ONTARIO LEGISLATURE.
THIRD PARLIAMENT—FOURTH SESSICN.

. A ———

LEuGISLATIVE ASIEMBLY,
Toroxrto, Feb, 15,

L e S e

The Speakor took the chalrat 3 o'cloclk.
Prayers were read by Rev, J. G, Auntlid,

PETITIONS. ‘

The following petitions were presentod

it hito and
: r. Bell—The petition of Thos. White
ﬁEg;' h:f Toronto, praying for cértaln amend mduts

to the Municipul Act ralating to the property quulifi- |

pution of aldermen snd wayor, and on other mnttmr?i
r. Long—Thn petitisn of the County Counci
nfgfmn:na msp‘f;;iug the consicucilon of the MHuron
ana Ontarie Ship Canal,
By Mr. Tooley—The petition of the County Coun-

' 1 ts to
eil of Middlesex, praying for certain amﬂndmt'-fl. :
theo Assessient .'!Lct;, alzo, from the samo, respocting

——

$he aale of lunds for arrears of tuxes.
By Messrs, Tooley and Merrick—Seven Orange
peiitious,

REPORTS OF COMMITTIES.

Mr., FRASER presented the 11th Report of the
Committee on Private Bills, which was adopted,

Mr. DEROCHE presented the %:d Roport of the
Committee on Printing, which was adopted.

M.. WOOD presentod the 9th report of the Com-
mitlee on Nailways, which was adopted,

RAILWAY CROSSINGS.

Mr. FRASER introduced a Bill to amend the
Railway Act. e explained that 1t was intended
to apply in cases where 8 railway under the juris-
@igtion of the Province desired to cross or join one
under that of the Dominion, and it provided that

uthority in such cuses should be left entirely with
¢ Railway Commitice of the Dominion House. In
ases where ouly two Omtario Provinee railways were
goncerncd the jurisdiction should remain with the
Comumuesioner ot Publio Works of Untario, as at pre-
Bent,

The Dill was read a first time,

AGRICULTURE AND ARTS.

Mr. WATTERWORTH introduced an Act to
wmend the Agriculture and Arts Act, which was
tead & first time,

THE SCHOOL SYSTEM.

Mr, CROOKS, ia moving the second reading of the
Bill respecting Publio, High, and Sepacate sehools,
roposed to nui_u,ﬂn to the House a number of the
shtinguiuhin;: eatures of the eduecational system of
Outario which had gaiaed for the Province s high a
sition amongst other communities engaged in the
&a work. lle referred to the high honours which
Proviuce had won at the late Paris Exposition

d at the Centenulal Exhibition at Philadelphia,
Rﬂ echool systemn of Ontario in its primary depart.
ment possessed several distinetive features, the first
and foremost of which was that the public schools
ore entirely free ; the second comsisted in all the
ls being supported by s loeal rate ohargeuble
Bpon all the asscssable property of the loe
®ality; & third was that the management of the
was in the hands of the ratepayers them-
#elvés through thefr own chosen trusiecs: a fourth
was that the School Boards were aided an strength-
eued by the municipal organizations; and's fifth,
that the expenditure incurred in the maintenance of
the system was economical, They also procured
yory satisfactory results in the way of attendance
Without a resors to those stringent compuleory en-
Retmeunts which prevailed under other systems ; they
reoognized the religious prineiple, while at the same
Plme preserving the fullest liberty of conscience ;
bhoy perccived fully the advantages, and m fuot
the neccssity, of proper opportuuitics for training
teachars—they had an element of great irnportance in
Prescrving a unilonm stavdard for the qualitication
81 Wachers ; and to give cohereucy to the whole sys-
m, they had the central authority which existod in

o liduestion Departmenut. Aftor contending that
whole merits of the school system depended
E:inly upon the recognition of these principles, he

nton to give the results which had been socured
the way of attendance upon the Public Schools. 1n
3877 the total school population in Ontavio, from five
ears of age to twenty-one incinsive, was 494 504; and
egistered altendanes was 490,850, and the avor-

