Accidents might occur at any time, a.d there was
the ﬂDll! contingency that some other n:cans
ot lighting should make the distributiou of gas un-
profitable and make large expounditure ‘or improve-
ments necessary. 'The compromise suggycsated by the
Hon. the Commissioner of Public Works was not a
reasonable one, as it offered nothing of advansage to
the Company, while taking froma them the right to

accumulate more than the amount specified in the

Mr, FRASER thought that the right to invest

260,000 was no sinall privilege to grant them, and
ﬁ was all the Bill sought to nfi':l. . '

Mr, SCOTT fuvoured the suggestion of the hon.

member from London as the fairest mcuus of over-
coming tue difliculty,

Mr. MEREDITH had supported this section in
the I'rivate Lills Commitice, though he was not pre-
pared to say that it was exactly right. He under-
s.0od the opiiion of Mr, Blake to be that the Com-
pany had the right to make euch a vest as was ne-

cessary to provide against the ocontingencies of the
business,

Mr. MILLER-—Hear, hear.

Mr. MEREDITH thought that his suggestion
was the best that had been offored, and would thore-
fore move the following:—*'*That the Directors of
the said Company may frew® time (o time invest any
rest, reserve, or contingent fund to which it may bo
entitled under this Act of iucorporation to accumu-
Inte and set apart out of any protit: of the Company
after payment of the dividends in bonds, debentures,
certificates for the paymont of money, or in pub-
lic securities of the Dominion of Canada
and the DProvince of Cntario, or any bonds
or Jebentures of any city, county, or township in
Ontario, or use and apply the same for the general
purposes of the Act; but nothing herein contained
ghall be taken to declare that any such right of accu-
rioulation exists, or 19 authorize the payment of a
greater dividend than that fixed by the Act incor-
pcorating the said Company.

Mr. FRASER said the whole history of the charter |

of the Company showod that it was not intended
that they should have the right to invest an accu-
mulation. That point was not perfectly clear, and
it wa® quite evident that the Company did not think
that they haa such a right, else they would uot have
come to the House sceking to fmu the right eon

fitmed. e was perfectly satisfied to allow tiie com- |

pany to remain in their present position, and if they

were ontitled to acoumuiate a rest now no additional
powers were noeded. e suggested an amendmeont |
to the efiect that the right of the Company to form a

rest and iuvest it, should be wdjudicated upoa by the
Courti.

My. LAUDER said that, as & citizen of Toronto,
he would greatly prefer to have a good strong
company 1o supply him with gas than a
weak ingolvent ome, He dissented strong-
ly feom the proposition to throw the whols
thing into Chaancery., That would initiate litiga-
tion, which it would be extremely desirable to
avoid. This House was the proper tribunal to
decide upon the question, and oven if the Courts
were to hold that the Company had the right to
accumulate a reet, the question of the amount
would come up. The accumulation of a rest would
not increase the price of gag, aud the insertion iu the
Bill of a clause to put the thing before the Courts
would throw a large expense upon tha ﬂili!tn:t be-
causo the cost of any law suits wonld in
the end come out of them. He thought
it was not unreasonable to uphold the recommnenda-
tion of the Private Bills Commitiee,

Mr. BETHUNE wouwld accept the report of the
Committee with the amendment of which the Hon.
Commissioner of Publioc Works had given unotice,
that a rest of $200,000 should be allowed the Com-
pany, and all accumulations beyoud that should go
to the benefit of the consumors.

