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The Speaker took the chair at three o'clock.

PETITIONS.

The following petitions were prosented @ —

By Mr. Baxter—From the County Council of Hal-
dimand, for aid to persons who may eugage in
manufacturing veet root sugar,

By Mr. Bell—For certain ameundments to the Mu-
nicipal Aot.

By Mr. Bonfie!d —From certain residents of South
Renfrew, for the establishment of a registry office

in that Riding,

Also—From James Worthington and others, for
an Act to incorporate the Uobden and Opeougo Raii-
way Company.

By Mr. Lyon"— From ecortain freeholders and
householders in the towaships of McKellar, Nec-
bing, and islands one and two, Kaministiquia
River, for separation from the muuicipality of dhu-
niash,

By Mr. Widdifleld—From certain ratepayers of
the riding of Norih York, for soparation [rom the
present county of York.

By Mr, Awrey—<From W. F, Orr and others, for
the incorporation of tho * Flos Lumber Com-
pany."

By Mr, Chisholm—=From the Provisional Coun-
¢il of the County of Dufferin, foe an extonsion of

. their powers.

By Mr. Hunter—From the Georgian Bay and
Wollington Railway Co., for certain ameadments
to their Act of Iucorporation,

By Mr. Laidlaw—From the Corporation of
Guelph, for power to issue debenturoes.

By Mr. Par'ee—~From James King and others,
for the incorporation of the Saruia and Petrolia
Hailway Co.

By Mr. Rosevear—From Frederlckk Thompson

and others, opposing cortain amendments to the |
Actincorporating the Midland Railway Co.

By Mr, Striker—From the Prince Edward Rail-
way Co., for certain amendineats to their charter.

By Mr. Neelon —~From the churchwardens of St,
Thomas' Church, St, Cathariues, for power 0 issue
debentures.

By Mr. Merrick (for Mr. Scott)-From St. An-
drew's Church, Petorboro’, for amondwents to the
Peterboro’ Protestant Poor Trust Aoct,

By Mr. Caldwell -From fe:cholders of Drum- |
mond ‘Tgwuship, opposing a ceriain bonus by- |
law.

FIRST READINGS.

The following Bills were iutrodacod and read .
the tirst time ; — .

To enable the trustees of St. Andrew's {}huw:tll |

Chatham, to ralse §$10,000, and for other purposeg
—Mr, Robinson. I

To incorporate the Sault Ste. Marie Raiiway
Company —Mr. Lyon.

Reilmctinr the Sisters of St. Joseph of the Io-
man Catholic diocese of Hamilton —Mr. Gibson.

To amend the Municipal Act—Mr. Springer.
CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATIONS.

The House went into Coramittee on the Bill for
the relief of co-operative associations, Mr. Baxter

in the Chair, The Bill was reported without |
amoudmont.

THE JUDICATURE BILL.

- Mr. MOWAT, on rising to move the gecond
, reading  of the Judicature Bill, presumed
ithul'uur discussion on this Bill would |
be in regard to its details, and there
could, thercfore, be no ohject in further de-
laying its second reading. In Commiitee he
Woula give the Illouse any iHE}rﬂlﬂliﬂﬂ they desired

responded with the Engl sh Judicature Acts, and |
how far they differed frum them. It was to be ob-
Secved that the Bill was not an untried experiment;
on the contrary, the general framework of the Bill

| eorresponded with what hat been on trial for

soveral years in England, during which time what-
ever had been discovired to stand in the way of its |
#mooth working had been romoved by legislation,
bylruies of Court, and by judicial decisions. Consi-
d'urnhlu delay still existed fn the trial of suits in
England owing to an insufliciency of judgos—an
ovil which we should not feel in this country for
several yoars, and which could be removed by
lagislation when it did arise, Before the English
Acts became law their provisions had been very

thoroughly discuszsed. 1he gubject had beon re-
eatediy referred to in Mer Majesty's speeches

