the cluse ot the ycar. When these duc_umun‘ts
were kept back so lougmem bers lust_tut:ﬂ]’;a
jn them, ‘Lhiscustom had nothiuyg tt.
age (o v commend it and tlu,-u;.;*h ij.rmf,l
5t claim it would be u --nuﬂutuuuu;‘t
o change it, he did not sc: why the House
ghould lurego 1ts privilege i
MI'.HIEL'I.AH:lhfilli{ht l'il-r i[utlfic!hirlliltl
be satistied with the declaration ol the Go-
vernment that cfforts would be made to
bring down these reports and statcments
at the earliest possitilc mom: a8 no doubt
it was desiraide they be brought |
down. He moved 1 « ment to the
motien ;—

: . I
Thut all the words of the resolution after the wor
"'tl\‘l]}*“l;:ta” be struck out, and the following in- rl
uurh.:d 1n lieu thereof :—"* That the pracuice hns: been
that the Departmental reports other tlmn_thu Educa-
gional Keport aud the YPubhe Acmu_utﬂ in detail I‘:nr
pyery yoear arc brought down, lfnnl.ad. and dis- |
sributed at the first session thereafter, aud that this
Ilouse is glad o learn trom the CGovernment that
guch arraugements havo been é®vised as will per-
gnit hereaiter the ublo Acconnts of each ycar in
dotail beinyg 'aid before this Hows 2t the first gession
pnoxt after the close of the yeu. w which such Ac- |
counts relate ” | | ‘

Mr. WOOD admitted that ‘'t was desirable
o have the Public Acconnts brought down
as early as possible afler the cnd ol the
year or the beginning of the session. Dut
it was impossible with the Fyus il hE;E“.:!, to
go on and complete the Pnblic

ccounts in
detail in such a shoirt time, "The work of
making out the accounts was nof oue of
copying, but one of celleclion, aud could
only be done under very caretul suptivia |
sion. The CGovernment, Lowever, hed a
system  under consideration by which,
pither by increased assistance or otherwise, |
the Public Accounts of the proceding vear
would be brought down at the vearly ses-
wion of the Honso,

My, WILLS agreed with the mover of the
motion, that the preseunt system was a
faulty one, it was absurd to say that the |
Public Accounts Commitiee couid now |
shoroughly mvestigate the acconnts of the |
year, and he was glad to hear that the Goy. |
eroment intended to alter their system fo |
bring about the desired improvement, '

Mr, LAUDER had always been in favour |
@i a change in the direction indicated, and
congratulated the Hon. Treasurer upon
meeting the wishes of the lHouse, He
might say indeed tLat that lhon. gentle.
wman geuerally showed a desire to comply |
in matters of detail with the wishes of the |
minority, |
¥ Mr. MERRICK said that the amendment |
did not cover the sar:. ground as the |
motion, as the Governm at did not pro-
pose 1o bring down during the session the
accounts of the year precediug the one in |
which the session was held, e pointed
put that the difliculties which had stood in
the way of bringing down the Public Ac-
counts at an early date had apparently been
got rid of, because the totals were given in
the statement of receipts and expenditure
],.niu before members durinz each session,

M:. CREIGHTON asked the llon. Tyrea.
surer if the arrangements made by the Gov.

ernment included the bringing down of the
Public Accounts of 1878 during the present
pussion,

~ Mr. WOOD said that he had pointed out
fhat the dilliculties in the way were such
as to prevent that beiug done, The inten-
gion of the Government was that in the
futuve they would provide meaus for bring-
ing down the Fublic Accounts in the way
his hon, friend bhad indicated,

Mr, CREIGHTON said that the Hon. 1'rea.

surcr'sauswer was anunsatisfactory one. He
conticued at some length to show the de-
sirability of having tie reports  brought
down in the way his motion indicated,
* Mr. MEREDITH oasked if the :-Wt-ru.
Jiond vropoged (o place the Publie Accounts
for 1318 1n the hauds of the people before
fhc uextgencral elections,

Mi. WOOD had alieady nointed oyt the

tmpossibility of Lringing them down this
session,

Mr. MELREDITIH moved ia ;uuuudnn;nr,

Lhat a'l the words in the proposed amendment
siler the word "“tucrcof,”? where 1t firgt ocenrs be
strnck out, and the following substituted ”m,-uh,}:_ﬂ
“That in the opinicn of th.s House 1t is desirable
that the Publie Accounts in detail for the vear L"'T";
shonld be 1u the hands of (Le 1""*'-"'.['15 L'ﬁi-..."lﬂ' the I‘II:
suing goneral clections,

