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the highest positions in this country, and thero Wwas
hudlﬂ.nr position wlrich was n n to them, In
an arbitration ani' rnuug lawyer, howover emall his
exporience or abilities, could claim a fee twico as
large us that of the most able Isymaa in the coun-
try, (Cheers.)

Mr. SCOTT said no doubt thie hon., the Treasurer,
would aé some time have suflicient influence mt}h
his colleagues to induce them to reduce lawyor's
foes. e thought the arguments of the hon, gentle-
men wore unworthy of him, aud would refleact more
upon him and his party than upon their opponeuts,
It had been a complaint that the laymeu were uot
gufficientiy represented in the Gevernmani and
suggestious that this representation thould be in-
creased had come from the Opposition, but
never from the Government side of the House,
It was surcly not exactly a ver¥y favourabio
thing to tho layren of tho House, that five-gixths of
thesUabinet were lawyors,and un'lynun-mxth ol them
laymen. Thoe argument about the surplug wae an
extraordinary one. Perhaps it was from the fact
that there was a surplus that the salaries had been
80 greatly increasod, As gcon as this surplus was
gone—and it had to gn—we would bo reduccd to the
unploasant fact of direct taxation, The suggestion
that this motion was aimed against the laymen of
the conntry was still more unworthy of the hon. gen-
tleman, When the salaries were incrcasod some

cars ago was there any suggestion  to reduce the
awyeor's feeg 7 1f this had been done, there might
be scmething i the suggestion now wmade. There
was no parallol between the foes of lawyers and
salaries of ofticiale. The Governmont hud nothing
whatever to do witly the foes of lawyers ;* that wag a
matter entireiy between the lawyer and the client,

Mr. WOOD-—I said taxable feeg,

Mz, SCOTT continued—Ilis hon. friend had said
the lawyors mado wore money than other classes,
He, however, pointed out that the emineut lawyers
in this cily were porhapy the only ones who were
making mouey, and they were not so
guccessful a8 merchauts wnd others. The At-
torney-General bhad waxed warme in the dis-
cuszion of the matter, and had said that to take
advantage of the fgll in prices to decrease salarics
was a most unstatesmaniike thing, 7The Attorney-
(ieneral, in making that statement, was condemning
himself and bhis own record, because ho had not
long ago taken aivantuge of a rise in prices to in-
crease thoe salaries, and Lhe (Mr. Scolt) contended
that the argumeont was just as forcibie in one case as
in the other, In the Attoruey-tieneral’s own De-
partment the salaries had very upprociably increased,
having risen from §7,600 1u 1471 Lo F11,660 1n 1878,
‘That increase had been juatified upon the pley that
prices had greatly risen, and he thaught the same
reason should now lcad to a decreasc,

Mr. FERRIS said that tie position the hon. Treas
surer had taken was that if hon, goeutlemen
on the front benches opposite were really in ear-
nest in the desice to save mouey to the country, they
would strike at the foes of that class which was built
up and hedged about with legislation, The posi-
tion of the legal prolession wus such that the hard
tirnes made no decrease in thoir emoluments, but
on the :~4nr:ultr.m'g‘rt it increased them, ‘The result of
tkat stale of things ought to be that whenever hard
times visited the country every membeor of the lagal
profession should immediately reduce his foes.
It was said that hon, gentiemen of the long robe
had saved enough out of their emoluments to acou-
mulate the fund at the disposal of the
Law Society, snd to bind up thed library
at Osgoode Hall. But such s statement was not
borne out by the fucts, because the profession got
back much niore ia the way of law roports than the
sum Lthey coatributed in that way, #o that in reality
the mouney came out of the pockets of the people,
e pointed out tho radical diffurence between the
position of tho legal profession and that of the re.
mainder of the people in being assured of their in-
comes to a certain extent by law. Tho grievances
in this respect were not of recent standing and
could not be romedied in a day, but it was con-
irary to the apirit of the institutions of the
couutry that such a state of thjngs shpuld
exist. He was of oviujon that the sum thut the hon.
Treasurer had nAdiéd as the saving that would re-
gult from a reduction of ten per cent, in lejral {ces
was beloy the real figure, He protestod against thn
gutervy that had boeu made agaivst tue alloged ex-
travagance of the Government in the matter at

~which the amendments were aimed. Of the normal
. Provincial revenue of nearly two millions, nearly

- =

one-half went back directly to the people, and was
expended by agencies entircly beyoud the coatrol of
the House. He did not wish to set class against
clags in the House or in the country, but whan hon.
members sttacked laymen in the Civil Service, while
refusing to accomodate their own fees to tho state of
the times, it was well to show the country the hollow-
ness of their professions.

