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tionate amount of the school expenses,
Mr. CROOKS said his aesire was not In any wa

————

who now had a vote in schoot elections. Women
were perhaps more interested in the educational
affairs of the country than men, and the Women
teachers were the most useful class of the schoole
teaching community. He was not prepared to taka
the responsibility of excluding from voting a class
who had held the right for some time, and who were

80 deeply intercsted in matters affected Ly those
Votes, (Hear, hear.)

Mr, CREIGHTON was in accord with the Minis-
ter of Education as agaionst the hon. member for
Peterboro’. He had always favoured the right of
women to vote at school clections, The education
of children came nearer home to them than any other
class of legislation, and women, particularly in rural

- districts, took much more interest than the men in

such affairs. In Britain they were abead of us in

- these matters, for the women nos only voted at

school elections, but also were elccted themaclves to
the _Boards diiecting the school affairs of
the district. He did mnot see why, if it
was desired to make the franchise the same in ecach
case, it would not bo well to extend to thow the right

1o vote at municipal elections,

Mr. ROSS said the different voters' listg were a
great difficulty, and a great source of expense to the

- country. The taking away the vote of the women

would affect only four or five votes in each section.

' The school guestion was largely one of taxes, and

complaints were being made of the heavy expense of
our system. He was not in favour of the extension

| of the franchise. Those assesscd for small amounts

would get the full value of their taxes in the educa-
tion of their children, without having a vo'a at
school elections, Ile was to a certain extent a sup-
porter of women's righrs, but these rights when
given were seldom exercised. e did not particu-
larly oppose the extension to them of the right to
vote upon municipal elections, but this should be
taken up as a separate question. le favoured the
exception of rural municipalities as indicated by the
Minister of Education.

Mr. CODK said in his experience the ladies voted
very largely at school elections. He knew one in-
stance in which twenty-four of them turned out to
vote. (Hear, hear.) He desired to call attention
to some practical difficulties which School Boards
in Lis vicinity had encountered. The School Act
said that before putting uvp a school building it
was not necessary to submit a by-law to the ratepay-
ors; tne High School Actjwas sileut on the point, and
the Municipal Act said the School Board eouid not
incur a debt without submitting the question to the
vote of the citizens, They had a case in Court upon
this question now. They had sent to Toronto for the
opinions of a number of eminent lawyers, for which
they paid large sums of money, but no two of the
opinions agreed, (Laughter,) He instanced a

case of a Union Board ia which organi- |
gation had been prevented for about twelve |

months by, the continued and persistent ab-
senice of half the members, thus preventing a
quorum, ln other cases they had had difficuliies
which necessitatea appeals to different lawyers, but
the only efifect seemed to be the spending of a groat
deal of «noney, tor the opinions never accorded with
eacn other, and even if the questions wern taken
into court the judges would give ditferent decisions,
(Lauguter.)

Mr. SCOIT claimed that there was no essential
differcnce as & matter of fact between echool and
municipal affairs. He would, therefore, move that
the franchise in both c¢ases should be made the
SAmo.

Mr.CROOKS said it was for those favouring this mo-
tion to show good public cause why the women should
be deprived oftheir franchise upon school matters,
To his own mind, the line between municipal and
school matters was sharply and distinetly drawn.
Muunicipal government had to deal with the material
interests of thes people, while school government
affected the intellectual and moral development, for
under the Ontario system the moral aspect of the
question was rocognized, and the principles of
Christianity regarded,fas to their eflect upon the
schools, Ie thought it would be a retrograde step
in the legislation of the country to put the two upon
the same footing, and would sadly affect our
gystewm, which had been the growth of twenty
years. The class of men who became can-
didatea for the position of school trusteca was

altogether different from that of the aspirauts to |

municipal honours, and the qualifications neces

to each were altogether different, With regard to

having the elections upon the same day he saw tho
same difficalty. The tgndency would be to have
both contests characterized by the same party
questions, and the same class of men woyld be
likely to run for office in each. If the wish of the

| hon. member was to eflect this end his motion was

well caloulated to meet his views, but otherwise he
would be disappoluted, The only argument to Le
used in its favour was that of convenience, and that

' in a case of 50 much moment was not a worthy one,

He would endeavour to prevent the position indi-
cated by the motion being recognized, (Hear, hear,)

pr. BETHUNE apprehended that very few ladies
entrusted with the franchise exercised it, and the

nestion was whether they should for the sake of

at small number incur a ‘I'El? large expenditure,
All those who had the right of voting, with the ex-
ception of women, had their names ontercd upon the
voters' list, and if the franchise for school electiong
was made the same as that for municipal elections
tho expense of making two lists would be done
away with. It would be a difficult thing in cities
to ascertain the names of those fomales who had the
right to vote, while if the one list was made final
for ai! purposes all that a:‘-,ﬁenla and trouble would
be saved. Another difficulty would be that the

of the clerk, an the result might ofton be a contest-

| ed election because of inaccuracies they contained,

Mr. MEREDITH did not think that the statement

| of the Hoa. Minister of Eiducation that trustees and

aldermen  were selected from different classes
was founded upon fact. He also thought that there
was not much in the objection that women would be
disfranchised, as at Rmnt they very seldom exer-
cised their right, an then only in cases where, from

ircumstances attending a hotly contested
:?;:trnn or otherwise, it was desirable that they
| should mot do so. There was but one class that
. would be affected by the amendment as to which
' ho had any doubt, and that was voters assessed in
' eitios for $400, 1 would Le!n the public interest,

the same. There was no division of the taxes, and
évery person on the assessment roll paid a propor-

to iuterfero with those who had the ri .
- vote. If the lists were made the l:nfuhttl:g
| effect would be to disfranchise the women

power of makin these lists would rest in the hands.

l
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d bave the ;effect of lessening the expen:
:l ?? il:;‘{lmunu were held on the saine day and
" in the sAm® MARDEr A8 munigcipal elections, .
" Mr. BELL thought that a fuller vote would be |
| got out tortrultnﬁooﬂonl if held on tlie same day |
4 E: municipal elections than there was generally’
polled at prosent, and for that reason he would like

to see the elections beld coincidently.

