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Courth Parliamant—First S¢
.
LecisuaTive  AsssMeLy,
Torouto, Jan, Tth, 1880.
The (irst session of the fourth Parlia-
ment of Ontario was opened this afternoon
"t three o'clock, ‘I'heeattendance of meome.

vers was large, and the galleriss were

bartially filled with spoctators, While
the members were indulging in geuecral
handshaking and promiscuous conversas
tion on the floor of the Chamber, gilence
Was suddenly imposed upon them by the
wreival of His Honour the Lieut -Governor

At precisely fivo minutes past three.

llis Homour, who was accompanied
by his aides~de.camp, having taxen bis

- scat on the throne,

— -

—

. Nilllh Ak
1. elect & Speaker,
1 the British American Provinces that

Cber as Speaker of this House,
~ure many bon, members who have had

Mr. HARDY, Urovincial Secretfary,
said he  was commaonded by the Licut, -
Governor 1o state that it was not his de.
site to declare the causes for summoning
this Legislature until afier they had elect-
ed a Speaker, but that to morrow at-three
o'clock in the afternoon he would declare

the causes of lus calling this Parliament. |

His Honour then withdro w,

Aflter an interval ot about fifteen min-
utes, the Clerk, Col, Gilmour, called the
Llouse to order,

ELECTION OF SPEAKER,

Mr, MOWAT rose and said :—Mr, Clerk,

—lIn wecordane: with what has just been
sald on benalf of His Honour the Licuten-
ant.Governor, and 1u accordauce also with
e cxpregs requiremment of the Dritish

i!m Act, our first duty is 'to

LB

It has been custowmary

‘he same Speaker should uot occupy the

chiadr or mote than oue or two terms, how.
sver ably and

efliciently he may
havedischarged hisduties, Yielding to that
custom, I have now to propose to the
tiouse the nawe of another hon, wem-
Lhere

the advantage ot considerable [Parlia-
mentary expericuce, any oue of whem,
L am sure, would make a good Speaker,

~and the nemination of any one of wuoin
Cwould w¢ive satisfuc ion to this House, |
' When I uame oue of l.hum, I do :-iﬂ' not at |

all thinking that he nccessarily possesses
moie of the qualifications required tor tue
office, or that he has larger claims to
the oflice, than several other hon,
goutlemen; but I am satisficd, and
the House will be satisficd, if 1 pro.
poac oue who, at all events, has qualitica-
tlons inferior to mnowne, and clanuos like-
Wise 1lulerior to none, (Hear, hearsy) 1
velieve I am doing that which is agreeabie
to this House in nawing for this purpose
vhho hon, member for Wellington Ceutre,
(Uheers,) That bou, geutleman has been
now a member of the Legislative AssemDly
of this Province for eight yvears, ‘Lhis 1s
his ninth session, and those who have had
the opportunity of becoming acquainted
with huno, whether they sit on that
stde  or on. this sido ot the
lHouse, I am sure share cqually

in the e¢steem and confidence and respect |

«1th whicn we regard him, As Chairman
of the Priuting Committee, us Chairman
of the mmportant Cowmmirtee on FPublic
Accounts, aud as Chairman of Cominittee
of the Wuoie, my hon, friend has had
opportunitios for showing his fitness for
che office to which I uow nommaie him,
aud he has elliiciently porformed the duties
attaching to all these positions, My hon,
riend, as a matter ol (aste, has not
chosen to take that part in the debates of
the House which s abliities would have
enablced him to do, but no memver of the
[{ouse, as lovg as he has Leena member ol
i, has doae more ¢ eient work 1n aul mat -
(ers counceled with the business of the
flouse oiher than the debates of the House,
(Hear, hear,) Aud 1| have all the more
satiglaction 1n making this nommnation
because, 1n doing 8o, I believe I name
that gensleman who has been, perhaps, of

all mewmbers in the louse, the longest |

~in  this Province in days

|

e N ' i . P
ume an active politician, My hon, friend
commenced his active political life in a
very early period, and took pare in all
those old questions which were conte ted
gone by,
and which are now matter of history.
As a political writer, my hon, friend took
a very active part in the discussions aud
agitations with relercnce to those old
principles of representation by population,
of freedom from the domination of un.
other Province, and of seculariza ion of
clergy rescives, lle was also among the
catliest apd most persevering agitators
ot such measurcs as the ballot, the reason.
able exempiion ot goods of debtors from
execution, the abolition of: property

