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_ Mr. SOOTT said his hon, friend had not stated SUS RS- B
that there was any correspondence on the matter ' The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock. M s
and the object he sough Sen A i i

t could not be mgumtl
by uhe motion, as the fixing of the plage of holding
the Court did not lay with she House,

Mr. BETHUNE said thal he was acquainted with
the ciroumstances of the case, and that great incon-
venisuce was suffered by the inhabitants of the town-
ship in question, He thought it would be made
compulgory with County Court Judges to hold the
:lli_rmu Court i the township hall of each town-

ip.

Mr, SCOTT said that the hon, member should
lay the matter before the County Judge, as he had
the power to hold the Covurt in any place he thought
best, He did not see what cbject there could be in

makiug thoe motion, as it was obrious thur\wu no
correspondence on the matter,

Mr. GRANT said that the inhabitants ef the

township had alrcady petitioned the judge, but
without effect.

Mr. MOWAT was not quito sure that there was
any correspondence on the subject, but ho wounld
ask that the motion be allowed to stand until ke
could have an oppociunity of ascertaining whether
there was or now

The motion was allowed to stand.

The following private Bills were passed through
Committee :—

Rerpectin
Meredith, ’

To amend the Agricultural and Arts Act—Alr,
Watterworth,

Investmont of Truss Funds-Mr.

BLACK KNOT.

On the Bilto provent the spreading of black knot
ot plam trees—Mr, Creighton.

Mr. CREIGHTON sgaid kis Bill had undergono
considerable alteration im its passage thaough the
U'rivate Bills Committee, The ciauscs relating to
the * yellows", in peach trces, and the appointowent
of inspectors, had teen struck out,

Mr. BISIHIOP strongly opposed the pas=zage of the
Bill. He did not tiunk that the House had any
right to interfere with the liberty of fruit growors in

arbitrarily saying that they should cut down eertain
of their fruit trees,

Mr. ROSEVEAR aand Mr. RICHARDSON opposed
the Bill.

Mr, GRANGE thought that when the Canada
Thistle Act was upon tho siatute books tho House
had a precedent in passing the Bill, and was of the
opinion that it would do gooa.

Mr. LAUDER said that the Fruit-Orowers* Agsoci-

ation had advocated the proposed legislation, and
hoped the Bill would he allowed to pnss.

Mr. ROSEVEAR said that the Canada Thistle Ae

{
i
i
i
1

|

was utterly ineffective, and it was all a *pack ot

nonsense ' to talk about biack knot being infectiousf
(Lauglter,) .

Mr. BISHOP said that the Bill was Introduced en-
tirely in the interests of nurserymen, and did not
think it was poesible to put a 2top to black knot by
an Act of Parliament, Many farmers used their
plum trees which had ceased bearing as shade trees
for their cattle, and it was unjust thas they should
Le forced to cut them dewn, even if affected by black
knot. He would do all in Lis power to defeat it,

Mr, ROSS sald that if the Aot were made permis-
sive by giving municipal corporations the option %o
appoint the inspectors named in the Dill it might be
passed without doing much barin. His own experi-

ence was not in suppert of thoe theory that black kuot
wasd infeclieus,

Mr. HUNTER said that in esome sectione of the

couniry the disense was assuming a very serious as-

oct; and thought that the Act should be passed in
ts compulsory form.

Mr. DEACON gaid that stromg representations had
becm made by the Fruit-Growers' Association and
others interested in fruit cmlture as to the advisa-
bility of passing the Bill. The provisions of the
Bill did not oxtend to wild plumn trees, and was
altogether a vory harmless Bill, and he hoped it
would pags,

Mr. FRASER suggested that the power to destroy
infected trees should be conflued to the owners
thereol, and that the authority to notify the owners to
cut down trees should be placed ia she hands of a
compelont inspeoctor.

Mr. WOOD said the appointment of an Inspector
meant the payment of a salary, which few munici-
palities would be willing to do, If the cutting out
of the black knot would not cure the disease no harm
could be done in rinnlnL ‘

& great barm would bo done by nob passing it.

