fide debts of Andrew Mercer, Junior, the natural :
of the said Andrew Mercer, lmd that if such d‘.ellftl:
are not-found to amount to so much, the balancs of
the said five thousand dollars be paid to the said
t.&ndmw Murqer i that the purchase of tlLe lots in the

ownship of Etobicoke, containing one hundred agd
fifty acres, in respect of which the late Mr. Maxr
anture:l into a verbal agreement, which are men-
: oned in the said report, be completed aund conveyed

0 trustees for the benefit of Andrew Merccr, Junior,

and his family, with all usual trusls and conditions
:ﬂnthat behalf, and that a further sum of fifteen
- tusand dollars in stocks or securitios be transforred
rﬁlltul on Mke trusts, or that in liou of the said
| gl"lﬂ aundred and fifty acresthe said Andrew Mercer, -
inior, h:nre_thn option of a further sum of ten thou-
8and dollars in stocks or securities, being invested as

sfutill':::.id, making the whole amount thirty thousand

s The Commn.ittee further advise that out of the resi-

k ue of the said estate tho swn of ten thousand dol'ars
E’.lllpl‘ﬂpr‘uted towards tho erection of a Provincial

. £¥oand Ear Infirmary, in connection with the To-
rento Goneral Hospital, to be called “The Andrew
Mercer Eyo and Ear lofirmary,” and a furiler sum
of ninety thousand dollars to the erection of a Refor-
matory Iustitution to be called ** The Andrew Mercer
Untario Reformatory for Females,’ such iustitution
10 be maintained and managed in the same WAy us
the Reformatory at Penetanguishene, and to be for
the reception of females, irrespective of age.

The Committee further advise that this Order he

not acted upon unless approved by resolution of the
Legislative Assembly. .

Certified,
J. G. Scorr,
Ulerk Executive Council, Ontario, |
. 4th March, 1878. |

He said the amount of the estate was not
precisely known, as it consisted partly of
lands and of debts, but it was not less than
| $140,000. It was thought that it would be
-[ proper to make some allowance to the
natural son of the deceaced, and to apply
the principal part of the balance to perma-
nent public chgrities to be connected with
the name of the deceased. The late Mr.,
Mercer died in 1871, and those
who ‘rr%‘m best acquainted with him were
not aWare that he bhad any heirs
or next of kian, He had never beéh known
to gpeak of Lis rclations, and in his papers i
there was no reference to ahy. In &onse-
quénce the Government of My, John |
Sandfield Macdonald, at that time in power, |
took possession of his papers and ﬂﬂt&t&.’
Steps were taken {o have a Commission |
Issued to make the usual enquiries for heirs;
but the administration of the estate
fell tu.hu carried out by the present
Government. An Order in Council was
passed,under the authority of an Act pasged
by the Ontario Legislature several years ago
to give £1,000 to the son of the deceased on
moral grounds, until efiorts should be made
to find the real heirs. On that occasion the
young man filed a bill, in which he describ.
ed himself as the reputed son of the deceased
and expressly stated that his mother had not
been married to the late Andrew Merccr,
and that his friends were not aware that
there were any next of kin, Upon applica-
tion to the Court a decree was issued to find
if there was any next of kin. Advertise-
ments were inserted whereverit was thoughit
there was the least possibility offinding any
persons who might be heirs to the estate.
The result was Ithat several claimants
appeared ; the young man Mercer did not
then make any claim. About four years
after the death of his father,
| however, when he was about 24
years of age, it was pretended that an
unwitnessed will of the old gentleman was |
found in an old law book inhis library, and |
curiously enough there turned up simul- |
' taneously a register showing that a monthL
' pefore the birth of the boy Mr. Mercer had
been masried to hig mother.  Upon these
pretended discoveries the young man
founded, a claim, alleging that he was after
| all the heir of his father., 'T'here was a trial
| of the claim, and the Vice-Chancellor who
tried it declared that he had not the shadow
of a doubt that there was no marriage, that
the young man was not the legitimate son
of the deccased, and that both the will and
the pretended entry in the marriage register
were fabrications, He had the judgment
printed for the use of hon. members, There
were other claims, however, which were
made in the Master’s oilice, but he as well |
as the Vice-Chancellor had reported that |
. the deceased had died intestate, and |
| the Court pronounced a decree to thateflect, |
handing over the property to the Pro- |
vince. Ho: thought that everybody would
admit that the Court had come to a right
decision. Then the question arose as to |

whether the Government had come to a
proper decision as to the distribution of
~the property., No one, he thought,
~would say that it was otherwise |
than right to give the young man some por-
tion of the property had it not been for his
'own miscondact in being a party to the
attempl to impose on the !Court a false will
and registration. It appeared also that he
bad oveen summoned as a witness in the
case, but, though notified, he went out of '
the Court-room when he was to give His
evidence, and the Court had to go on without
it. ‘The young man had a moral claim
to a share of the estate, and the Government
had, on the whole, decided to ask the House !
to treat him in a humane and generous way
notwithstanding his misconduct. The At-
torney-General then explained the terms of
the resolution. With reterence to the
application of the balance of the estate over
the portion to be given to young |
Mercer, he said that for two years
past numerous petitions had been
rececived in the House asking for
an appropriation for the establishment of a
Provincial Eye and Ear Infirmary, and be
had no doubt the House would appreciate
an institution of that kind, for which $10,000
was proposed to be set apart. The building
would probably cost more than that, but
the trustees of the Toronto Hospital
were prepared to complete it with.
out any additional assistance. The
necessity of a Reformatory for fe-
'males lLad long been felt in the Province.
| From time to time during the past fow years
Grand Jutics had commented on theextreme |
_evils of the present system, and the Judges |
on the bench had entirely concurred in the
views expressed L, the Grand Jurieg, Ie
WAS SOrTy €0 SAy that in riost cases when a
fomale was committted to prisen, from her
associations there, she became worse in-
stcad of better, The Governmcent had
- been unable to thiunk of any clharity
to which they counld with greater ad-
| vautage to the community ask the Houso
I to consent to a portion of this estate being
'applied than the one Lie had just wentioned,
l It might be objected that under the lSscheats
Law no distribution of the propertycould be
made by the Government till after ten
years. A=z hLowever, the declaration had
been miade that there were no heirs, and as it
wus exlremely improbable that any would
. be found, no object could be served in long-
er gl_glg}'. If the House agreed to the reso-
lution he proposed t6 émbddy the substance
of itin an Act. Then it might be objected
that the amount proposed to be given to the
son was too little or too much, He wasa
young man of sober habits ; he had not been
able to add much to his means of Iving ; .
and it was thought tlmat, in order to
enable him to live in the same
degree of comfort that he was accustomed to
during his father’s hifetime, the House would
not be doing wrong in voting him $30,000.
In a Christian country like ours he pre-
s Sumed that the traditions of England, draw-
ing a strict line between legitimate and ille-
gitimate children, should be followed, If
the moral rights of illegitimate persons were
the same as those of legitimate, those |
vights ought to be made legal. In some
of the Western States a lax state of
morals prevailed, but in this country he
thought the good old English rule was the
one to adopt. On the whole, he believed
the House would admit that the Goveru-
ment desired to deal very liberally with
yvoung Mercer. :

Mr. CAMERON asked if the Attorney-
General had any information as to whether
or not the deceased had expressed a wish as
to how his property should be disposed of.

Mr, MOWAT said that he stated in his
report that the deceased had expressed at
one time his intention of leaving his estate
to the Government, and at another of pro-
viding for his boy, not caring what was
done with the rest.

[The balance of the above report is held
over for want of space.]
m
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