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- di one who looked at thoe quese
| ‘:ifn mﬁidly could vote for the resvlution
gubmitted by the leader of the Opposis

mﬁ}. MERRICK had no doubt that acarly

the members of the House were Sur-
;lrliued to find that scarcely auny nﬂ:_mtit;‘!:'l
Lad been made in the estimates. In speake
ing he would refer only to the ﬁgl;lf_nl
- quoted by hon. members opposite, ‘Lue
‘s reasurer, in his Budget speech, had given
very full details, and had candidly Enwurud
any questions put to him. The Treasurer
admitted that the surplus on hand after the
sandfield Macdonald Government —Waa
§3,704,753, not_including amouuts held by

' the Dominion Government. These special
' funds were now claimed by the Govern-
'ment as part of their surplus,
' but the former Government Wwere en-
| titled to creditfor the same. Theso amounted
to $2,703,657, and the value of the library
at Ottaws was $105,641,000, a total surplus
after the late administration of $6,542,820.
The surplus as claimed by the present
Treasurer was $4,531,363, 1t was question-
able whether the Government had really
saved this, 'I'he money of Sandfield Mac-
donuld’s Government was not {rom what
might be called abnormal revenues, exoopt
perhaps a sum of $118 000 from tae tim.
ber lands sale of 1871. The Governmeht
had made $600,000 out of the sale of '73,
and $76,000 out of the sale of 'i17. The
Government could not take credit for that
as part of the surplus, They might as well
clai the proceeds ot the sale of any of the
pubiic buiidings for the same, The Sand-

‘tield Macdonald Government had to pay

- §$291,000 iuterest on the debt of the Pro-
| vinee, which was struck off by tho Tilley
'Act. The present Government claimed
credit for haviug arrauged the municipal
loan fund, but he claimed that an injustice
had been done to the older municipalitios
- who bhad not borrowed from that tund, He
then proceecded toguote the 'ublic Accounts
| to show that tho average annual increase
 during the present Admiunistration had been
| 35 per cent greator than under tho former
 Government, He took up first tho subject
ol legislation showing that there wasa differ.
ence in the increase of 40 per ceut under
the present Government over the former,
‘following it with similar remarks upon the
maintenance of public institutions, in whick
~departmentalsoheclaimeda largerelative in.
' crease.The Government had likewise increas.
ed the expenditure set down to administra.
| tion of justice in an unwurrantable manner,
LDuring the four years of Jehn Sandfield’s ad-
mwministration the average yearly increase
- had becen tive per cent, while the present
- Admiuisiratiou had increased the sameoitem
at the rate of foriy per cont, DBy similar
calculatious he went on to show that the
Goverument were responsible for undue in-
creases in other departments, Yet he did
not sce how they could claim credit for hav-
ing given so much money back to the peo-
ple, since a large amount of the expenditure

bad been upon works which would give no -
return to the majority of the people, He |

asscrted that nearly all the items of sularies
and contingeucics in the diflerent depart.
‘mental ofiices had been increased, and the
course of the Opposition with regard to
 these increases was embeodied in the resolu.
- tion before thewmn, He gave ligures relating
' to the various oftices 1n support ot his state-
ment, but was corrected in some of them
by members of the Government, He
“thought there should be no hesitation in
reducing the salaries of many officials, since
if they did not like o accept the lower
salary, efficient men could be found who
would do so, “The Opposition had urged
vpon the Governwcut the necessity of
' decrcaging the expenditure in many durec-
tions, and they would always be williog to
concur in (uy such decrease,

Mr. BAXTER thought the hon, leader
of the Opposition and uis followers were in
the habit of paying much detsrence to the
views expressed by gentlemen outs:de of
the House, T'he tables and statements of
Hon. Senator Macpherson seemod to be of
much service to tuem. The expenditure
under the present Government had been
large, but it had not been a wastetul ex.
penditure; it was all in the interests of tha
country, ‘I'be supporters of the Go'eru.
ment were prepared to detend the increases
made by them 1n the expenditure on the
ground that the money belonged to tho
people, and that it had been distributed so
as to bepefit them, Notwithstanding the
large amounts which had been paid out by
the Government the surplus was still large,

amounting to four and & half millons of
dollars, and the Province was ia a sound
state financially. *

