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that assumption ho averred that the
facts warranted them in saying that these

purposes for which they were intended, |

that of the Attorney-

. try he did not think that that vias a stato
 of things which should be allowed to

was unanswerable, and starting with

buildings were wholly inadcquate for the

for of the six Departments of the Govern-
ment less than onc.half of them were Car=
riedl on within the present structure.
Neither the Department of Public Works,

: * 3&:15:51, nor tho Deo- |
pariment of Education were rccomraodated
within thess walls, while that part of the
Secretary’s Department relating to immi-

- gration and the Insurance Branch of the

Treasurer’s Department worealsocarriedon
in other buildings, So tnat they found

"this rieh Province which enjoyed

a large surplus, and was giving away l_nlli-
l10ns every year to aid various enterpriscs
t broughout the country, having its public
offices in buildings erccted hall a century
ago, and which were now inadequate to ac-
commodate one half of the Decpartments
of the public service. FPulting that
reasonably to the Housc and to the coun-

continue ; that Outario, in justice to itgelf
as the cmpire Province of the Dominion,
should have buildings such as would amply

modate all the Departments of the

§¢
51“ 1?9 sétvico. (Hear, hear.) o kuow

al from a miserly point ot view it might
suit the views of sotle Lon, génuisraen to
have the Departments of tho Province
scattered throughout the city, but he did
not think that the people of this Provioce |
would consider it fitting that they should F
zo about as public tenants cerrylng on
their business in private dwellings, 1l
stated further that these buildings were ab-
golutely uusafe. He did not speak of this
Chamber, but of the Departments ; and he
averred that any person who kncw
anything about the subject would say that
the preseat Crown Lands Depariment wag
no place in which such important public
documents and records as plans and maps
of the whole of our surveys, and the title
deeds of a large portion of the lands of
this Province, should be allowed to remain
for a single day. If a fire got into these
buildings and got any headway they would \
o hke a whiff of smoke, and there

would be no probability of saving it ;I
and though they had fortuunately S
escaped that calamity thus far no -
reasonable man could consent to allow _ \
this rick to continue for A moment louger "
than wag necessary, (Hear, hear.) Ad- | \
mitting these buildings to be uusate and |
inad2quate, they had to do one or other ol
threo thipgs; first, they might Dblind
themselves to tho present state of affairs,
and allow things to go on as they were,
and take their chances, Ie did not think
any man, whose judgment was worth any-
thing ULefore the people of this Fro.
vince, could honestly contend in favour
of that position, especially as the qu:stion
nad niready been pronounced ipoin by
the people’s repiesontatives, Two alter-
satives remained ; they might either re. |
coustruct the Crown Lands Department 8o
a8 to make it safs and suflicient for tho
public service, or else erect new buildings
out and out. Supposing they decided
that they should have a reconstructioun of
the Crown Lauds Department, it would
be well to cousider what was involved in
(hat proposition, Lu the first placoe l.hu‘ '
new butldings would have to be fire proof,
for as the Government bad made it im.
perative on the various counties through-
out the Province to provide fire.proof
buildings for their titlo deeds and other
such documents, they would not be war.
ranted in placing public documents ot
vastly greater 1mportance in a building
(hat was not fire proof, Another thing
which might be taken for granted was that
the new accommodation must be upon the
present site, tor nobody would suggest |
that any other should be selected for such
a purpose. That being admiited the next
t question Wwas that of cost. Somebody
| might be inclined to say that the neces-
gary expenditure would not be more than
$100,000 or $125,000, but they must bear
iu mind that if they adopted the course
which he was now considering they would
have to include with the actual cost of
the buildings the value of the block of
fand upon which the present buildings
stood. He would put the value of the land
at say $250,000, and suppogo that the

_,\

\

had an expendituro of $360,000 for single
Departmental buildings, as against the pro-
posed expenditure of $500,000, which
would give accommodation for all the De-
pattments, for the Legislative Assembly,
and for the library, and each of them
adapted to their respective requirements in
_every respect, (Hear, hear, and chcers.)
' And supposing that it was argued that it
| vas better to spend $350,000 in this way,
"and if they included accommodation for
| the olher outside Departments, tho amount
| would be very much greater than $500,000
' for the erection of new buildings, in what
 position would they find themsclves ?
The would vfa a ew‘Puil g repree
gan{ing the Crown Lands Department
placed alongside of an unsightly block of
"old tumble.down huildu:lgn one crying
¢t ghame” to the o'tl;Ei', an tf:u whole affair
a reproach to the Province and a by-word to
every one whovisitedthecity, (llear, hear,)
" The result would be that the Province
" would be corapelled out of sheer shame,
"and in respect for its position as the pre.
mier Urovince of the Dominion, to go on
and continue the work of erection by add-
ing new buildings for the other Depart.
' ments, and eventually on the Legislative
| Cchamber and the Library, And if they
'did that they would find that the cost
would reach to oue million dollars, instead |
of one half that amvunt as was proposed
by the resolutions before the House,
They would be met 1urthermore
with the constant ontecry fiom the
people of Toronto against the Provincial
Government occupying this valuable block
of land, and he courd not but say that the
cry would be a righteous one, when the
city was practically offering & new and
better site iree ot cost, Now the propo.
sition of the Government was to go to
work at omce aud erect new Prorvincial
_butldings to accommodate the Legislature
and all the Dapartments at a cost of not
more than $500,000, If he was right in
his calculation, and he thought he was,
the difference between the oost to the coun.
try of thissingle Department and the cost of |
new buildings out and out would be bat a |
mere bagatelle, when it was considered
that for the larger amount they would
have buildings which would be worthy of
the leading Proviuce of the Duminion.
Hon. geantlemen would naturally de-
sire to know upon what they based their
| assumption that the new buildings would
not cost more than $500,000, He would |
be told that estimates for public buildings |
‘uvariably tell behind the actual cost, and |
instanced the example of the Parliament
Buildings at Ottawa. He would say
| in the fitst place that the Govern-
| ment had 0o desire for the expenditury
of money merely for the sake of
expending 1t. Tney would much rather |
bs in the positign of &3 ‘iug that this ¢x-
| penditure was not neces3ary, if they could |

doy &N nnr_ll_fﬂ_tﬁllll? with their duties and
respousibilities to the people, than to

' accept the position in which they found
themselves with regard to this question, |
But they had counsidered the matter very
fully fromn the outset, and had taken care
to Miake themselves ceortain that the ex-
penditure would not exceed the estimate, -
T'o those who said that estimates for the
erection of public buildings were inva.
riably exceeded, he would say that if they
would take the record of the Pablic Works
Department for the past forty or filty
years they would fiad that everyone of the
pablic buildings erected within that time
had been srected for less than the esti. |
mated amount, (Cheers,) He took no
gpecial credit to the Depastment on that
account, only that they hud tried in every
case to make careful estimates, and to pre.
vent contraotors from getting the advan-
tage of the Province in those matters, He
pointed out that the estimates for the
erection of two cottages in 1877 for the
accommodation ot 120 patients, and a re-
{ractory ward at the London Asylum, for
140 patients, was $120,000, and that they
had been erccted for $101,090, In the same
yoar they had asked an aopropriation
of $160,000 for the erectjon ot a building
to aoccommodate 300 patients at the
Hamilton Asylum, and the building had
been erected for 141,000, The same was
true with regard to the Normal School at
Ottawa, and as to the Central Prison they
wero not responsible for the estimates in
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