Mr. BELL was notin favour of accepting the
amendment. Ile would like to soe the clan®e sunck
e it, and if the Company wished to settle the point
they could carry it to a court of justico, ‘The hest
proof that no litigation would take place was the
fact that the present state of things had been in ex-
istence for twenty-five or thirty years, and mno
attempt had been made by the Company to have

their right confirmed at law,

Mr. FRASER had o»ly given notice of the amend-
ment by way of precantion, If, however, the House

agsed the seveuth section, he proposed to add to it
KJ.. amendment, which provided that any earnings
over the $200,000 should ge to the reduction of the
price of gas. As to the matter of litigation, he did
not think that any protracted law suit would eusue,
as the mutter might be settled at once and ior ever
at very lhittle expense,

Mr. Miller's smmendment was carried on a divi-
sionm,

The clauses dependent on the seventh section were
also, on motion of Mr. BETHUNE, struck ous,

Mr., BELL moved that a clause be added to the
Bill providing that the city might purchase the Gas
Works without the consent ot thr:_l.:umpuuy, upontie
mattes being referred to arbitration. He did 0 at
the request of the City Council,

The amendment was lost on a diviion, and the
pill passed without amendment,

CROWN LANDS PURCHASE,

Mr. PAXTON moved for an Order of the House
fox a return showing all correspondence and atfida-
vite filed in the Crown Lands Departmont in re-
terence to k. Lepards’ application 0 purchage the
south half of Lot No, 14 in the 12tk concession of
the townehip of Mara. Also, ail rulings of the
Commissioner of Crown Lands recpacting thie salo
and issue of the patent for sald land. Uarried.

LANCASTER DIVISION COURT.

joved his motion in reference to the
nll L'iﬂi{flfg :! the townsbip of Luncaster, which
h:'hhd brought up in the forenoom session, which

w o
- CONVEYANCE OF PRISONERS,

N moved for an order of the ITouse for
H:;:ilmg in dotail the name and cost ol con-
:u“i-l! each lunatic % the different asylume; pri-

coners Penitentiary, Kingston, and to the
t;rit:?:, Toronto, and boys to ihu Reforing-

ral
' gars 1874, 1875, 1576, 1877, and 1878.
f::l“:. n}naral im ;ﬂaig'n that the cost of con-
the prisoners to various institutions was
“’u‘m excess of what it ought to be, Under the
st e system in 1874 the cost of conveying ciimi-
I*“"I to the Penitentiary at Kingston from the

Sounty of Blgin was $49 25 each, even when

i
i
F
:

o J‘* ,.

. - e “Tn1#Ta
mber were pgether, Aanc

:'m?yu er taken to the Reformatory at Peno-

tangn had cost betweeuw $£77 and §78,
On the

the average cost of conveyi
prisoners to the

56. IHe strougly advoc
ﬂi&ﬂt should take Tﬂl

The motion was carried. »

ASSESSMENT ACT,

Mr. CREIGHTON fmoved the secoud roading of
the Bill to smend the Assessment Act, L proy wded
that tho post-office addresses of the volers shiould be

placed ou the assessment voll.  Carried.
MUNICIPAT: DRAINAGE ACT.

Mr. COUTTS wmoved the accond veading of tha

Bill Lo amoad 1uo Muuicipal Dratuage Act. Catceed,
MUNICITAL ACT.

Mr, FERRIS moved the -second reading of the
Bill to amend the Municips] Act, which provided

that townships sbounld retsin the use of township
halls situnated in villages which become iucorporated
after their erection, Carricd.

Mr. McOCRANEY moved tho second reading of the

- Bill to amend thie Municipal Act., ‘The object of the

Bill was to give Municipal Councils the power to

- seloct the newspaper in which t0 adversise their by-

laws, Carried,

Mr. MILLER moved the second reading of the
Bill to amend the Municipal Act, Carried.

Mr. ROSS moved the second reading of the Bill to
amend the Muuicipal Act, Carried,

The four last-mentioned Bills were roferred to the
Committee on the Municipal Aok,

RETURNS,.
Mr. Hardy presented the following returnd :—=

Report of the University of Torouto for the aca-
dewic yoar 1877-76.

Return of correspondence rolative to any prosecu=-

Eiunl under the License Act in the county of Dune
as.

Return relative to the coat of the licensing system

in Raleigh anud Tilbury Jast,

It being six o’clock the Speakor left the chair,
After receus,

$Me. MOWAT moved that Government ﬂl‘ﬂf‘.l‘ﬂi

should take precedence on every day durivg the re-

mainder of the segsion. QCarried.