" Mr. FRASER characterized the motion
introduced by the leader of the Opposition
as “buncombe,” The term might not ve &
parliamentary one, but still he used it ad.
visedly in describing mnot only the preseut
motion, but the whole course of the Opposi.
tion during the session, T'hey had acted as if
they wished to condemn the Government for
what they themselves had consented to, and
their whole course of action was intended
to gain political capital for them, The
leader of the Opposition had in his motion
gat forth comparisons in diflerent items of
expenditure under the present and late
Governments, and these comparisons were
made unfairly to tell against the Adminis-

tration, ‘I'he hon. gentleman had pursued |

a gimilar plan in his speech, for which ke |

(Mr. Fraser) had corrected him before, In
comparing the expenditures of the two Gove
ernments, he (Mr. Meredith) had charged
suchabuormal items of expenditure incurred

he cume tc the sum spent by the present
. Auministration in consolidating and revis.
ing the statutes, he had set it down asanitem
of current expenditure, The hoi. geulleman
should have treated both cases alike, and
' not bave classed them under different heade
ings., Ue (Mr, I'rager) could say with con-
fidence that every member on the Govern-
ment s.de of the IHouse was 1o favour of
economy in administering the affairs of the

Province, and Le thought the electors would
testily tbeir confidenco in the Administra.
tion by returning a large wmujority to sup-
poit thein at the coming election, (Cheers,)

It being ﬁi; o'clock the Spﬂ&kﬁ[‘ left tho

chair,

Before recess Mir, Hardy laid on the

able the fellowing documents ;=

1. The Eﬁﬁa of the Ontario Government
sefore the boundary arbitration,

2. Dominten Ovder in Council relating
to the game,

5. Deseriptive pamplilet of new territory
added to Ontario under the award of tho
Same,

4. Feport of Cominissioner of Crown
Lande .

5. Separate School reiurn,
After recess,

Mr. FRASER resumed the debate on the
motion to go into Committee of Supply.
Afier reforring to the pomnts he had main-
tained Lestated that just before the edjourns
inent for recess he had characterized the mo-
ticuas buncombe, lehad now tocharacterize
it in another way. Usually with votes of
want of confidence, where the leadership
was courageous, wherc there was something
manly about 1t, a Government was not at-
tacked in the dark, Those bringing for-
ward such motions generally gave some

notice of their intention, particularly in
vases like the prescut, where the resolution

womld make it impossible to express by
motion a differenco ot opinion, and where it
had to be a straight vote, This was done

in order to give the Government a chance

of defence. In view of the fact that this
was a straight vote, he considered that he
was justified in characterizing the leader.

6hip under which this motion was made as |
#mali end narrow—that there was not much
courago or manliness about {1t—that the |
strategy might be characterized as ten cent
etrategy., (Laughter.) Fair and bhon- |
ot lcadership would give the op- |
ponents an opportunity to prepare

& defence, When one sceke to make a comn
parative statement as between one year
and anothier, the lcast to be expected is that
thoso who are to criticize the statement
ghould have an opportunity of knowing

by the late Administration as the relief to |
sufferers by the Ottawa fire, and others of |
a like nature, to capital account ; but when |

|

where he gets bis figures and how he

reackes the conclusions ho draws f{rom
them, He had only in part been able to
ascertain how the hon, leader of the Oppo.
gition reaches the comparatlve statement
between 1871 and 1877. He thought he
Liad shiown that the figures did not appear
a8 represented in the ublic Accounts, and
therofore the hon. gentleman could not

|

|
|

|

expoct his own followers, if they were true |
to themselves, to vote for his resolution,

He would place his followers in the position
of supporting figures which they knew to
bo incorrect and endorsing statemenis
which did not square with truth, (Hear,
ficar.) The speech of the hon, gentleman




