Mr. DEACON said that his experience
showed that magistrates were more prone to

convict than acquit under the License Act.
Mr. LAUDER recad a number of cases

from the license returns to show that the
number ot commitments for drunkenness
had largely increased under the Ouvtario
License Act, and he hoped the Provincial
Secretary would explain why the Act did

not effect the results that were expected.

Mr. ROSS did not think that the hon.
member for East Grey (Mr. Lauder) had
fairly compared the statistics which he had
presented. ‘The hon, gentleman had. failed
to give the House the benéfit of the re-
capitulation at the bottom, from which he |
quoted. That recapitulation showed that
there had been a direct decrease in the num-
ber of persong arrested and commitied on
the charge of drankenness,

Mr. MERRICK contendod that the hon,
member for Past Grey (Mr. Lauder) had
made a fair comparison.

Mr. COLE argued that there had been no
actual increase of drunkenness among
residents in the varioug localities referred to.
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 Mr. CREIGHTON faid that the charze
thata License Commissioner at Thunder Bay
was the reeve of a municipality had not been
answered, ‘The operation of the License
Law was defective as regards the regulation
of the sale of liquors for medicinal purposes. |
A re edy for this evil should have been pro-
posed by the Government, The Council of
the county of Grey had proposed a remedy
which might be objected to. It was that
no liquor should be sold by a druggist unless
upon the prescription of a physician, As |
| liquors were in many cases used for medi.
cinal purposes and were included in the listof
medicines by the medical traternity gener-
ally, this proposition might be looked
upon as preventing free trade ia drugs and
medicines. He thought that the druggist
might keep a book, in which every person
who purchased the liquor siould be cum-
pelled to enter his name, and state opposite
the use for which the liquor was purchased.
Tt also should be held as a punishable of-
| fence to make a false entry. Such a plan,
' he thought, would assist in the proper cu.
 forcement of the existing law.

Mr. DAWSON said that the Commis-
gioners at Thunder Pav were men of high
position, but last year they were foully
slandered., Mr. Marks was a very energetic
man, but ho (Mr. Dawson) did not thivk
that he was the chairman of the Board of
License Commissioners, The other two
gentlemen (Messrs, McIntyre and Angus
Wright) were all well known, and three
more Iuﬁpﬂflnblt' men for their pec uliar
duties could not have been found.

Mr. CRE[GHIPOH—IH Mr. Marks or not |
a Reeve of a municipality? (Cries ol
«Qrder | orderl”) |

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Simcoe) argued |
that the point was, whether Mr, Marks was |
engaged 1n the liquor Lraflic, |

Mr. DA“'SDN-—It Wﬂuld he iml‘l-ﬂﬁ!-‘ﬂilg to
find a general merchant in that district who |
ig not directly or indirectly engaged in the |
liquor truflic.  Mr, Marks was engaged in
the liquor traflic,but he is now a temperance
man.

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Simcoe), resuming,
caid that there were suflicient grounds evi-
dently tor the dissatisfaction which had
been expressed by the temperance people,
e did not know if the same gentlemen had
heen re-appointed in Toronto this year as
License Commissioners.

Mr. CROOKS—Yes.

Mr. MACDOUGALL, finding (hat to be
ihe case, regretted that the Govern.
ment:-should have done so. Tha Govern.
ment had aimed a blow at the dignity
and the influence of the bench, by taking a
~-ntleman who was sufliciently employed 1n
ihe discharge of Lis official duties and
placing him in the position of a Commis-

sioner to examine inlo the claims of those
who applied for tavern and shop licenses,
There was a very gencral feeling that the
appointment was injudicious and improper ;
and it was thought that there was surcly
some one in this large city as well qualified,
nay, far better qualitied than should render

';
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it necessary to take & learned judge from
the bench. He had hoped that the (overn-
ment would dave appointed some one
else ; and have relieved that gentleman
from the discharge of the oner-
ous and unsatisfactory duties wl_uuh
he now had to perform. It was nob right
that a judge should be brought into contact
in one capacity with those over whose
claims he might have to adjudicate when in
another position. He had expected that
after all the unfavourable comments ?x*lnuh
had been made, and the conduct O that
gentleman  when In a digtant  part
of the countrv, that he would
have been relieved from the further
discharge of those disagrecable dutics.
He was glad to have heard the Afttorney-
General say that a mnnicipal cuuuirullur
ought not to hold the position of a License
Commissioner. When the license Dill

was introduced it was said that the new |
powers woudd be used as a party wceapon, o

and he learned from observation that those
suspicions Lad been realized, The Govern.
ment bad issued a circular saying that mo
puliticai infiucnce would bias them in
making their appointments to carry out the
Bill ; but that principle had never been
practised, 'I'he powers conferred by the
Bill bad been used by the Goveinmenl
to help their political friends and
to advance  party  interesis, T'his
question, with the question of education
should have been kept fre¢ from the taint
of party politics. e had no faith or belief
in the beneficial results of the Dunkin Act,
and thought it had the opposite result of
that of advancing the interests of tempe.
rance ard morality; and now the people
were reversing the decisions they tormerly
gave,.

Mr. MOWAT said that it was very €asy
to make charges against the administration
of the law, #s had been done by the Lon.
member for South Simcoe (Mr.:Macdougall).
As the Dunkin Act had been fully discussed
elsewhere, he would not discuss it

. now, An attack had YDbeen made

upon the learned Vice-Chancellor, who was
patriotic enoughto have given hisservicesin
the administration of the license law, It was
argued that the position which he occupied
rendered it 1mproper that he should be a
License Commjssioner : hot he (Mr, Mowat)

 diftered from that opimion, ‘I'wo reasons

were given why the two positions should
not be held by one man. One was because
the office of License Commissioner did not
increase the dignity ot the Vice-Chancellor,
He (Mr. Mowat) thought the ofiice was dig-
nitied enough for any one to hold. The
other argument was that cases mighé come
before the Vice-Chancellor in which his duty
as a License Commissioner would interfere
with a fair discharge of his duties
in  the former position, There was
not a more painstaking man than Mr,
Blake, and not a more eflicient License Com.
missioncr from one end of the Province to

' the other, and there was not one more

—— e — — e

zealous in the discharge of his duties. The
License Board of this city was a far better
DBoard than it would be without the Vice-
Chancellor., (Checrs.) Another reason was
ziven why that appointment should not
have been made, and that was that the
whole of his time was engaged in the dis-
charge of his judicial functions ; but that
cgenticeman possessed a far greater capacity
than either the hon, member for South Sim.
coe or himself for the performance of judi-
cial duties, He (Mr., Mowat) was glad that
the Vice-Chancellor had been able to give
so0 much atltention to this matter, and
thought that he shouid rather have received
the praise of this House than an expression
of dissatisfaction. (Cheers.)

Mr. CAMERON was one of those who
thought the position of the hon. Vice-
Chancecllor was such as laid him open to
much criticism which it was not desirable
H!H-l}l'l be made upon an occupant of the
l:v'n{:h. He quoted from the report of the
ln:-:nn_ Inspector showing the number of
Il‘ﬂllll‘.lllllnt"l'ltﬂ for drunkenncss during the
Ing of the license law Ila:m l1 | (ullil -*:t-ld“ nllk:
there was a discre "I.n'- ' ].'-11; ' lﬁnl that
sl w'rslu l‘L} etween the two

as apparent that the latter re.
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