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 same 1ncreased rates had continued —be was
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Housc, | 'I
"M, LAUDERWhed Was" Ui " gile"
public? "~ - At T i g

‘Mr. FRASER said he was reading from
the Sessional Orders of 1877.

- Mr, LAUDER said the order must have
' been brought down last session, and been
published during the recess,

Mr. MACDOUGALL—Does the hon,
' gentleman say that order in Council was
. laid before the House ?

Mr. FRASER said it was nol formally
laid before the House, but in the discus-
sions that took place in the House it was
perfectly we!l understood that the order in
Council was pasacd,

Mr. FRASFLR-<Everybody Lknows that. |

Mr. ODONOGHUE thought the hon.
member for North Grey was more anxious
{for pohitical capital in this matter, and the |
hon Commissioner of Public Works for the
defence of the Government than for the
public interest, (Laughter and cheers,) lHe |
alleged that the public printing of this Pro- |
viunce could be done at least one-thivdcheap-
er by other {firmis in the city than by Messrs,
Hunter, llose, & Co. If the increased am.
ount had been given to the labourers who
worked furLlI:Ht irm} there might be gome
justification of it, but, instead of doing that,
| tirey dismissed the men, and put the girls
in their places, paying them a smaller rate
and pulting the increased amount of the con- |
tract in their own nockets. He had no desire |
to mjure Messvs, Hunter, Rose, & Co,, but
he thought the Gevernment had no right to
alter their contract with that firm. (Op-
position cheers.) The matter might have
been left over till the Printing Committee
nad reported, but the House would probably
have occasion to heav more ol 1t before the
close of the session.

Mr. FRASER read a statement wmade by
Mr. Harkney, of Ottawa, under an enquiry
divected by the Government, in jnstilication
of thre increase which had been made,

Mr, SCOTT objected to the imputations of
political motives which had becn made
agalnst the hon* member for North Grey.,
e contended that the House understood
the increase in the printing made in 1874,
on the recommendation of the Printing Com-
mittee, to bo merely a temporary expedient
to relicve the Government of the great mass
of work which had accumulated, Dut the

not aware whether they had been paid.

Mr, FRASER said Messrs, Hunter, Rose &
Co. still claimed the same rates, but they
had not been paid during the past two
YCars,

Mr, SCOTT said there wasno reason, why
(e increased prices shonld have been paid
inthe vear 1875, 1he Government had no
right to enter ito this contract or any other
coalract for public work without the
knowledge of the publie or consent of the
Hounse, and without asking the louse to
ratify what they had done., By so doing,
and neglecting to make this contract o sub-
jeet of tender, they had done injustice to
other printing firmes, and enabled Messrs,
Hunter, Rose, & Co. to pocket their addi.
tionad profits and to build palatial residences
in the city. This was bardly in accordance
with the velorm  principles  protessed
for so many years by hon, gentlemen oppo-
site, They had really, without the consent
of Parliament, entered into a new contract
with Messrs, Hunter, Rose, & Co, by which
these gentlemen were able to make a large
amount of money,

Me, FRASERJvead from the minutes of |
the I'ublic Accounts Committe tor January |
- 17Lh, 1877, to show that the 1tems under the
head of printing were adopted without
remonstraace or objection, although the
member for Kast Grey (Mr, Lander) and
several other members of the Opposition |
were present,  (Cheers,)

Mr., LAUDER—That report was only pre-
sented on the last day of last session.

My, SCOTT sad it did not touch his ar-
gument ; for the minutes of the Committee
related to the year 1874, while he was speak-

ing of the yecar 1875,

-

!' Mr. FRASER—I may say that I have
J Just learned that no increases were paid for
the printing of the year 1875, and I make
that correction at once, so that the hon.
genﬂuumn may shape his argwments ac-
cordingly. (Cheers and laughter,) .

Mr. SCOTT was very glad to hear the
statement, but the hon. Commissioner of
I'ublic Works had consumed considerable
time in trying to convince the House that
It was not wrong to pay this moncy in 1875,
(Opposition cheers.) Now, at the end of

' the discussion, he had corrected what he

had been saying. In reply to Mr., Lauder,

Mr. FRASER  repeated his last
statement, and =said the extra claims
of Messrs, Hunter, Rose, & Co. were still
mude by the firm and still disputed by the

(tovernment,

Mr. LAUDER obscrved that the last
statement of Mr., Notman, Queen’s Printer
to the Public Accounts Committee last year
was, that he had repeatedly brought the
matter under the notice of the Government,
and had not yet received final instructions
as to the payment of the Dbalance claimed
by Messrs. Hunter, Rose, & Co. He
thought the head of the Public Works De- |
partment should take the respoasibility of |
settling these claims speedily,

Mr. CLARKE (Wellington) showed that
Mr, Lauder was present at the Public Ac-
counts Committee, both when the printing
accounts were passed and when the minutes
of the mecting at which they were passed

were confirmed, but had made no oljection
on either occasion, As Chairman of the
Printing Committee he (Mr. Ciarke)
had been empowered to imake what
arrangements he could for the accu-
mulated work of 1873, He went to Hunter,
Rose, & Co.s, and to othier printing firms,
and found that while the former ollered to
do the work at forty cents per thousand ems,

none of the latter would do it for less thau
filty cents, (ilvnr, hear.) Under the cir-
cumstances, the work was distributed among
several printing offices, the House agreeing
that the price paid to IIunter, Rose, & Co.
should be forty cents per thousand ems, The
circumstances necessitating the increased
payment coptinued for the following year
and some time longer, and the printers’
strike extended to Otlawa, and in  fact all
over the Dominion, Messrs, Huunter
Rose & Co, were willing to  pay
the forfeiture of $2.000 required by
their  contract, rather than continue
to do the work at 28 cents a thousand, and
had the Government birokenoll the contract,
they woula have had to pay to other firms
a considerably larger amount than Hunter,
vse, & Co, asked, e, therefore, thought
that what was done was a simnle act of
justice and cconomy on the part of the
Government, and that their action would
receive the approbation of the House,

Mr. MACDOUGALT (Simcoe) was glad
to hear the voice of his old friend, the mem-
per for Wellington (Mr, Clarke), at whose
remarks, however, he was surprised, con-
sidering his devotion to Reforma principles
in his youag days, for that hon. gentleman
was defending the improper action of the
Government in this matter—a breach of
well-known Reform  priuciples, e (Mr.
Macdougall) refused to be held responsible
for the decisions of the Public Accouuts
Committee, so long as that Committee was
controlled by the Government, He contended
that the Government had no right to pay
these prices, for they were obtained on fu.}:«'u
pretences by Messr#, Hunter, Rose, & Co.,
who alleged that the strike lwcelsmtatud the
payvment of higher wages, while the fact
was that they had substituted apprentices
and girls for those who had gone out on
strike. The whole tenor ofethe hon, the
Commissioner of Public Works' argument
| was to show that these increased prices
were reasonable, while the hon. gentleman
for Ottawa—himseclt a priuter-—-lmd stutcd‘
that the work could be done at a cost ol
one-third less, He observed thata resolu-
tion passed by the Reform Convention
| afiirmed that Parliamentary authority over
({he public expehditure had been wmim'uti::d
by the Reform (.iuvﬂl_'mnent in Ontario.
Had it? he ﬂﬁli{‘d.. Did 'lh'ﬂ trm}‘mmll:.m
they were discussing exhibit the Govel ;J
ment in the light of Reformers who h




