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' pudiating their own signatures, which they
| Ead aulugmly attached to a documont and
" submitted en messe to the Government ; and
he challenged hon, geutlewmen (0 find any-.
thing in the history of thia country or of
England to equal it, (Choers) It did no
credit to the sagacity, the asluleneds,
or the honour of the gentleman who had
just undertaken the task of lesdieg their
arsy.  Uas wonld not foliow the hon, mom.
er for Yelerboro through all the stale sub-
jects whics he had dragged into his specch,
but he desired to peoint cout that if there
~OVED Way 4 l;‘ﬁb‘l?kg mh_ﬂujﬂl,ﬂrﬂd .
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it had been adminislered by t*hp'lfﬁ‘n‘._ member |
for Bast 'T'oronto, who had descended from &
Chief Justiceship and a Lient .Governorship,
and bad been hailed as the new leader of |
the Opposition, but was only a private
member,

Mr. MORRIS said he found that the de.
bates in this House were somewhat personal,
which he regretted. At the first meeting

that he had attended in East Toronto, in
St, Lawrencc Hall, he had stated that he

was not a caundidate for the leadership, as it |

was & question to be settled by the members

of this House in Opposition, (Opposition |

cheers.)

3
Mr. HARDY said the hon, gentlemans

friends had stated that he was to be their
leador, © The same hon, gentleman had

condemned the action of the llouse with re.
gard to the indemnity, and by implication |
condemned his own friends, and particularly |
his predecessor, the former leader of the
Opposition, who had favoured it, (Hear,
hear,) Witk respect to the contention of
tbe hon. mewmber for Peterborough, that
the House would cease to exist on the 2nd
of February next, he argued that the House
was not properly constituted until all the
writs issued at the last general elections
were relurned, including that of Algoma,
The hon, member for Peterborough had
taken the ground that the House was com-
plete on the 2nd of I"ebruary; but the only
direct precedont they had was that of the
Parliament of Quebec, as far back as 1820, |
during the titue of Sir Peregrine Maitland. |
The Parliament was called together before |
the writ for Gaspe had been returned,
and the House, on that account,
refused to transact any business,