' the motion of his hon. friend from West Peter-

t was
Eu’:':ﬁ'min in school trusiee elections than in
municipal elections, and he did mnot think it advig-
able to deprive them of the right 10 exercise that
’0“!'1
Mr. CALVIN pointed out the groat reduction that
" would take place in the expense of holding the elec-
' tion for trustees if held at the same time as muni-
cipal elections Buch a ceurse would also have the
efftect of bringing out a fuller expression of opinion,
|  Mr. DEACON ridiculed the wsentimontal objec-
tions that had been taken to the motion offered by
his hon. friend from West Peterborough. H3 could
eee no reason why there should notbe a uniform
franchise for both classes of eiections, IHe would
pnot be in favour of placing the munieipal elections
on the basis of the school franchire, because he was
pot in favour of extending the frane but thought
the case could be met by making the qualification
for votors for trustees the same’ns that for councillors
The question of holding the clections on the gamse
day was a distinct one, and he thought thore were
strong arguments in favour of holding them on
different days. The oljection that the motion would
disfranchise ladies wae a trifling one, and he did pot
think any lady in the land would Lllma them for
depriving her of the school {ranchise, because it was
rarely exercised, and when exercised it was gener-
ally under circumstances that rendered it uodesira-
ble to do so.

Mz, CREIGHTON pointed out the great difference
that existed betwoen the fuactions of Municipal
Councillora and School Boards. He thought tLat
they should be extremoly careful in depriving any
one of the rights now possessed in regard to school
eloctions. I'he gqucstion was one between right and
expediency, and where there was a question of that
kind he was on the side of right, 1Thoee whom it
was proposed to disfrauchise wero just as doeply in-
terested in educational matters as those with whon
it was propoesed to leave the power of voting.
Not omly would ladies Dbe disiranchised,
but & number of ratepayers in towns

wil citiee where the qualification for municipal
Er‘u-{ Lise respectively was $300 and $400 would be
Isos :Iis!‘rluoﬁlued. He thought the motion was in
‘Ew . rection of putting the country into the position

7 koy and the East—(laughter)—in the matier |

{ iy iving ladies of their rights, Trustee elections
oo o nerally conducted in a very peaceable man-
per, . | there was nothing about them that would
Fvim « lady from casting her vote. 1

Ji'he nmendmont was then put and lost on a vote of
“."i to 25,
S Mr. MEREDITI asked why the hon, Minister of
favcation did not propose Lo make the section apply
€9 Surorate Schools,

Mr. CROOXS eaid that the elause under considera-
#ion apuvlied solely to Public Schools, and in another
erics of clauses he was proposing to legislate for

rate Schicols. There might be consderations
acting T'ublic Schools which could not be said to
pply to Separate Schools, and it was desirable to
efer the discussion of matiers relating to the lat-
cJass of schools until that part of the Bill aflect-
g them was under consideration.

Mr. MEREDITH eaid tLat the Bill did not extend
income franchiso to trustee elections for Separate
ools. .

‘Mr. CROOKS said his hon. friend would find that
@ Bill deult with that question,

Mr, FRASER said there was no agitation
BAmongst Scparate School supporters to have the law
hanged with regard to income voters, They pre-
rred thoe system they had now, which was one with
hich thicy were thoroughly acquainted,
)

l‘* The sccond section was then carried,

L]

Y Pn gection six,

, B) LI desired to move an amendment to the
floct that tho election of trustees for FPublic and
eparaie Schools should be held by ballot at the
\thd time und place ag municipal elections.

“Mr. CROOKS pointed out that the mode of hold-
electicns for Separate Schools was not proposed

dealt with in the section under consideration,
thoug it it would be better for his hon, {Fiand
leave jli:t portion of his resolution over until the
of the Ll relating to Beparate Schools was
od.

r. MIREDITH did not see by what authority

bon. ¢ o.amissioner of Fublic Works could an-
ounce that the Separate School supportcrs of the
rovince did mot Auaira tho school franchise ex-
ded to income voters,

I dr, FRA SER gaid there was no agitation amm}gl'
man Catholics for the chunge referred to. They |
ere quite contented with the law as it stood. This
islaturo had authority in certain matters over
separate Schoois, and in certain matters they had
ne; and apart from the constitutional aspect of the
uestion where or not they could interfere with the
Eﬂrmu School franchise, he could speak as a

paral: School supporter and as a member of the
ouse that & change in the direction Kruponnd was
sctight by those maintaining the BSeparate
00.3.
Mr. SOOTT said there had been no agitation in
agnt}-d ‘o thoe income franchise for Mublie School
019,

r. FRASER #aid he spoke solely for Scparate
ool voters,

r. MERRICK thought that the measure had

been introduced by the hon. Minister of Lducation
on the view thatit was for the benefit of the
unfry, and considered that the hon. gentleman

Was justified in not waiting for public agitation.

'* Mr. BELL again wished toput his amendment. |

. Mr. CROOKS asked to have the motion changed as |
gar a8 related to Separate Schools, so as to leave

iscussion on that point until a later portion of the
Bill wee arrived at. -

Mr. MEREDITH saw no rcason for postponing
he discussion with regard to Separate Schools, and
jntended that the hon. member for West Toronto
ad & perfect right to put the amendment in the

Bbhape he had.