The following Billa wore passed through Com- |
mittee :—

Respecting paymenta nnder the Manicipal Loan

Fund scheme wherve Indians ere interested,-—Mr.
Wood,

For the further investment of public moneys in

Municipal Drainage debontures.—Mr. Wood.

Regpecting Steam and Heating Companies,—=Mr,

Mowat.
VYOTERS LISTS.

Mr. FRASER moved the second reading of the
Bill to amend the Voters' Liste Act. The tirst sec-
tion empowored a Judge, on the revision, tc correct
any clerical errors thut might exist in the Voters’
List, w8, for instanco, & man eitered as farmer's
son, who was in reality an owner, won'd be cutided
to have the designation changed without losing
hig vote. The #econd section allowed the Judge on
any appeal to strike off the list the name of any per-
son entered thercon ; if on ovidenco adduced befove

 bim he may be satisfled that the person was entered

E—

upon the list with an inaccurate qualification, he
may corroct the qualification instead of striking the
namo off entirely, The tourth section provided that
in cases where the person asseszed for a particular
proparty had disposed of it batweon tho making of
the assessment roil and the revision of the voters’
list the person actually iu possessivon of the proporty
might, if otherwise enuitled to vote, apply to have
his name entersd in place of that of the porscn
originally assessal.pThe fifth section cmpowored the
Judge to allow the manicipal cletk to prepare the
statements 1n triplicate undor the supervigion of the
Judge., The sixth soction rvepecaled the fiftecuth
section of tho Voters' List Finality Act, and substi-
tuted a new tariff of fees for the remuneration oi
clorks in connection with the cerrection nnd revision
of the voters® lists, The eighth section
covered the same ground as the Bill intwo-
duced by the hon, member for North Grey. it
provided that the post-ofice addresses of the
votors should be entered upon the lista, The Bill
did not propogo to make any change in the proceed-
ure with regard to those who appeaied on the ground
that thoy were assessed too low.

Mr. SCOTT thought the Bill a good one, and that
the second and third scctions particularly struck at
certaiu ovils in the propor preparation of the voters'
listsa. He thought that somo change might be made
with advantage in regard to the day upon which the
voter might bu called upon to swear that ho was en-
titled to vote on any property. Ho thought the pre-
gont rogulation that the rovised liats were required
to be iu the hands of the Clerk thirty days before
tho issue of the write for a general elociioa au ab-
surd oue, and ong needing amendment,

Mr. MEREDITH said that the Bill was a gtep in
the right direction, bus thought that some change
was required in the wordiug ot the second section, 1n
order that it might be mude quite clear that none
but clerical errors were to ba corrected. He did not
see any oObjection to making a change in the
law by which two voters might vote upon property
which they bad successively oceupied. Xt would
nlso be adyisable to amend the Mill a8 te the appeals
on acecount of the asscssment being too low. 1t

gaemed to him shat it was doing no injustice to say |

that a man who had neglected to have his assess-
ment rectifioed ot the Court of Revision should not

have the right to go belore tie Judga to have the
matter put right,

Mr. ROBINSON gaid he had known the names of
voters who had been assossed in March struck off
in May Dbecause ilie voters had removed thirty or
forty yards from the property for which thoy were
assessed, He hoped tha Hon, Atiorney-Gzeneral
would introguce into his Bill respecting tha Elec-
tiona Act a clause remedying thia injustice. 1t
scomod to him bat right tiwnt & man who was quali-

fled to vote should rotain that right so loug vs he

did not remouve out of the consiitusnucy,
The Bill was read a second time,
INSPECTION OF INSURANCE COMPANIES,
Mr. WOOD moved the second reading ot the Biil

tral Prison, when under t?u‘

that instituation, was in 1878
charge of au official of ated that the Gov-

n{:]:tterduﬁ &unﬂyiug pri-
sone to their own handsg, an 0 away from
the :l:::l'liﬂfs the power to puft this heavy expense
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