He contended that the writ tor Algoma not
being returned on the 2nd of I'ebruary,
1875, the Ilouse was not then complete,
and consequently the present House would
not be detunct four ycass from that date,
His hon, friend Lad also referred to the re-
~arrangement ot the constituencies, and
desiguated 1% as a great crime, 1The organ
of bis bon, friends opposite had advocated
legislative union, and hon, members in the
- House had proposed to abolish their own
constituencies when thev proposed to limit
the number of members, He challenged
hon. members opposite to go to the people |
upon that subject, It was the good old
Tory doctrine of restricting the rights of
the people. Headvised those hon. gentle-
mean who were going to weed out
constituencies to bogin at home and
abolish thewr own, He denied the
 statement that the coeople of Outario
- were the most governed in the world.
The State of New York had & House of
128 members, and a Senate of 32, making
a total representation of 160, with a pop-
ulation of 4,382,000, [Pennsyivania had a
House of 191 members, a Senate of 50,
and a total of 241, with a population of
3,000,000, Llissouri had a House of 143
members, and a Senate of 34, in all 177,
with a population of 1,721,000, almost the
same as that of Ontarie, Massachusetts
had a House of 240 mcabers, and a Seuate
of 41,with a population of 1,600,000,lessthan
that of Ontario, He instanced other States
whose representation was in a similar pro.
portion, aud said that the more democratic
of the States had the larger number of re-
presentatives. These statistics showed the
absurdity of the staterzent that Ontario was
the most governed country in the world,
He apprehended that if hon, gentlemen
opposite went before the country with the
cry of reduction in the number of members
they would be very glad to recant the pro-
mulgation of that opinion. (Hear, hear, )
Hon,.gentlemen opposite were going to dis.
tribute the surplus. He predicted that in
two years there would not be a remnant |
left of the policy which had been propoun.
ded by the late leader of the Opposition if
- his hon, friend from London continued in
the leadership. This cry for the distribu-
tion ot the surplus was eutirely contrary to
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the policy that had been promulgated by
gentlemen opposite for many years past.
The only goneral charge that had been
made against the Government was that the
annual expenditure had increased, It was
impossible that a new country could keep
its expenditure at a stationary fizure, What
had been the record of the Government of
Sir John Macdonald on that point?
In ninetcen years of administration the
increase had been about twenty millions
of dollars, or about a million dellars a year,
He asked hon, gentlemen fo put their
hand on onc improper increage aud it could
be attended to., He read a number of
stalistics of cities and counties to show
that their expenses had almost doubled in
gix years, and argued that expenses of civic,
county, and Provincial Government alike
must of necessity increase as the country
grows and develops. It was true th_a_{lov.
ernment could effect reductions—in the
adwinistration of justice, for Instance,
The expense of that had increased from
1871 to 1877 $07,000, while the number of
prisoncrs bad increased from 6,000 fto
13,000. It they were going to reduce this
expenditure, they must do it in one of two
ways : they must cease to prosccute offend-
ers or throw them upon the counties,
Would the people of this country submit to
that?  (Hear, hear,) The expense of
asylums and public institutions had in. |
- creased $255,000,and the number ot paticpts
had increased from 616 to 2,941, In°
education the increase in the expenditure
was $198,000, Would hon, gentlemen re.
duce these expenditures by throwing them
directly upon the people? While the Gov.
ernment were endeavouring to relieve the
local burdens of the people, hon, gentlemen
opposite desired to increase thosc burdens,
When they objected to any expenditure it
was their duty to show how they proposed
to reduce it, and then the House would be
prepared to discuss it in a reasonable and
intelligeut manner, (Hear, hear.) If bon,
gentlemen opposite cuded the session as
they hud begun it,it would end in the House
not knowing to what party they belonged
or what creed they belicved in, (Cheers,)
Mr, MEREDITH said every one would
acknowledge the ability of the Irovincial |
Secretary 1in debate, but that Lon. gentle- |
man had chosen to make a personal attack
upon him. He called upon any member of
tlie House to say whether during the seven
years be (Mr, Meredith) had occupied & seat
in this_House he had personally attacked
any member, (Oppositiou cheers,) He was
willing to lct his personal character stand
against that of the hon. member in the
country, or auoug the members of the
House. But he could expect no better
treatment from a party which had gained
- power in Oftawa by stealing private letters,
(Opposition cheers, and *On, oh,”) With
regard to the indemnity, he was prepared to
"accept bis tull responsibility for the in- |
grease, Dut who was it thal made a speech,
' whehn the doors were closed, in favour of the
. increase, but did not say a word when the
doors were open—who but the member for
South Brant? (Opposition cheers,)

Mr, HARDY—I did not speak oither in
secret or in open sesaton on the subject of
' the indemnity, I said no word one way or
“the other, and my hon, fricnd is entirely

Wroug.

My, MEREDITH—I appeal to hon, |
members who heard the hLon, geutleman
~make that statement, (Opposition cheets.)

Mr. HARDY—1 Lave to say that what
the bon, gentleman states is incorrect,
without foundation, untrue,

Mr, MEREDITH—I again assert —
Mr. HARDY--The hon, gentlemanu has

no right to assert; his statoment is not
true,

Mr. SPEAKER said an hon. member

should accept a' denial of another hon. !
member,

Mr. MEREDITH said according to
the rules of courtesy he would accept
it. Dut he would challenge the
hon, member for South Brant to
dcng_' that he made a motion to strike out
the indemnity altogether for the purposc of

making a little political capital,  (Opposi.
tion cheers,) P (Opposi

Mr. HARDY said e did move (o stri
out the item, ¢ move (o strike

Mr. MEREDITH said th
gentlemen were in carnest

at now, if hon,
in what they had
plain,

0 vote
The members of the |

talked to the country, they had &

obvious course to take, and that was
for this resolution, j 4