Bge attondance 317,184, The per centage of the atten-
danoe ol tie whole school population was thus 14} per
cont., which was a very high average and one which
®ory few countirier surpassed, Of the total number
of childrou attendong sclicol scarcely & fraction were
under five years of age, 61 por cent, were betwoon
five and ten, 43 per cent. hetween cloeven and six-
toon, kl?d 4, percent, between seventeen and twonty-
bne. The fact that the education irparted by the
blic Schools was not of an unnecessarily high
charzcter was shown by the fact that the great bulk
:f the children were comprised in the first, second,
nd third classes. Ninety-three per coni. of the en-
tire education of the Province was carried on in the
ublic Schools, as against two per ceut. in High
hools, aud two per cent. in colleges and private
ochovls. Aflter ?w e tolals of the expenditure
upon Public ‘Schools for current maintenance aud
Oupital account fince 1868, he showed that the cost
per puptl for maintenance only since that year had
neen from $3 34 to $5 20 in 1677, He pointod
out that the aysiem of local management in
achool affairs was carried even further than in
Municipal government, and possessed great advan-
tages in that respect Compared with the English and
&0me of the colonial systeme. Oue effect of the
echools beiug loanaged by the people themselveg
Was that the ratepayers felt that the only WAy in
which they can obtain s return for their expendi-

Sure was to send their children regularly to school, |

Ea showod that this principle conduced more tc:
Fogular attendance than the penal  compulsory
al_nr.m in other systows, I+ would be secn thut the
Bill before the doase provided for even larger
wers of control over the expenditure being given
the people ha repreaonted in their muniipal

8. There was just as much nocessity for econ-

Omy io the management of the schoel sratdin ae
re was for elficiency, and the Poople were entitled

to fair value foy their loney in the benefits which
tﬂlj’ receved from their schools, A comparison of
¢ cost ver cavita of maintaining public schools in

diction exercigal le by the De

that while the respougibilit
: of fr,
[lgulatmnl rested J amin

rganizations, Ho was anxious t
thoroughly understacq that ther 1 visi
pf responsibility, ag mi:tnkeue ity ot los

which » fuller knowledge of th TR
thority would have P“‘E':llh:d, ® distribution of gy-

Untario with that of some of the American States
Was much in favour of the former. The cost per
Eg‘pll An Untario was §5 20 ; in Massachusetts it was

48; ih Michigan, $747; in New York, $6 12 ; in
hio, $8 50; aud in Pennsylvania, $7 60. An exe
smination of the amounts per pupil paid for curront
expenditure in 1677 in the various cities of Ontario
phowed that in Toronto it was §6 44, in Hamilton
80, in London 5, in Kingston $3 83, and in
tawa $5 58, As compared with these amounts the
eoit in Eoston wus $256 94, in Lowell $17 79, in New
York $21 99, in Cinciunati $20 80, in Detroit $13 74,
fa KRochester §16 63, and in other cities of the
United States sunilar sums, 1The best results of the
{ree school system would doubtless be found in such
cltios as Boston and New York, but thoss wera not

fair specimens of tho American public schools. In |

tho rural districts of the Union a very different atate
f things existed, contrary to e ease in Ontario, in
bich the mraf schoo!s were doing the work of
elementary education as satisiactorily as in Torouto
sud other cities, The cost per pupil in New Bruns-~
wick was $1 16, which was no doubt extremely
eheap, but which was partially accounted for by the
fact that as the system of the l'rovince was at pre-
fient in a transition state there was no provision
ade for a regular conrse of training teachers, In
ova Scolia the cost por pupil was §6 67, It was
generslly conceded that the management of school
well a8 of other affairs was carried on

ith great economy in England, In England
there wad always obtuined walue for expendi-
ture, yet the cost there per pupil in the Board schools
was £1 1s 44d, and in dcotland £1 198 7{d. 1n the
oluntary schools the ecost was £1 135s 04d, aud in
Eﬁuﬂnnd £1 148 13d, Buch flgures, he timught,
howed conclusively that the cost of the school sye-
bem in Onturio was not at all extravagant, Theu as
$o the result in attendance he thought the figures he
had already given were quite satisfactory, and he
argued that hose results were obtaived with
pothing more gevere than a oum;;uluqrj clause which
Was more tormidable in sound than in reulity, The
ual clauses ol the Beottish Act,it hed bee thought,
ould not be acccptable to the people of Ontario,
Ror would they conduce to mora regular atiendance
than was now ohiained. There might however, be oo~
¢asfon 4t some fature time to consider whether in
tegard to the question of attendancefthere were not
gome obstacles which the Legislature could
@eal with., The question of the ciiployment of
ghildren of tender years in manufactoties,” to
the detriment of their health and the aeglect of
their education, was one which might at some future
pme bo passed upon by the House. It had often
beon remarked that there was & danger in educating

shildren of muking them oaly clever scoundrels {f |
S moral training were not given them st the sama |

|

Mme. But it could not bo said that the schools of !