5

qualification for members of Parliament, |

the extension of the suffrage, and various
other matters with which wo are
now fawiliar, and as to the propriety
of wuich all parties now con.
cur, and which now no longer get dj-
viding lines beiween the gtwo political
parties of this countrv., My hon. friend
tas the satisfaction of knowing (hat ali
these questions in which ho took 50 deep
an lutescst have been settled as he wished
them scttied—all these agitations have
resulted in the iviumpls of the principles he

advocated, (Hear, hear.) 1 venture to
hope that the nominatien ot Col, Ciarke
will be received with the unanimous coa.
currence of this louse; for we wust all
agree that there is no man on whom we
can more confideutly rely to discharge the
duties of the ofice with ability, dignity,

and Impartiality, I propose that Charles |

Clarke, membor for the Centre Riding
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ot Wellington, do take the chair of this |

House, (Loud cheers.)

Mr, WELLS—I am very pglad that I
have been givenan opportunity of secund.
ing the proposal of the hon, the Atiorney-
General, Haviug occupied that chair so
recently, 1 can hardly aliude to those
qualitics which should belong to the

Speaker of the House, and which Coi,

Clarke uuquestionably possesses, without
reminding mysell and reminding this
House of how few ot those quatities |l
possess.  But this L can say, tihat there is
no gentleman who is more deservedly
popular than Col, Clarke, there is no gen.
tleman who has paid more or cloger atten.
tiou to the rules ot this louse, nor more
highly enjoyed its vespect ana confidence
than he—a respect and confidence now
apout to be shown by his election as
Speaker., As Chairman of the Committee
of Ways and Means for the last three or
four years, as Chairman of the Whole
iiouse, and of Select Committees, he has

~acquired a knoowledge of many of the d..

tails of Parliamentary practice whicih can
only be acquired 1n that way, Butbe hag
acquired adso tuct and skill iu the manage.
ment ol the House,and that habit of prempt
and quick decision which is so necessary
to the proper discharge of the duties of
Speaker, He Las acquired even more
than that-—that graceful case and pose
which can only be attaivned by actual and
sometimes long excreise ol the judicial
capacity, (Louglter and cheers,) He
goes into that chair with the good-wijl
of every member of this Ilouse, and with
the warm congratulations of every mem.
ber of both sides, T'Lis is not a trifling
matter Lo him or to the-louse, Haviug
the sympathy ot the House he will have
its support, and it is the support of the
House which constitutes the only sure
and certain  foundation 'for the moral
authority of the Speaker, The Speaker
has often been cailed the guardian and
the custodian ot the rights and privileges

| of the tlouse; but the House ought to be

—1%, 1n fuct-—the guardian of its own
rights and privileges, But it can ba, I
venture to say, more the guardian of its
rights and privileges than 1t has been in
the habiv of being, Il isin the power of
the House to assist the Speaker to a large
extent in the discharge of bLis duties, and
Col. Clarke will, as 1 think, alwzys ac-
cept with gratitnde the assistance of the
House in calling attention to any de-
parture from the ruales, Aadl know
1t Lo be one of the most disagrecable duties
the Speaker has to pecformn to call the
attention of disorderly members, particu.
lacly when honourable Ministers of the
Crowa are luvolved (Upposition cheers
and laughter) or leading members of the
Opposition — (Government choers and
Lwughter)—although [ am very glad to

aduit that such cases oceur ounly at long
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