the past
three yoars thore had been annual deficits,
and the deficit this year over the expeundi.
ture asked for public buildings cannot be
less than $125,000, In view of these facts,

in view of the large sum to be taken out of

- ——

~would not endorse that,

' $3830 05; in 1878, $2,777 85
1879, $3,841 33,

the surplus for the purpose of satistying its
liability to rallways, and the fact that

- geants would bhave to be given to other

railways, he contended that the financial
position of the Province was not such as
to warrant the expenditure asked for
unless it was absolutely necessary and in
the public iaterest., In reference to the
arguments adduced by the Commissioner
of Public Works he was glad that they Lad
not heard the argument thiat the hecalth of
the members absolutely required the erec-
tion of the buildings. The hon. gen.
tleman’s statements as to the expenditures
for repairs on the Government buildings
last year was ontirely misleading., In

the Accounts it would bs seen that the

expenditures for repairs in 1876 amounted
to $3,343 21, In 1877, $3,139 14 ; 1879,
$22,636 01, or three times in the last year
what it actually was. Then with the
Government House, It was a well.bujlt
house, but the expenditure for repairs
had been i1n 1876 $744416; ia 18717,
and in
Now, any argument at-
tempted to be drawn from such a com.
patison would certainly fail to have any
effect.  Buch a statement should Lot
bave been allowed in the Public Ac-
counts. In 1867, the system of the Pro.
vincial Government under Mr. Sandfield
Macdonald had bedn 6fie of etonomy,
They had expended large sums in repairs
and cerlainly the parallel was not a farr
one, Io 1873 the House had come to the
conclusion that the buildings were not
unfit for the keeping of the public docye
ments ; $125,000 had been asked for ip
1873 for the building of a wing. This
bad been reduced to $25,000 for the build.
ing of a fire-proof vault, The position
taken then favoured the posilion taken by
tho Opposition, The sum was thought
suflicient to build a fire-proof wing in the
western town lines limits, and he was
quite certain that it was sufficient
now, ‘['be hon, gfullemg_n secmed to think
that the present buildings were entire!y
unfit for the use of the legislators, He

ventured to say that the electors, if they

had an opportunity to éxress an opinion,
They might
say that if the buildings were needed, and
could ve erected for a reasopable sum,
that it would not be a disadvantage, The
position taken by the hon, gentleman that
the present buildings were not convenient
to one another, and that they were isolated,

- would go to the country and would mis-

- Ottawa,

| was either ono of two things,

lead. The buildings were
convenient as those now in use in
(Cheers.) The argument had
been wused that it was necessary
to erect mnew builnings to protect
the documents of the Crown Lands De.
partment, He did not for a moment con.
tend that there were no valuable docu.
ments, but he did contend that there were
a large number of documents in the vaults

Just as

which were rubbish, and that much more |

had been made of the argument than there
was really in 1it, (Cheers.) Under the
position taken by the Goverument, there
Eithﬂl' they
were magnifying the daugers greatly, or
the Gurgrm{mngt had been guilty of
doing that for soven long years




