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.an amendment would be, in nine cases out

of ten, to drive defendants to have their
claims drawn out technically by a lawyer.

- My, FERRIS said he thought it would
be hardly faic to place upon the plainlfl
the whole ouus of stating his case to the
smallest amount, while the defendun!
was not required (0 do anything ot tie
kind,

Mr. GIBSON (Hamilton) said that he
thought some such amendment as this
was uneeded, Every defendant should
have some kind of defeuce, and why
should be not set it out in simple form,
and without the necessity ol calling in o
lawyer?

Mr. MERRICK said the tendency of the
amendment would be to do what they
ghould try above all things to avoid—
namely, to increase the expense and com.
plicate the procedure,

Mr. HAY said his experience of des
fendants taught him that if pleadings
were required of them they would not
be forthcoming,

Mr, FRENCH suggested that the amend.
ment should be 8o changed as to require
the defendaut to make affidavit that he
had a good defence,

Mr, McCRANEY said he repudiated the
idea of introducing pleadings inte the
Division Courts, but he could not see any
good ‘reason why the defendant should
pot give some such particulars as those he
suggested. k¢ would, bowever, allow the
amendment to stand in the meantime,

'he amendment was put and lost,

Mr. McCRANEY moved the following
amendment ;—That the defendant in his
notice of defence shall state the ground on

which he intends to defend the action, but
the judge in his discretion may permit the

| defendant to set up olher grounds of de-

fence than those contained in his notice of
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The amendmwent was lost,

Ve Mo 'BANEY moved that the follow.
P Tee el Ddned dor Seataon 94 ——1'hat it

A sot ofl proved to the satisfaction of the

Judge excecds the amount shown to be due
to the plaintifl, the plaintiff shall be non-
sutted, or the defendant may elect to have
judgment for such excess, provided this
excoss. be within the jurisdiction ot the
Court; but if such excess bo
greater than the amount within the
jurisdiction of the Court, the judge
may adjudicate that an amount of such
set off equal to the amount shown to be
due to the plaintifi shall be eatisfied by
such claim, but such adjudication shall be
- no bar to the plaintift in any subsequent
suit for the residue of such claim.

The amendment was carried.

- The Committee then rose and re.
- ported.

Mr. MOWAT moved the adjournment of
the House,

 The House adjourned at 11:30 p.m,

NOTICES OF MOTION,

Mr. Bell gave notice that on Wednesday
next he would move the following resolu.
tien:--“That in the opinion of this
House it is expedient that the Government
of Ontario take into consideration the
queation of the location of the Pacific Rail-
way through this Province, in relation to
its cffects on the prosperity of the southern
poiiion of Ontario, and particularly on its
tuwns and cities on Lake Oantario, and if
the Government cousider that effect in.
jurious, it take such steps as i¢ may deem
best for preventing the bLusiness of the
country naturally pertainiong to the frontier

towus and cities from being drained off to
Montreal and Portland.”

Mr, Fraser gave notice that he will to-
day introduce a Bill to provide for the
ércction of new buildings for the accom-

modation of the Provincial Legislature
and the Public Departments,

Mr. Ricbardson—That on Wodnesday
next he would move for a return showing
the sums paid in the several counties and
united counties in Oatario to the County
Selectors of Jurors for services partormed

a8 such belween the 10th day ot Septem. |

ber, 1879, and the 10th day of Kebruary,
1880, such return to show how many and

which ot the selectors acted, and how much
was paid to each, |

The Attorney-General—That -he would
to-day introduce a Bill to secure the due
consideration of constitutional questions.

Mr, Wood—On Tuesday next, Bill to
amend the Municipal Act,

Mr. Pardee—On T'uesday next will move

|
' «¢That this Houso will resolve itself into

'a Committee of the Whole to consider
certain proposed resolutions relating to
railway aid,”
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