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- Suppose that past legistation led to that, it
}ruuld require the strongest language l.l;ali
It would be possible to em ploy.  Every pre.
Sumption was against it; it wag entirely

contrary to all British practice, and to all

| p’raccdeut. 1t  would, in fui.!t, be

, yranny to thus take away the right of

rnu_'r portion of the country to be tepre-
uentcd_ in Parliament after having once
recognized it, T'o mako laws for that part

ol the country in common with tho rest of

the Province—10 make special laws for it,

as they had done for Algoma—without its
buing represented would be tyranny. The
ounly precedent for any such course was

Where an English constitugncy had proved

itsclf 80 utterly corrupt that the right of

represcutation had to be taken from it.

I'hat wagthe only precedent that hon. gen-

t!ﬂman' could cite in favour of the view

. Laat the House could ho constituted withi-
?Ft every constituency sending a member,
I'here were special reasons why no Legisla-
ture should exclude Algoma, bucause it was
Such an enormous country, The late mem-

ber for Aleoma used to tell them that it |

wad pearly as large as all the rest of On-
| tario put together, aud according to the
the Province, it was as large as the rest of
Ontarie. Yet the conteution on the other

Catious, which were misleading hon. members
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side was that thero was a deliberate inten-
tion to deprive that vast country of repre.
sentation ualess the elections happened to

occur thero at the sawme time as in the rest |
Oof the Proviuce or uniess the return day

happenuvd to be the same day as for the rest
Ol the country, Oue vote might change a
Government, Their friends in Quebec had
been carrying on the Government for somo

- Umo with great success, and were kept in
- Power only by the vote ot ono mewmber.

Y ot though this importance might attach
“0 cne vote, his hon. friends opposite con.
tended that the House could go vn without
giving Algoma aun opportunity of being
represented,

Mr, MEREDITH—We are all members
lor Algoma,

Mr, MOWAT said they were a!l members
for London, yet it would be & moonstrous
thing to hold an election without giving
Loudon an opportunity of returning a re-
prescutative,  But though he thought many
Couslituencies could do better than London
(laughter), still Loudon had a right to make
1ts mistake if it chose. No one whoss mind
was perfectly unbiassed by party consider-
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opposite, now thought any construction of
the statute possible which would have the
clicot that his hon. friend claimed it had.
Supposing, however, the Government huad
taken the view that hon, gentlemen said
they should bave taken, aud that in the |
absence of the member for Algoma they |
siould after the next election—when
they would come Dback with even
a larger majority than they had now—(hear,
hear) fiad it convenient to hold a session
betore the return of the Algoma wiit, what
would hon, geutlemen eay of the propesi.
tion they were advocaling now ¢ |

Mr. DEACON—Better amend the law,

Mr. MOWAT said there was no nscessity |
for amending the law, and at all eveuts |

Algoma should be there to have a voice In
the amendment, (Hear, hear,) Dut if the
Government were to take the courge he had
indicated, what a ficrce outery would there
be from hon. gentlemen opposite at their
proceeding without the representation of
Algomn. And the outery weuld ‘be n just
one, for if they wore capable of commitung
such an outrage they deserved to pass from
that side of the House to tue other,
What the hon, member had chicfly relied
upoun in support ot his view was the fact
that cettain former proclamations had been
issued from time to time which named
a day for the meeting of the Illouse

' writs for the latter constituencigs were
. returnable on a subsequent day, and the

boundaries which were now conceded to |

antecedent to the return of tl!n writ for
Algoma, and in order to give weight to that
view the bon, geuntleman regm'dut_l these
prmlmnnti-ms as solewn {!Elfltlmtlﬂnﬂ of
opinion and very important instrumnents in
themselves, while the fact was ‘l-hflt l.ht_w
wers mere formalitics—mecre fictions, 1n
fact. They professed to cail tho House to-
gether when there was no intention t_hu.t.
the House ghould meet at the time
named, The custom Was an old one,
and had Dbeen kept up, and when
tho proclamations had been brought to
him he signed them as a matter of course,

He had never had his attention called to
these proclamnations until the present year.