Mr. CREIGHTON said he had introduced the Bill
from the suggestion of fruit-growers, having no per-
gonal knowled e of tho subject. e objec to hon.

slemen making amondments which would maka
the Bill inoperative,
owners that occupants of farms should prevent the
spread of this disease. 'The proposition was to make
it nocessary to cut ont the black knot, not to cut down
the trees, as the Commissioner nf Public Works
geemed to think, He had no objection to making it
nocessary to give the noticein writing, but he agreed
with the hon, the Commissioner of Agriculture that
it would bo unwise %o make the appointment of an
inspeotor necossary. lle believed that the au-
thovities were against those who claimed
that the discasoe was not contagious, Ag the name
of the Bill scemod to have given rise to a great deal
of merrimaent, he would wmovo that it be cailed * An
Act to provide for the protection of plum and
cherry trees.'’

Mr. SCOTT, after a few remarke, moved that the
Act should be asmended e0 as to raako it necessary
for the * owner or occupant of the land whore tle
owner was not resident in the municipality,” on
being notifled, should remove the disease from the
troes ou the land in question.

the Bill, bat if othorwise,

Iv'was ta the interest of the |

Mr. GRAHAM said that the Biil wae iatroduced

: juterests of the nurserymen, lle doubted
Emithar the hon. member for Groy or the Min-
ture understood what b kuot was,

il‘f‘:h'i:rﬂm was passed the Legislature would be made

i stock of jthe sgrioulturists of the
e huﬂm“fp had wo hesitation in eeying from his
coUnRErys : t this disease was not infeciious.

' lly passed by the Committee, pro-

"Ih!l ]:ﬂl’tunﬁf:u ,u the i:iitﬂhﬂl of thie diseasc

ﬂdﬁﬁ be ih’un to the owner, or occupant where the

shou was not resident in the municipality, by the

- st or of liighways, snd a lne imposed upon the

l":.f: so notilled 1 Le ncglected Lo xcmove the
pe

The Houso ‘djoum'll at oneyo’clock,
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| the Bill be struck out

' mium of 20

- of their business the

| $800,000, and they had in addition their premises on
' Toronto-street, worth $75,000.,

The following petitions were presonted :—

B{ Mr. Fraser—Sixteen petitions from ‘Thom
McC and others, that the ballot me
not be applied to the tiou of Separate Sch

trustiecs.
Measrs Morris and Rogevear—Two pet tions,

ing that the Torcnto Gas Company may not be WE "y

tted to have a $300,600 rest fund,
DITCHES AND WATER COURSES.

Mr. BRODER introdueed an Act to amond thoe Act
to amend the Ditclics and Water Courses Aok, whicl

was read & firet timo,
HAND-IN-HAXND INSURANCE CO.

Mr. HARCOURT moved the third reading of the
Bill to extand the powers of the Haond-in-Hand Mu-
tual Fire Insurance Co. Carried,

CONSUMERS' GAS COMPANY.

The House then went into Qominittee on the Bill
to smnend the Acts incorporating the Consumers! Gas
lompany, of Toronto, and Acts ameading the same
~~Myr, Bethuna,

Mr. BETHIUNE egaid that the only clauss in the
Bill to which any olyectionr was taken was the
geventh, which proposed to give the Company the
power to form o rest. The remaining clauses gave
them the right to adapt their present works to the
electric light and steam-heating, The objection to
thie soventh clause was based upon the 2ssumption
thet the cunsamers were entitled o have the benefii
of auy smum accruing from the operations of the
Company beyond the annual dividend of ten per
cent. The terins of the charter limited the divi-
dend which the divectors conld declare, but there
wis not a2 word in it to the oficet that they wore t
cive the consumers the benchit of any further profit,
The ten per cont. rostraint was merely a reetraing
upon the dirscrors in favour of the sharchwlders,

The tas Company wes not seckinug to be placed in a |
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0¥ CcCoOmpany,