~ Mr. CURRIE proposxl to vote both against the
arnendment and the amendment to the awendment,
The latter motion was of a sweeping charactor, aid

| was put forward, he supposed, with a viow to

alleviating hard times, (Hear, hear.) It was
moved, he supposed, in the intercsts of the consti-
tuonts of the hon. member for East ‘Toronto.
Among them ncarly half a million dollars was ex-
pended by way of official salarics, ana it was E.Tru!f_r
a direct way of benefitting them to curtail in
comes in the way proposed. (Hlear, hear.) Mr.
Soott was appointod at a salary originally of §1,600,
and had the liberty when first appointed of excrejs-
ing his profesgion. After be had served the ¥ro-
vinge gne year Mr. Sandfield Macdonald raised his
salary to $2,000, und in 1873 the hon, wmewmber fox
Nnrt'z Benfmw'hml voted to raise it to $3,000. He
had not the slightest hesitalion 1n saying that if Mr,
Scott went out of his office to-morrow he would make

" two dollars in the practice of Lis profession for every

one he was making uow,
It being six o'¢lock, the Speaker left the chair,

NORTH-WEST ONTARIO,
In the report of Mr, Mowat's speech on this sub-

| ject in Tuesday's Grose Sir Edward Thornton was

|
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represented as occupying the position of representa-
tive of the Imperial Government in the arbilration,
What was said was that he was chosen the third

 arbitrator between On.ario and the Dominion. In

the same report the sum stated to have been’ paid by
the United States for Alaska should have been
7,200,000 instead of $200,000, It II:BLIH added that

the distance of 700 miles referred to in the speech 14

o

the distance from Lake Temiscamingm westward to

the North-\West Angle of the Lake of the Wouds,
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MUNICIPAL ACI AMENDMENTS
COMMITTEE. -
i h“”j March 4,

. This Committes met this morning, Mr. Hardy,

Chairinan, presiding.

" The amendments suggested by Mr. Chisholm at a .

former meeting, preventing traders from selling

ods by auction out of the municipality i
e lId their taxes, was pesasad. P . Fhiuh

the |
(;numutiun of Mr. MiuLs, an amendment was car-
ried placing the expenditure Upon police, so far us
clothing and wages are concerned, under the control
| of the Council in cities of not more than 20,000 in-
 habitants, :

Tho ATToRNAY-GENERAL introduced a Bill provid. |

1,1113 for a number of amendments, as follows :—'L'he
county judge, gheriff; and such porson aa the Council

ghall appoint at their first meeting, shall coustitute
" a Board for the revision of assessments, t0 whom ayp-
. peals shall be made under certain forms ; the Coun~-
' ¢il of any municipality may offer a reward for the
_ apprehension of criminals; persons intercsted in
any Company shall not vote when & by-law
is submitted fto grant aid to that Company,
1n case of° the location or boundary of a lot being
uncertain the Township Council ou being requested
by the Inspector may cause a new map of the place
to be drawn up, the cost to be levied agaiugt the lot
in question.

The Bili which caused theé most discussion was
one introduced by Mr, MecCrauey, providing that
with a view to break the monepolies now existing it
might be competent for the County Council to advers
tize their by-laws in any paper having a circulation
in the municipality, leaving them free to decide.
The Lill was amended to ¢over ouly the papers in

the adjoining municipality,

WEDNESDAY, March 5,

This Committee met this morning, lion. A, 8

Hardy in the chair,
~ Mr. Harpy introducad a section to be added to
- {he Municipal Act by which the Municipal Couacils
- of cities of not move than 15000 population may fix

the number and settle the remuneration of the men

constituting the police force, all such arrangements

to :ll: binding upon Boards of Police Comamissionegs.
ntea,
4![:-. Monk's Bill, enacting that coroners' feeg
ghould be paid by the treasurer of the county when
an inquest is held in the ¢county, and by the tecasurer
of a city when a death Queurs and the inquest held
there, was carrvied. -

Mr. Miller’s Bill, providing that no damages shall
be recovered in vespect of trespasses committed by
horses or cattle upon iands in Muskoka and Parry
Sound where no by-law 1s in force, and where any
| hy-law in that behalf iz in force no damages shail be

. recovored unless the animal shall have jumped over |

& fence four feet six inches in height, the Act not to
~apply to vnraly or breachy animals, was carried,

Mr, soxton's Bill, No, 132, relating to the furnish-
ing of accommodution to couunty oficials, was cou-

- solidated with Bill No. 85,

Mr. Coutts' Bill proposing to include the costs of
arbitration connected with drainage in muuicipal
debenturvs iseued lor drainage purposes was cal-
ried,

Mr. Springor withdrew hie Bill to allow towns to
reduce the number of councillors in certain cases.

Mr. McWiLrtiams, Uity Solicitor of Torouto, asked
w have a clause added to the Muuicipal Act by
which City Counciis should have the power of regu-
lating shops for the sale of #ccond-hand goods, ‘I'he
proposul was lost on a division. He algo proposed
that ecciions should be added to the Act giving City
Councils and Boards of Police, where they have the
power to igsue liconses, the right to regulate the fees
to be paid for such licenscs, and te give City Councils
power to cuter into contracts extending over more
than oue ycar, such contracts not to be binding un-
less ratified by a threc-fourths vote of the \Thﬂ?ﬂ
Council, and not to extend beyund ten years. The
claugee were adopted, A proposal to relieva City
Uouncils of the uccessity of advertising by-laws otherx
than moncy by-laws wus rejected on a division,
Cluuzes proposiny (o make sewer rates a tax upon
property, and epoweriug Uity Councils to borrow
money on other sceuritivs than pronissory uotes
were adopled.

Mi. Ricuanvsoxn pointed out that a change was ro-
qrured a4 the law lo provent CEC04%:v0 number of

candidates boing put forward at municipal nomi-
nations,

The (Committee resolved to recommend that no
person should be allowed to be nominated for a mu-
nicrpal elactjon unless with his express consent, and
that candidates should be permitted to retire at any

- time between nomination and elegtion by giving
notico in writing to the Clork,
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