rom the throne, aud in 1867 a Commission of very '
able men was appointed to consider the sulyect, The
principles of the logisiation which took plaoe afiur-
wards wero to be fouad in the report'of that Com mis-
sion preseuted inl569, When before the House the
Bill had been very ably and thorou ly discusged,
4nd not only in the Mouse; but iu the various law
gocieties, in tha public Journals, and elsowhere.
30 that probably no measure was placed on the
Statate bock after a larger amount of able dis-
cussion thaa thy Judicature Act of 1873, Iu
addition to that we had the ad vantage of
the Juiicature Act of 1875, which adoptod
tho , Breater part of the previous Bill, besides
making sceveval amendments and additions. Those
portious of the English Ju ticatnre Acts which excit-
¢d the most contioversy w.:ro provigions with
which we had nothing to do hore. The chief
difficuity in Engiand was to provide a satisfactory
Appeliate Coure.  Tho IHouse of Lords had long
{ulfilled that function, aud ciung to 1's ancient
rights with consideruble tenagity, The leading
loaturcs of this Inixialutiun Bad boeon anticipated
in the Administration of Justice Act of 1878, and
#omo gentlemen thought we should now go no
furt“er. What was dona then had, he beliayed

been admitted on all hands to pe & vory groat n:-'

form in regard to our system of legal procedure .

=g

" But he thought tne time had now come when it

be oxpedient to consolidate the Courts and
:l'::tlaclliuh ) ul:nlfurm gystem of pleading |nnd prac-
tice. Hitherto our Law and Kquity Courts had
each a different mode of procedure, O .her coune
tries found no diffienity in lmﬂuf 0no procedure
for both, and what had been doue in Kngland was
to select tho best fentures of both syeteins and fuse
these into one, with considerablo improvements ou
either. Ile ventured to think that our experience
in  this country would euable us 10 still
further improve the English system. He lnlelmrad
no one had claimed that this measure would not
work advautageously to the guitor. It was 80 hfll'
tremely simple, and free from techniocalitios,*which
were always the pitfallsof suitors, that it was said
to be embarrassing to those accustomod 10 thuhnld
gystem. By makingour laws .cnrrupand with those
in England we gave our suilors the ld?ﬂttlﬁﬂaf
English decisions, Everybody tels l:hltdtiut .&1&.
lich system must ultit:litulr ba“iigz'ad ::l; :1:::‘ o
! and the o que woth
fﬂ:n tri’;ﬁu for duiug’ ¥ had yet arrived,
The great change cfiected in Eogland was a ll']uﬂun
of the Courts of Law and Equity, and under Iu re-
gens Bill all jadges would have powers of both I:Ti
and equity. The most cluborate portion of the ll
was that relating to the uniform system of pleading
and practice, It had bLeen found inexpediont to
have cast-iron rules in these matters, and much

| had been dono to give the judges power to supply

sions and make corrcctions. It was propos-
| ::ln:;:li?thujmlgeu gshould have the same powers of
making rules of Gourt from time to time now rr'.m:i
gessed by the Knglish judges. At first there lf
been roat unwiilingnoss on the part o
the jutfgal in England to work the n;wuhc
but such a feeling had passed away, and he believo
would not exist here at all.

, MEREDITH thought the country was some-
w'ﬂ: t:lkﬁn by surpriss by the introduction of this
Bill at this ti:ne. Mr. Macdougall when a member
of this House had frequently called ‘llteutiun to
the necessity of some such measure. The Attorney-
General haa always opposed it, holding that ul::a
Administration of Justice Act would cover all the
refoims needed. and had expressed his belief that
the English Judicatare Act weuld not work 80 satis-
factorily us was expected. Ile believed that the
prosent moasure should not be regularly discussed
until it had been more generally considered by the
people, as no doubt in such a voluminous measure
there were many points which could be improved by
the additional inteiligonce which would be brought
to bear upon them. There were, however, one or two

ints in the Bill with which he was uwot in accord.
ﬁ’n did uot helieyg that for ercly historie or senti-
mental reasons Ju names of the old Courts should
be retained, as to suitors particularly the names
would in all probability be anything but pleasant,
The system of numbering the Courts now in Yoguc
in ?\'vw York was, he believed, a better one. The

| some matidrs was algo retained. Kverybody must
be in favourof a fusion of the Courts, but by such
- means as this the fusion obtaiued would be only
ol In rame,