| course than to advise Iis Honour that such
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[t was to be observed, however, that none
of the proclamations upon which the argu.
ment of his hon, friend was founded
called Parliament together for the despatch
ot business,

Mr. MEREDITH—The first one does,

Mr. MOWAT said only in the sensec that |
if Parliament did meet they might transact
business, provided they were not prorogued,

The proclamation for the despatcih of busi-
ness was the only substantial one, and there
was not a single case of a proclamation for
the despatch of business antecedent to the
return of the Algoma or any other writ,
Since this matter came up he had some
investigations made of old proclamations,
and he found that the mistake had occurred
at an carly period. In 1872, when Sir John

‘Macdonald was Minister of Justice, all the

writs in the Dominion, except those of

(iaspe, Chicoutimi, and Saguenay, were re-

turnable on oue and the same day, and the

proclamation called Parliament together on
the last of these days, (Hear, hear.) The
error had at that time evidently been dis.
covered, 'I'he writs gencrally were return-
able on the 3rd of September, 1872, and
those for the three excepted constituencies
on the 12th of October. Again, when Mr,
Blake was Minister of Justice, all the writs
were returnable on the 21st of November,
1874, with the exception of the three

‘ho had named, as well as  British

Columbia and Manitoba, which were re.
turuable on the 12th March, 1874, and Par-
linment was not called till the latter date,
He had also evidently discovered the mis-
take which was made in previous procla-
matious, T.bey should remember that the
proclamations could not alter the law; if
the priuciple his hon, friend conteuded for
was not & fair one it could not be made
g0 by a proclamation, He quoted Maxwell
un the construction of statutes in support
ot this view, A case in point had occurred

in Lower Canada many years ago, and he
would read from the Journals of that time
to show what had been done, The writs
were all returnable on the 11th of April,
1820, except that for the county of Guspe,
which was returnable on Tuursday, the 1st
ot June following, Parliament came to-
gether in pursuance of the writs on the
13.h of April, betore the return day for
(raspe, and before the actual return of the
writ.- The House on meecting unanimously
passed the tollowing resolution i |
4

Resolved, That 1t is the opinion of this Committee +
that according to the proclamation of His Honour
the President and Administrator of the Government
of this Provinco,; bearing dale the ninih day of
February last, the repregentation of this FProviuce is
not as yot complete, inasmuch as the day tixed by
the 2aid prociamation as the return day of the writ
of clection for the county of Gaspe i3 not yet
arrived * ® ® + gand this House is incompetent,
and cannot proceed to the despatch of business,

Mr., BCOTI'—The Governor did not
accede to that view,

Mr.*MOWAT said that if he did not he
was wrong., ‘I'he representatives of the
people, at all events, reiused to proceed to
business until every part of the country had

' an opportunity ot seudiag a member to ar.

liament, and the matter stopped there until |
the death of the King, when the Parliawmeut
was prorogued,

Mr. MEREDITH—How could they meet
at all 1f their objection was good 1

Mr. MOWAT—Perhaps they ought not to
have met, but they might not have kuown
the facts of the case until they came to.
gether, He then read the following extiacts
from letters he had received from Mr. Todd

en the question ;—

On ono occasion, in Lownr Canada (between 1820
and 1850), Parliament was convened to assemble be-
fore the retarn day for the Gaspe eleotion writ bad
come, and the House of Assembly at once resolved
that they were in lete and incompetont to pro-
ceed to guniuaﬂ, and they rofused 1o sit accordingly.

'hey were then prorogued until they could be law-
fully and constitutionally assembled, and they were
clearly right in this contention.

He read from a second letter which Mr. Todd |

wrote subsequently, as follows i—
Novertheless, I am equally clear from oconstita-

' {ional precedent and ansalegy, a3 cited in my letter |

of the 19th inst., that when ail tho returas have not
been appoinied for the same day, the last day on
which any writ is returnable muet be considered as
the doterminate date of the uﬁ_mmt:um:mnnt of the
existonce of Parliament to legislute, Before that
date the body 18 not complete, and is not cowmpotent

toact.

This view being in accordance with that
he (Mr. Mowat) bad Lhimselt formed; he
did not feel at liberty to take any cther