the  Province were entirely secular, aud the
Matules sud regulations that had been framed
wore framed with. s  view of Tecognizing
tho grealL principles of Glu'iutlanity, wiile at
the same time providing for the fullest
Uberty of conscience. An ilustration of this prig-
eiplo was fuund in the existencs of Separate Schools
which Lore tesumony to the liberty of ouy g-.ju[,-.uun:
al systom. I{e pointed out the benefits that wore
gonterred  upou the denomination supporting the
eparate Schools by their maiutenance, and after al-
uding to somo of the difculties that obatructed

o iu their work, poiunted cut that gome of thess

ificuliivs, a8 to tho mode of holding trustee
lections and the munver of levying the
En-uaamﬁnlu. were proposed 10 be remedicd in the
1 he had submitted to the Houss. The
frue occonomy in any school system was the securin
of ofliciont teachers, It required just as muc
pecial training to £it a teacher for bis profussion as
t did any skilled mechanic or any prolessional man.
e ontered into a detailed account of the mothod of
aining teachers in Eugland, which though an ex-
Eemnrd vle was oue which was attended with the
¢st results. The training colleges alone entailed
apon the country a cost of about 258 per male and
&57 per fomnie student. Duri tLe period between
ﬁ?l and 1877 thexe applied for rlt-cﬁ:l certiticates
the Province 311, for socond-class 5,085, aud for
third-class 23,160, or a total of 23,557, or at the rate
of about 4,000 4 year. The rosult n} the examing-
Bon wae that ouly v9 oat of the 813 passed for first-
class, 1,564 out of the 5,085 for sccond-class, and

10,611 for third-class, making in all a total of 12 457, |

The average then jor ihe seven years of
. Buccoss!
candidates was 11 of srst-class, g.-‘;i of mnd-ulu::l
dnd 1,545 of third-class certiicated teachers. At

that rute it would only take about four |

yoears 0 eupply each of the 6,400  public

sohoole of the Provipes with a tcather. T |
. 12 Pro=-
blem of providing a proper coursa of training t}.& :H

bhe teachers of the Provinee, since the No _

bor. wonio could only qualify » very uﬁffi.‘i.‘ﬂf_‘
hor, was a very iMportant one, and 1o mees the dif-
ficulty the establishinent of County Model Nehgols
bad been l‘.{l'r—liit:l.l uprom, The legislature aranted
the sum of §100 towards the founding of a Model
Bchool in every county in the Province, and invited
the counties 10 coniribute each tg their own sehool
Blike amount. The suggustions of the Government

bad Loon preiy kenerally ac j
n ¥ acted upon :
Aud at a very siall “Iipenae, thuu';o . s .

gay that the igunorant arsimony w
Iill;mt lulr‘rl.iung! of llhr:ull cuuutr;]; )
Lty Councils in contributi '
he u-.mutmmn::e of a Node) h:flﬁ;:l;.mr;:::r;u';;?:i;
Mod~) Huhugln_n Uboraiion in 1578 was fifty, and the
tti'tumiauqﬂ aunnug the two ters amoun ted't.o ] 'ﬂ'ﬁl
being an incrense of 154 over 1577, Of that qu:';ht"
::]t:-:ﬂ :'I;I:I“]'Hj}_.g Passed a succossful examination”
¥ LW O YI1bg rejec e, T - 1
2apita for cach HUE‘.’;HE":H lmLchﬁih:.ﬂ-}:E:uﬁ p!?',:
Logisinture wuy toncerned, was $3 §) and :n
8qual amount baid by the Counties I':Iladﬁ the
éntiro expense $7 @2, These Modal Schools
besides beinug toonomical in  the matter

of expense, supplementod very valuably the

work of the High Schools and ef?
' te
tesulls upon teuchers and Ii.‘:ho-ull.m']..:;.llﬂ u::d b;::

which they were cetablished, and
_ : 1 . which th
ta conjunction with the N ur:uu.l Schools u?unftl::z

and Toronto, wag the sunplyin '
! g of & suflicient .
of trained teachers to ineet the rvquiremﬂantft}nﬂf:

Oovince. He then weng into the matter of tho juris-

Partmeat, and showed

with it, the 'fl“' —
_ wer of ¢ '
hem into frce was rnute:i nnt?;;li 10 t;:nlj:::ugl

as it should bLe

sometimes occurred

e alluded to the

change that liud taken pl s 2
place in .

phe educational system of the Pruthi-i;:-mm g o

pponsibie  Ministor was , “u & re-

ppointed ¢t con-

“prevented some




