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Fourth Parliamant—First Session.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,
Teoronto, Jan, 23,
The Speaker took the chair at three
o'clock,
PETITIONS.
ed'l‘im following petitions were present-

By Mr. Paxton—From the township of
M ara andg a large number ol ratepayers

“in the county of Ontario, for the removal
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]
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of obstructions at the outiet of Lake Cou.
chiching.

By Mr, ibson (Hamilton)—From about
thirty clergymen of different denomina-
tions in the city of Hamilton, that 1ntoxi-
cating liguors be prohibited from being
sold on Chrisimas Day, Goed ['riday, and
days of public thanksziving.

By Me, Widdificld—From the Ottawa
City Passenger Ratlway Company, depre.
cating the amendments to their charter
applied for by the city ol Ottawa,

By Mr. Boulter—IFrom the Belleville
ana Nortih Hastings Batlway Coin pany, for
the extension of that line northward as a
colonization road,

Also—From the Corporation of the City
of Belleville to the same oflect,

By Mr. Appelbe—From the towpship ot
Hungerford, in the counvy of Hastings, to
the same efl:ct.

By Mr. Bishop—From Robert Morrison
aud others, for the incorporation of the
Baylield and South Huron Railway Coin-
pany,

Bv Mr. Springer—From the corporation

of the town of Waterloo tor aid to the |

Wellington, Waterloo, and Gceorgian Bay
Railway,

By Mr, Deroche—FKrom the townships of
Kaladar and Aungiesea, tor an Act to legal.
ize o certain byslaw,

Ey Mr. Widdifield—From the reeve and
deputy reeve of Newmarkes, the reeve of
Holland Landing, the first and second de-

puty reeves ol Kast Gwillimbury, and the |

reeve and deputy reeve of North Gwillim.
bury, for the erection of the North Ridiug
of York into a separate county,

By Mr. Creighton—Krom the Town-
ship Council of Keppel against the incor-
poratiou of the village of Wiarwon,

Also—From the same, against the grou p~
Ing clauses 1o ratlway charcters,

PRIVATE BILLS,

The second report of the Committee con.
talned a reccommendation to extend the
time for receiving Private Bills to Wed.
nesday, 28th 1nst,

T'he report was adopted.
FIRST' READIN GS,

The {ollowing Bills were introduced and
read a first time :—

To incorporate the village of Wiarton ,—
Mr. Sinclair, e

To divide tl unty of Renfrew for
reé“ir?tm Fﬁ&)ia ~Mr, Bonfizld.

'_1‘0 incorporate the Cobden and Opeongo
Bailway Company, —Mr. Bonfield. |

To confirm a By.law of the County of
Prince Edwurd granting aid to the Prince
Edward County Railway,—Mr. Striker,

To revise and amend the Act incorporat.
ing the Addington County Central Rail.
way.—Mr, Deroche,

To incorporate the Victoria Nort hern
Exteusion Railway Company.—Mr, Peck.

Lo separate the North Riding of York
{rom the present County of York, and to

erect the sume into the County of Nottuwa,
—Mr, Widdifield.

Respecting the Prince Edward County
Railway Company .—Mr. Striker., °

To amend the Muuicipal Act.__ M.
Gibson (Hamiiton),

To incorporate the Grand Ontario Cen-
tral Bailway Co,—~Mr, Hay,

Respecting the Georgian Bay and Wel.
lgton Railway Co,—Mr. Hunter.

Respecting the London Junction

way Co.—Mr, Wells, Rail.
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Shuniah.—Mr. Hunter.

Y0 amend the Municipal Act,—M:.
Nairn,

Respecting tile, stone, and timber drain.
age,—Mr, Hay.

Respecting the Toronto and Nipissing
Railway.—Mr, Peck,

''o revive and amend the Act incorpor-
ating the Port' Stauley, Strathroy, and
Lake Shore Railway Company.,—Mr, Wat.
terworth,

To legalize the assessment of the City
of St. Gatharines, —Mr. Neclon,

Respecting the Midland Railway ot
Canada, —Mr. Peck.

To incorporate the Toronto and Nipis.
sin

QUESTIONS OF PRIVILEGE,

Mr. CROOKS rose to make some re.
marks with reference to a letter over the
sigmature ‘*A Traveller,” which had ap-
peared in the Mail newspaper. It was

not his custom to pay very great atten-

tion to newspaper comments, but he
feared that if he omitted to speak
of this, honourable members would
form wrong 1mpressions of the state
of the case. The remarks of “ A
Traveller”” were directed to his (Mr,
Crooks’) annual report lately submitted to
the House., Complainf was made of dis-
crepancies between the Inspector’s report
and the Government report of the number
who passed the intermediate examination
in 1878. He had secured a memorandum
upon the subject from the clerk of his
Department, by which it appeared that
the number of pupils who passed these
examinations, as shown in the High
School  Trustees’ return, was 1,150,
and in the Inspector’s report 1,434, The

' former statement was given as reported by

the trustees; the latter was made up trom
the office records, and included those who
obtained non-professional  second.class
certificates, who were not incluaed ln some
of the liigh School reports, “ A Travei.
ler” complained ol inaccuracy Iin stating
the number of pupils 1in the preparatory
department in Campbellford, This report
included those 1u both Public and High
Schools, the school being a union, In
1873 the Public School there had an at.
tendance of 295, aud the High Scnool of 36,
With regard to the teereceipts of Strathroy
and Ottawa, which were also referred to
in this commuunication, he expla.ned that
though the schools were free the sum ot
S04 75 accredited to the former was for
drawing class fees, and 717 to the latter
tor preparatory class fees, Combplaint be-
ing wade that the Public dchool Inspec-
tors n Ontario, Lanark, Frontenac, and
IlRentrew had more schools under their
care than they could attend to, he explain.
ed that 120 schools was the extreme nume.
ber whicn could jegally be placed 1n tue
Jurisdiction of any laspector, and none of
them recetved payment for & greater nume
ber, An crror of one in the number of
Uiited Boaras was caused by a typographi.-
cal error,l'be Kducation Department could
not be responstble for the defects or mis.
tahes of the ve ports furnished it, There were
golne errors and owmissions, but generally
speaking the statistical tables compiled
from these reports presented annually to
the public 4 wvery fair, it not exactly cor-
rect, statement ot the position and progress
of High, Pubke, and Separate Schools,

Mr. COOK referred to a statemnt in the
Mail that himseif and Mr, Miller, the
member for Muskoka, wanted the Qutario
and Pacific Junction Railway to run from
Bracebridge westward and parallel with
the Georgian Bay shore to Parry Sound,
and tnence diagonally to South-East Bay,
because they had mills and timber limits
all along the coast, and were anxi-
ous to benefit thewm, He said the
Muil  editor evidently knew very little
of the geography of this country,
It the road ran in the direction
ludicated, it would not come within 50
iles of his mill, and would not benefit
bim  to the extent of one cent, as he had
neither any timber limits nor one acre ot
land in that district ; whilegif it took the
other romte, it would run directly through
his limits and benefit him  very greatly.
But he had not tried to influence the
route one way or the other ; he had not

consulted witn the Goverameut or any
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Eastern Extension Raitway Co,—Mmr,
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