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rag s ' men could be engaged at low prices in the first in-
~ the rival of Chicago. (Hear, hear.) | stance, b:t :f:g ,#fu pa they F:om; ﬁﬂlo::.l}t they
report rint- were sought after by other eg, and it was impos-
n:‘ %znmim: :iﬂ:t:ﬁﬁn:ﬂt{:gﬂ:?t t::i ﬂ:id:ft ble to kagp them nn{m tional inducemenis were
: offered them, Thoy had already lost servauts who
CONCURREXNCE. had become of great value, becnumt it was I‘uum:, genil.; '
With regard to the item of §14,430 in the Execu- possible to pay the price nocessary 10 COMMET

tive Council and the Atmrnayf{}enanl‘a Office, sarvices. F&i:};_ﬁ;; ;ﬁd Jg:}?ﬂ; g o g

o= Mr. DEACON said it was necessary to do more | 3.: .8 of officers if nos sufficiently large would be
than merely talk economy. It would not do to re- : irregularly increased causing an immense loss to
duce the salaries of other officers without reducing the public. These officers had been living iu a cer |

also those réceiving large salariés. The reduction tain style in view of their incomes, and if a reduc-

he was about to move for was nof at all with a vicw tion was made the effect would be to oftfer greater or

to reflect upon the ability of the officer to be aitected, Jess temptations to irregularitios, and weakeu the

for he recogunized the value of his services, but ho moral chavacter of the service. e would prefer in

pointed out that 1n 1870, when first appoiuted, he the coming contest to be defeated, rathex Lhian coun-

received only $1,600, which nexi year was increased tenance & reduction which, though it pretended to

to £2,000, and in 1873 to $2,800, which inoreasc he socure economy, wae in reality extravagant.
thought was took great and too rapid : therefore he (Cheers.) But he had no fears of the result, for he |

moved in amendment, “ That the said resolution b bolieved that the people of the Province werg not in

' not mow concurred in, but be forthwith referred sympathy with the- proposed reduction. (Lond

- back to the Committee of Suppl y with instructions to cheers,)  To take advantage of a reduction inthe

' reduce the item of $2,800 for the salary of the Ulork cost of the necessaries of life to reduce these salaries

- of the Exccutive Counciland Deputy of the Attoraey- wae @ most unstatesmanlike thing to do,
General to §$2,600," and a most disgraceful piece of partisanship.

Mr. MEREDITH said that notwithstanding the (Loud cheering.) No dereliction of duty what-
clause in the Address in reply to the Specch from cever was charged against the oflicers, aund It
the Throne recommending economy, nulhing of im- was not pretended that they did not -earn their
portance in this direetion had beon done. He belisved money now as well as they did some years ago, when
that large reductions must be made if the peoplo hon, gentlemen s0 unanimously expresscd then-
of this ince would avoid the evils of direct selves in favonr of an increase. In hl‘iﬂgil}g this
taxation, All through the couniry steps toward re- quesiion up the hon. leader of the Upporition ue
trenchment were being made, In Prince Edward knowledged either that he was opposed to the policy
Island this had been deemed of so much importance which his party had before so strongly advocated,

" that it bad beeun referred to in the npeech from the | or that this reduction was prop _,,{.,f' mérely. o8, a
Thronej at the last meeting of Parliamont, In the party purpose. The people cof the Provinee, how-
cities ol Torouto, Ilamilton, Kingston, and Londcn ever, would appreciate the fact that in opposing this
reductions of salaries wore being made. It might reduction the Governmment were acting in the in-
be said that this Province wasin a better position terests, not of men who were in sympaihy with them
than these cities, but though tho Province was rich, pnli.tiually, but who had as a rule been appointed by
yet eedifdmy was quite as necessavy. The {tem for their opponents, and whoze  political views wore
the reduction of which he proposed t0 move was the against them, Ii seemed sbiange (hal the hLou.
salaries of Ministers. ‘T'he IHouse had committed it- leader of tho Opposition should speakc of thegard
self to » reduction of the inden_lxlnitjr of wwembers, and times a8 & reason for effcoling this reduction, a8 the
it had been shown that the whole time of Ministers party with whom he was identified had prowmised,
was not necessary for the performance of the official now that they wore in power, to bring about an im-
duties, This was not p matiey peryol al o the Minis. wediate and  oowmelew relief lor Hw  hard
ters themgolves, but affected the public expenditure times which had o long oppressed the Tro-

| of the country. lan questious of this Kind the Pro- vincé in common with the rest of the world,

|| vincial Civil Service were not the eame as thoze of the With regard to tho salaviea of Minisiers, that was
Dominion, for that had been the growth of some time, gomething which, as it affcoted themselves, he