Mr. MOWAT replie@ thal ha gquite recollected
whon the Admirvistration of Justice Act was intro-
ducrd ggentlemen opporite  advocated delay for
similar reasons to that just urged.

Mr. MEREDITH—-1 voted the other way.

Mr. MOWAT-My hon. friend was quite
right that time. 1 hope he will show

' equal? good sense on this occasion, ( Laaglter )
The Administration of Justice Act made more im-
portant changes than shose mvolved in the prosent
Bill. It took the first step towards the fusion of
the Couvte. 1f he were introduciog a system which
had never been tried uor heard of, making such
radical changes as this Binl did, he would see some
reason for delay, but the system to be introduced
had had the discussion and tral in England of
which he had spoken, Dut in the discussion refor-

exclasive jurisdiction of the Court of Chancery in |

red to, his hou. friond would not find that either he

or his colleaguee contomplated the maintenancs of

two systems of pleading and practioa. He had held
that it would be better to fuse the Courts of Law and
cquity, and let that fuezion be worked out by the
old systems, with which both lawyers and Judges
were familiar, One of the grave objections to the
change in England was that it was carried out by
new and strange machivery. He was surprised
at the objection taken by hiz hou. friend
to the retaining of the old uames of these
Courts. He would not allow sentiment to weigh in
a matter of this kind, yot he wonld advocate the
retention of old buildings even after they had
ceased to be of use, for orely historical reasons.
(Checrs and laughter.) Tuis was a voluminous Bill,
and thercfore it was not a matter of Kreat surprise
f hon. gentlomen misapprehend -4 some portions of
it. 1o los ohjection to the jurisdiction giveu to the
Court of Chancery the leader of the Upposition was
somewhat asiray. This jurisdiction was not intended
to be a permanont thing, but was mercly a matter of
convendonce in the carrying out of the Act, Theofii-
cers of the Commwon L.w Courts being unaccustomed
to tie practice in the other would bo somswhat at a
logs at first inconducting such proceedings, and tem.
porary jurisdiction was therefore ‘veun to the
Chaucery Court, which, howaever, might bo changed
:Inu_ n.; l;]h.i ‘ltim:m:.ijmi; ol the Juldge when tﬁev
eeme at 1 U ) )
ple to do so, would be to the interest of the peo-
Mr. MORRIS seid that this
only yesterday, ard so far as h
tion had becn given at the late

measure would be introduced
time ghould have been givon e th

Bill was distributed
¢ knew no mtimay-

ought tlmi

send the Rill to their nunltim hiy members 0 |

tuen
newspapers to make their uummaries':f imtl.ltl e

a leaning towards the fusion, and 35d not He had

the purpose of raising objections to the prm:inf;r

of the Bill, bus he thought eve
fi::::tiﬂ: -~ "‘Z“'E' ;"“'::Ith!rungjltl:: o
el of it in Cocnuittee should be post-

Mr. CREIGHTON uplcld the
ceived a copy of this Biﬂ yﬂﬂtﬂrd;:. T:ti:" l.l':lf: ::B'-
m :Io uinunntlnd IEI Provisions, and had taken :: ’
: ¢ uw: :h him, (Cheers and lnuqht&r.) He uuder- |
tood that copics of this Bill had been put into the |
hauds of the Judges and of th By

. e legal ‘
the House in advance, on the priitilmimﬂ:r;rf |T

& legal opinion as (o i .
were not able to taX = prurilig::; E;":““u:.hf{ I
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