Mr. SCOTT said that it did not occur to
bim that any difficulty existed in having
the elections for municipal councillors and
school trustees held simultaneously. IHe
did not apprehiend any serious difficulty in
the propused change from open to secret
voting, which elsewhere had been found a

change for the bett:r, and which would no |

doubt work as well for the election of a
school trustee as for a municipal councillor.
He thought a property qualification was
8s necessary in voting lor a school trustee

as for ‘a municipal election. The

list of voters would not thereby be reduced
to any appreciable extent, and if it were that
the voting list were reduced, was there any
reason why the qualification for voting fora
municipal councillor should be higher than
for a school trustee? He hoped if the
measure submitted by the hon. member did
not meet the favour of the Government he

would be able during recess to frame ODe |

more m accord with their views,

Mr. MASSIE thought by the change a
greater interest would be excited in school
matters, which was desirable. School trus-
tees have a great deal of power 1n their
hands, and it was desirable that the best
possible men should be elected,

Mr. PAXTON, speaking from the experi-
ence of his county,thought no change desir-
able.  No fault was found with the law and |
mode of electing trustegs.

Mr. MILLER said it had been found in
his district desirable to elect township
school boards ; aud he trusted that the hon.
the Minister of Education would take into
consideration the propricty of having the
township school election taxe place on the
samne day. It was not pleasaut to be called
out so often for elections,

L

M LAUDER said that so far as he knew
the township board did not meet with |
favour. In cities, towns, and villages some
improvement was necessary in the clec-
tions for school trustees, In this city
the election of school trustees bas
been productive of very little chauge in the |
Perse anel of the Board, ‘L'he more interest
that people took in school maiters, the
better. If the ballot were good for muni-
cipal clections 1t was evood for school elec-
tions. He could see hittle hann from Lhaving |
the eleetions simultaneously and hethought
that 4 betier ¢lass of men would be elected
and more mmterest shown in school matters
by the people. He fancied there was a
way of goetting over the matter mentioned
by the Lon, the Minister of Public Works,

Mr. COLE said that in his section the
men who toock most interest in schools
tound scats as school trustees, Any change
would make school matters a bone of con-
tention, as were muh Liir:l.l maticis,

M. 11*[‘[4 thoneht that there was no
danger of politics being ixed up in £chool
matters. lle had been in the halit of nom.
inating & strong political iricnd  of |
hon. gentlemen opposite for  years
for the position of school trustee,
The el ction for Water Commi wioners in
Toronto had been carried out on the same
]1!:]?1 as that propos dl hj.' the 113”, and no
dificulty had becn found in its operation,
He thought there would be a saving of
money by the change. He was not in fa-
vour of disfranchisinz any voter, and he
would not like to sce the ladies deprived of
a voice in the election, though he thougld
a booth at a hotly coniested municipal
clection was hardly a desirable place for a
lady to appear. He would like to see some
provision made for school boards paying
their proper propottion of the expenses, and
also allowing municipalitics luiwur Lo
lessen the number of polling places af
municipal and echool elections, About 250
votes were polled at municipal elections at
each booth in the city of Toronte. At least
one-balf the expenses could be saved and
the work be done quite satisfactorily,

Mr. MEREDITH was opposed to the
Bill, believing that it wmlhl‘ lm\’:i the effect
of introducing political feeling into educa.
tional matters, which all partics [In tue
House agreed should be as far removed as
pnsﬁihhf from 1ru!itir:tﬁ'{-n.~:111 rations. School
boards as at present elected were com-
posed, as @& rule, of men of a
higher standard than mewbers of {?n}n:ttis,
1f people did not now feel suifizient 1n-

torest in the school boards they themselves

aucnces, and he thought
red the conseque nees, | o |
:EE; feeling ought to be left to 111{, 1m11ruv¢;¢i
with the general odncation of the people 1n
the use of the franchise,

Mr. BRODER thought there were no ptal.r;
ticular grievances cunuuctcd‘ ; with ‘1 .
schiool boards at present. 1f this Bill were
passed it would have the tz-ﬂ':': ot of mcr:,aﬁi-
ing the frequency of the changes of schoo

t rustees, which he thought was an evil to |

be cuarded against. : e ',
Mr. OSULLIVAN gaid that if this Billl |

lessened the expense of the election
of Public School trustees, the supporters ol
Separale Sohools would not be satisfied un-
less the same bencefit were extended to them.

Y +ht this Bill was a
Mr. McMAHON thought this Bil
step 1 the vight direction,and that the hon.

" F . " W " r
member for West Huron was deserving ufE

the thanks of the publie for introducing it.

He ghould have preferred. however,to have

goon it introduced by the Ministex of Kduca- |

tion.

Mir. BARR. while opposing the pill in
its gencral scope, believed the ballot should
be extended to clecticns of school trustees.

Mr. FINLAYSON had no dread of politics
interfering with the election of school
trustees in the cvent of the change pro-
posed. At present there was at times Giili-
culty in getting a proposer and a seconder ;
since the introduction of the ballot an elec-
tion day was like a Sunday.

Mr. BAXTER thought that by the change
tpotter men would be got and expense

aved,

ELM:. MOSTYN thought politics wmﬂd_ 'bn
introduced, and that there was & ]mﬂﬁElnl_Ilty
¢hat. in the event of the elections
heing held simultaneously and one man be-
ine a candidate for both oflices, the electors
micht split their votes, and Iimn*?!i_flnt can-
didate was a good one tox both positions he
might get neither,

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Simcoe) did not
apprebend any introductivon of politics and

thought that the change would have the ef-

foct of making men think more o

the issnes before them. Kvery ehorl
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chinery of the country. Alter mai g

some remarks upon the machinery ol

counties and townships, he went on Lo say

that he saw no nced of the separate elec-

tion and the larze expenses, which had much

better be expended in education proper.
The Bill was a move in the direction of

true reform.,

Mr. GILSON said thatthe greaterproportion
of school ¢lectors are men who have to work,
and can spare the time to vote on tho first
Monday of the year, gencrally a holiday,
while they could not at any other tume.

Ille was in favour of the change.

Mr. CODE said that, as a rle, echool

trustees were superior to municipal coun-
cillors, He vould be sorry 1o See
with muni-
cipal matters, He had not heard
of anyone complaining of the mode
though he
thought they had too much power in their
hands. He hoped the Government would

school matters mixed up
of election of trustees,

not allow the Bill to pass,

Mr. LYON thought that by the present
system tney got the best men, It was his

experience that great intercst was taken in
the elections for school trustees,than which
he _hud scen none more interesting, e
believed it was wrong to disfranchise any

one who paid the school tax,

Mr. ROSS said that the qualification
clause was inserted for convenience, but the
number of votes that would be excluded
was hardly worthy off consideration. The
amount of mcney controlled by the school
board was almost as larce as that bv the

Municipal Act, and so he thought the quali-

fication as desirable in the one case as the
ptlwr. There was little or no interesttaken
in s{:lmﬂl_elcctiﬂns by ladies in his section
Ht__a continued by replying to ole::ciiun;.
raised by hon. mewmbers, and concluded by
- hoping that the vote would be taken upon
the question irrespective of politics, merely

to atfirm whether or not this wLre amove in

the right direction,

slon.,

The Bill was declared lost without a divi-