/| Owing to the depeession which had lasted for so long could not say much. He wonld just remark, how -

| atime the purchasing power of money had increased ever, that the increase was made not only w :;h the

|| by almost one-third, and reduction of expenses was | consent, but with the hearly approval, of hon.

| the rule in all parts of the Dominion, so that it was | gentlemen opposite, and that there wad & unyni—-

‘ ouly fair that the salaries of the Clvil Service should | mous expression of opinion in its favour, 1t n_ml
be redanced ag we!ll. Ha, therefore, moved in amend- been said that it waes understcod at the time the in-
ment to the amendment, * That all the words in the creaso was made that Ministers should dovote their
proposed amendment after the word ‘thal’ be struck whole time to the duties of their resgeutivu offices.
out, and the following substituted therefor:—In the He had said before, aud hs now maintained, that
cpinion of this Houso the salarics of the Ministers no such thing was mentioned nt that timeo. How-

T shonld be fixed at $3,600, with §1,000 additional for ever, the present Ministers had devoted more time
the Premier; that the salaries of the depuly heads to their official duties than their predecessors, and
of the Departments should not exceed $2,5600; and not only that, but they had also done more work

| that all the salaries of the Departmontal officers for than any who had ever occupied tae sawo office.
which appropriations had not already been made, (Loud cheering.)
and which are in excess of of $800, should e reduo- = Mr. MORRIS thought it unfortunate that Do-

| ed by ten per cent, of the amount thercof, but not so minion politics should be dragged into questions
as to reduce any such salury tc an amount below of this House on every Occasion by gentlemen
K800, and that the sald resolution be forthwith re- opposite. It was not poseible for any country Lo
’ terred back to the i{uuuuhl.ee of Supply with instruc- | gecure prosperity in a moment from @ depression
| tions to reduce the items under the head of Kxecu- - guch as we had suffercd under. The people did not
) | tive Council and Attorney-General's oftice aceord- expect this, but gimply that tho prospority of the
T ; ; ingly.’” . g - countrycould be aided by wise legislation, (Oppo-
gt L | Mr, MOWAT said it was very eacy to make pre- . sition cheers,) He believed that before a year was
"‘?" " " tence of a desire for retrenchment by proposiug to over the people of Canada would gee that other than |
é reduco the salaries, for no matter whut salarics were the fly on the wheel policy was necessary to weather
given it was easy for hon. gentleraen opposite to say the storm of depression. He repsiled the accusas
o they were too large, move a resolution of this Kind, tion thut this motion was made for parly puiposes,
*‘J@. and toke credit for a desire to cconomize. He claim- but the time had come when a revision of the ex-
B od, howoever, that the salaries were all now as low as penditure must be made. Every wmercantile house
%* : the interests of the countr roquired, The plain in the Province was taking stocs of their expendi-
G reason why they could not bé reducec was that the tures, aud sceking to make reductions. The ques-
Y et Government had been all along 8o economical that ' tion of salaries of Ministors was entirely within the
iy not one of them was too high, (Uheers.) The hon. | province of the House, He had no hesitation in
leader of the Opposition spoke of the ealaries of men saying that this reeslution was acturted by a desire
in buginess employments, e must know perfectly | toserve the bost intercsts of the Province.
well that there wore Imany mercantile positions hav- \ | Mr, WOOD said that the salaries of Ministors be-
ing attached to them salarics larger, several times . " ing a matter persong! to themselves he did not pur- |
over, thau those received by officers of the Govern- pose to give his own views of the matter, but would :
m!"lt,llrﬂl'lurmmg 88 Lmporsas ".'“d a8 arduons work ; give the opinions of hon. mombers oprosite as re-"
aud larger by a great deal in many iustwices, portedin the Mail. Me then proceeded to quote the ‘
than those paid to Ministors of the Crown. (Cheers.) epeochos of hon, gentlamen fromn the repori of the '
It ;wes impossible to come to a fair conclusion 1 ' discussion on the increase of the salaries in the ses- |
upon this matter without knowing what were the sion of 1876-7, all of which were sirongiy in favour
+ duties performed, and this none could know so well of the proposed increases. lie n‘bv’r_-u'.“;-r to salarirg
as the members of the Government. During the being reduced go long as they Wero being earned
four years immediately following Confederation the but Lo desired to go further, and in doing so upukﬁ
salaries wore considerably lower than at present, sololy upcn bis owm responsibility, Hoe objectod
but it was then discovercd that it would be impos- further shen, to the hon. members in the frout
sible to maintain tke eficiency of the servico unless ' Benches of the Opposition picking out a coertain ciiss
the salaries wero mcruua_eul. Competent men would to have their salaries runuu:d. and that was
not continue in the public sorvice for the remuner. | the class of laymen. He would, however
ation that was offered them. When the 1ncrease was warn the hon. gentleman that the [‘PDP].E'&
| made it received the sanction of hon. members on of this Province were wide awake, and when
both sides of the House. it would be casy enough | it was proposed to redice the salaries of non-profes-
for the present Government, if they did not care tor | sional gervants of tha Governmout by a motion aimed
the efficiency of the service 0 much as 0 make a | spocially at themn, he was going t00 far in that direc-
display of economy, or to preveut hon. gentlemeon , tiop. 1{o admitted that the legal profession wero I
opposite having an opportuniiy of raising a cry | our autliority in this Pravinee, and stood as high as
against them, to eithor concur in the pregent motion those of any other country; he did not pretend that