Congumers' Gas Company had 1o tako 118 chauce
with the roest, aud ol ivs gat g0 ohicanly us to keap
dowa comnpotilign, A that the Coia-
pany were asking for what thoy had no right
to ask, Upon #hat point an opinion had
been givem by Mr. Rlake, to the eifect that under
the original charter the Company had the right to
accumulate the rest. 1t was solely for the purpose
of protecting the directors against the sharebholders
that they asked the power tead of inuvesting any
surplus in securities to form a rest. The proposal of
the hon, Commissioner of Works was that all above
$200,600 should go to the cheapening of tho gas.
The directors were perfectly willing to consent to
that proposal. They did not ask to be allowed to
accumulate any | gum; all they desired was
power to enable them to serve the city pmsoﬂh l!d
to guard ageinst casualties, It seemed to him
nothing but fair that the Bill should pass in its
present shape.

Mr. MOWAT sald that the powers asked for im
tho Bill in reference to the electric light eould be
obtained under the general Act,

Mr. BETHUNE said the Company wished to go
further than tho general- Act would allow them to
go, and it would be convenient to the Company to
have the Bill passed in the way proposed.

Mr. MILLER moved that the seventh section of
The Consumers’ Gas Com-
pany had entered into an agreement with $he citizons
of Toronto, by whioh the latter guaranteed the Com-
pany a dividend of ten per cent, 1n consideration of
the Company aureeing to reduce the price of gas
from time to time as their facilities would admit,
One of the provisions of the bargain was that
there should be no accumulation over and above
the sum required for the ordinary wear and tear
of the plant, &¢, Ile pointed out that the stock of
the Gas Compuny stood as high as that of any otbee
corporation in the Dorainion, largely owing to the
fact that a dividend of ten per cont. was guaaran-
teed. If the Company [jwished to form a rest, there
was a very easy way for them to do so. They could
set apart two per cent. annually on their stock of
$600,000, which, invested at compound interest,
would form a rest quite sufficient for all purposes.
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- He was of opinion that this House ought not to step

in and interfere with bargains that had been com-
pleted. But the Company already in reality had a
rest of $120,000, because their stock being at a pre-
per ceut, made their capital stock
worth $720,000, and he had pot the slight-
est doubt that if they wished to dispose

could do so readily foe

It was truo that they
had reduced the price of gas, and he was free to

- admit that the price charged in Toronto wasnot

extraordinariiy high. Iut the tables that had been
circulated among the members had not statcd the
wlhole case in this respect, The gas the Company
supplied was of thirteen candle-power, while in the
city of DIhiladelphia, where the price was
$2 16, it was of twenty-seven candie-power;
and in other American cities it ranged
from seventeen to twenty-two candle-power, t
ovou if the gas had beem as good as that sup-
plied in Awerican cities, the bargain entered into
betwoen the Gas Company rnd the citizens should

. not be broken by the House. He pointed out that

in order to pay the ten per cent. dividend there

- was practicatly no limit to the price that might be

charged fur gus; 1t might be increased from %3 to
$5 for that purpoge., The Company in 1864 had an
indebtedness of
had paid off that suin with iatereet, besides writing
off large sums year after year for depreciation of
property, They had oxtended their works to the ut-
most limiis of the city, and they now found themselves
in such a position that they had either to reduco the
price of gas or to form & rest. The only effect of
creating arest would ve to increase the price of gas

to the consumer, and to enhance the value
of the Company's stock. ‘fhat the lat-
ter effect would jbe produced was shown |

by the fact that the day before the pa ssing of the

Bill by the Private Bills Committca the stock stood

| 2: 1}:}‘ and it had since rigen to 120. 'I'rue, the
- Stock of other gas companies had risen f late, but

B0t 10 suchan sppreciable extent. He protescd
against the Company being given power {o taheo
UFI:_ of the pockets of che people of Toronto the sum
f‘, $200,000 or auy other sum. If the House sane-
tilﬂﬂﬂd the breaking of the barguin in one respcct
ey would soon have the Company applying to have
it rescinded inm all o thers. It had been ceutended
before tho Private Bilis Cowmmittes that the Cem-
bpany had the right to pay a dividend of
more thau ten per cent,; but hejread from a
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gan eompanics might be started in the eity, and the

$95,000, and since that time they
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