Mr. FRASER sgid tbut ail that
y the hen, member or
H_mt the Accounts should

* Was askeq
North Grey was
be distributed to

members of the H*_'U{“? when the Houge
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Was not in scssion, and that Whs résisted by T
the CGovernment on the constitutional

ground that the reports must be first '-'

brought betore the people’s Parliament as- |
sembled. It was only when the ["arliament |
was 80 assembled that members Lad any |
authoritative character at all, The amend. |
«nent proposed by the hon, member for |
London went a great ceal further than that
proposed by his Lop. friend from North
tirey. The hon, mcember for London said |
that it was desirable that the reports, al-
thongh not wrinted and distributed to the
House, should be distributed to the whele
people of the couniry-that every persen
vesident in Qutarie should have a copy of
ghe Public Accounis, ITow else were they
#to be laid before the :-':Up[u_‘“l' After the
present Legislature was dissolved there
would be no Parliament befoie whom
gho Public Accounts could be laid,
Everything in the nature of a salcguard was
proposed to be swept away by the amend-
ment of the hon, member fo: i.ondou, The
Government bad always u “eld that it was
desirable to place the % uplu: Accounts
before members in, the session next after
tlLe past year, Some of the reports, such
that of the Education Department, could
not by any posgibility be brought down at
that time, Lle did not think that
tho House had so little revercnce for
nld constitutional landmarks as to
do away with a practice that wag !
ono of long standing, when a remedy for the
gefect was  provided by the amendment
IH'UI'”J'E{HI. by the member for North “‘fﬂﬂﬂ.

Mr, CREIGHTON cuaracterized the
statemant of tho Tfml. Comumlsaioner for
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| Public Works, thatthe people were not en-

titled to know what had boecg done with'
their money except wheu Parliament wae !
il session, as rubbish, It was absurd to
guppoese that any harta would result from |
the Public Accounts’ reports being distrib-
| uted before they were laid betoro the

House, Unless the Government inteuded
; to keep the people in ignorance as to the
. Way in which the public expenditure had
- +2en made, he could ses nothing to hinder

the accounts for 1878 being orought down
| before the end of the present session.

' Mr, DEACON thought it strange that the
- Treasurer should not have risen to oppose
 the resolution ot the hon, member for Lon-
don and that the Attorney.(ieuneral should
 have remained silent ailso, Ho believed the
- motion could not bear the construction put
uponitbythe Commissionerot Public Works
when he said that it meant that a copy of
the I'ublic Accounts was to be put in the
hands of each citizen in the Province, If.
the Accounts were kept back until after the .
general election, and the Governwent se-
cured another lease of power,they would ao
50 by reserviug from the people wformation
which they were entitled to have, '
Mr, CULRRIE was surprised at the length
to which the discussion had reached. He
did not see why the oviginal wotioa should
not pass, as o Larm could resuit from the
distribution ot these reports belore they
were laid upon the tablo, He did not
understand why it was not possible to biing
down these accounts before the close of the
session, for it was morely a question of
printing. and the members of tho House
really needed them.~ lo agreed with the
mover of the eriginal motion that when
brought down s0 late the accounts had lost
their interest, not only to members of the
House, but to the country as well,

Mr, MOWAT said the Opposition had al-
ways failed in making & case agaiust the
Government,even when they had the Public
Accounts 1 their hands to quote from, aud

-anytbing they had attempted to establish
- could have been proven quite ag well from
| the statement of receipts and expenditure.
- Yery good use could alwavs be made of the
Public Accounts by the friends of the Gov.
ernment 1u justitying the course which
they had adopted. The Governmeut could
have no possible interest in keeping back
the Public Accounts, because the only cflect
of such delay was to injure themselves. Ie
had been somewhat surprised at the state-
ment made by an hon, member opposite that
the Attorney-General should have spoken
upon this question when it came up. He
did not sce that the question of the I'ublic
Accounts was one partjcularly calling for
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| the attention of thd Attorney.Clencral,

Mr. MORRIS<Except as Premier.