or even offer to make a still further reduction | they were recciving lav ; - it ;
: : K iy ’ : arger foos than elsewhere, oy
Why did thﬂ;[ not fuke that course? Because, that he believed those foos should be redaced. i‘,ut
inatead of this being an rt‘h‘ﬂlar?mlﬂ;ﬂ moeve it | agguing this out, if it was unreazonable and unwise
was quite the reverse. (Cheers.) The hon. member to reduce the fees of the legal gentlemsn who were

for London spoke of our Civil Service not being the in receipt of incomes of two, three )

_ iV & .8, Of even ten thou-
same as at Ottawa. lle clmiuml_ that it was of tho sand dt}llinra a ]’ﬂatl": then wﬁy piui: cut the laymen
atinost importance to the Proviace that the Civil and introduce & motion spocially against them ? If
Rervice should be as carclully ll“”k“.d lftEF.i! that - several thousands of dollars were struck off the
| of the Dominion or of any other State. Lhe true salaries it would not reduce the taxation of the peo-

efficiency and good working of the Departinents de- plo, but would give them a slight additional interost

—— —— e —

the efliciency of the officers of those B 2 ,

| }EIII;::H:E:I:. and the loss ife!ﬁuiuni‘}'. which would | ;E thséurplus. fi‘*!hlg l‘hu" i Rpg mlf}p.a:lir

result from reducing the salaries of those officcrs, I ,,,E“:“:’ lil”m j Government  as s}u‘:ii'?}ﬂl

would be greater than the gain afforded by such a | whicllf e d‘_’-‘ t “f.t. wouid yield $16,000,

. paltry reduction. (Hear, hear,) o was glad to i II uﬂll'_ inary cconomy would just give

. be abie to say that the Civil Service of this Province {utoré 1‘-" 119 of the povulation an additivaal
wes wholly free from corruption. (Cheers.) This lh; “I of one contin the surplus. Bul suppesing
was & most creditable thing to the Province at | s m“:u;wuu 1,000 lawyers in the Provinee, thelr
large; but how was it to be kept up to this standard & 41 1 l.,eq would amount to §1,000 cach per year,
of purity if the officers were to be given the idea that | ' Dﬂl:hl:j - 1”1 $1,000,600. A reduction of ten per cont,

| their incomeg weore liable at any moment to be re- | ' thes 18 (¢ “; House having the power to regulate

| duced, and that reduction would depend largoly | 1 n) would give a saving to the peopls of §100,000,
apon whether or not the party in power de- | Mr. LA U DER—That is for the Governmeut to do. |

red to use this reduction a8 an clection |

1 1. ery? It wad well kuown that the character | such a thing. They w _
| of the eivil service iIn other countries wos not 8o a cast-iron H;ulu "y “?“1‘1 uot reduce these feos Ly
od as that of the Outario staff, and the loss causod | St i & d?—lilip y because the price of bread !
E"th. want of uprightness was very large, Kivery stated, to the e Iailn. Bat l“} objected, as before |
fgrm of goverument, autocratic and democratic, | ul‘thiu'kind au.;":,;ir ?::::iiﬂ?‘f i*‘:l;lﬂ:uf“}“ gut-o an nfiﬂ:k |
wil: and the besgt means of caus- : 2! _ 115 hon, frien consider

suffered from this evil; : Ciftle laywion of the country would ;consent to such

Mr, WOOD=The Government would not stoop to

\ to gyow was to make the oflice insecure, as b _ !
| szl.i;ent emen werd soeking to do. Reference had ﬁﬁfla:;u"' would submit to being told that
been made to the sums which these oficers wero paid v '1':'9 H:Jﬂllﬂ of such emall ocalibre tlat
' when first engaged, It was quite true that good ’ paltry salavics of $1,000 or 80 a year thouvla

be reduced by $100 The le
: H . 1 gal entlowen
filind—efcicntly he was glad to n.dmit-_—:_narly all




