0 the regulations laid down by
the  Department would see that what
he contended  for Wiis 1'..-r'u;.-'uiz=:d 1
themy, thongh perhiaps not in  their [irace
tical enforcement. There was no nece: sity
(o1 o hievs having to come up to so hi"jll il
standard in order to teach the branchies laid
Lown T Ll |’~Hlil;1li:bun. tfe wont on to
reter (o the regulation in respect to the em.
erlr_‘. ment of an additional teacher when there
were more than ity punils, aud said the
feeling in the conutry was that in such CUBeS,
it the trust: s aud teachors wol'e :i;._.;l't‘ﬁ.il}lt‘l
& monitor  selected  from  the pupils
would be sulticient, o contended
that it was alowd that all {hildien,
irrespective of their natural abtlities *health,
and other conside.ations, should be requiced
to devole the samie number of hours after
school to 1}, Ir lessons, [L“-lhl 1‘14:'1.:!':‘.)

Mr, CROOKS said that a very consider-
»ble moditication had been made recently in
cegurd to some of the poiats reterred to by
the hon. gentleman, For cxample, in those
with regard to the sithjects and the hours of
study, &e., a good deal of discretion was now
allowed on the part of teachers and trustees.
e Lkad found that a nud and liteval en.
1oicement of all the regulations of the old
Councll of Public Instruction had taken
place, when it was not intended that they
suould be more than a waximum standard,
and that a m i i‘]-. al of discpetion shouild be
allowed., A5 Lo ;.',;:l.i[h:[ further informafion
on those subjects ki might perhaps find it
necessary to make further modifications.

Me, DEROCHE said that there Was no
doubt a great deal of dissatisfa Jon with the
cast-lron characterof some of th o regulations,
nnd there was much truth 1 sOIme ol
thie observations of the hLon. mewber for
South Huron . Many luspectors werein the
habit of enforcing these 1 gulations rigidly
upon rural sections, when they were in.
tended (o apply ouly to towns and Cities,
te instanced the 1 viations Prescribing
the branches of Study and the employment
of additivnal teachers when the schivol at.
tendance reached a certain number., He
was pleased that ihe Ministor hiad to-night
expressed his intention ol medilving soine
ol these :r;:ui.-.linna'_

Mr. GIBSON said Le was not aisposed to
find fault with the Minister of Education,
as that gentleman bad only recently taken
charge of the Department, and had had,
no doubt, to contend with all its traditions,
however inapnlicab'e they miglt be to the
present state of things., A very large sum
was spent annually for purposes of educa-
tion, and (he question was, Were the people
seiling value for their mwoney? He did
Hot think they were, If our system
Was 50 perfect as some contend d, why was
it that the cost ot the eriminal administra-
tion of justice was advancing year by year ?
That, however, was a Gquestion which could
not be ofte of mere lemporary regulation,
He thought that perlaps it was now too

casy for a child to acqnire a good education,
for ke did not think that it would do a
child any harm to coantend with ob- |
stacles, even on the lower Steps  of
the ladder of education,, The tend.
ency of ¢ur present system  was  to
drive {00 many young men into pro-
fessional and mercantile pursuits, which,
withont any disparagement {o them, were
non-productive classes, He believed that
the late distress and depression was lﬂl'ﬂ;cl_\'
owing to this fact, (Hear, hear.) While it

was tae duly of the State to give 1'..’:":"{1'1'}'|l

child a good cducation, he did not knmrT

that 1L was its duty to render the acquire.
meut of that education too easy. In
the  present state of  aflairs it was @
rerions  question  who  were to be the
Wen wiho should till the soil and  buiid our
ratdway < after immigration had ceased. He

thoueht the Minister, instead of taking his |

mspiration cutirely  from Inspectors and
Teachers' Assoc lations, should consult more

frequently the County L‘uuuril.ﬂ, who were |

the real representatives of the popular senti.
ments,  ile noticed that the meetings of
tie teachors almost invariably wonnd up
With an  attempt to increase their sal-
arics,  but  he thought considering
their Lours of labour that the
Present  salaries  were very fair, The

Preseni standacd of education was altogether
oo hi;.;h, and it scemed to have been raised I

the expense of the morals of the teachers
»Judge by the recent examination pn;mxf
frauds, Though there was not now go much
reason tor complaint in regurd to change g
in schoo) books, yet the changes were stil)
tuther frequent, (Cheers, )

Mr. SINCLAIR said there had been a good
deal of trouble in getting the Inspectors ap-
poinied by {he (3{:1111;:1!5::111¢1 these gontlemen
were now under the control of Councils,
Why, then, didn't the people reach the difii-
culty through their municipal representa.
tives, instead of constautly complaining to
the Minister,

Nr. DEROCHE said the County Connejls
had nothing to do with framing the regula.
Lions,

Mr. SINCLAIR said e Lad alwavs found
that the Minister was anxions to relax the
regulations so as to give tie people as mnel,
cControl i il:}i'."-iilll'_'. ”4‘ ]}*;f:’ HO £reat Ur'-jr-f?-
tion to Inspeclors tuking a Part i politics
but he thourht an Inspector should be al-
lowed (o disparage the Departmental resne-
lxtiong, or Lis superior officer. tho Minister
of Fducation, He did not think that cithep
Lelormers or Conservatives wonld Eympa.
thize with any atiemipls of that kind, He
believed the standard for weachers was none
too high, and was lad that the sainries
were now I.'I.I'I.'"l‘ t'I.'iTFZ;IE toindae eod men Lo
enter the profession. "The tendency of too
many yvoung men to enter professional
Oor  mercantile pursuils was one they
could not attempt to connteract in any arbi-
trary manner, but was one which in time
would work its own cure, (H ar, hear, and
clieers.)

Mr. GRAHAM said he belie ved the Min
tster of Lducation was doing all he conld to
perfect our now uncgualled system of educg-
tion, but he was perlicps not fully aware of
what the real sentiments of (e country
were, e advocuted the appointment ol a
LCommitlee Lo revise our s ool laws,

Mr. LANL thought there were too many
studics presceribed for the hlfht”..*[:i, and that
the standard of  edncation required of
tecachers was  gomewhat too high for the
necessities of the schools, Some of the In-
spectors, too, enforced the r gulations in
altogether too arbitrary a manner, and he
thought that perbaps the regulations theme-
sclves should be rendered more elastic, He
contended that it was w rong tor teachers to
compel pupils to spend so much time in |
study after school hours, when they had
much better be engaged in physical ¢xer-
cise,

Mr., BOULTER said that when It beeame
known threnghont the country that the Ip.
spectors had as wuch discretion as they had
in the _r'u'rlri:-h' ot their prowers, the school
law would work more satislactorily than
now, |

Mr: 'RESTON said that in his experience
the scheol law was workine well, and  he
Knew of no instance in which the luspector |
eXercised his powers too arbitrarily, Some
tattll was fuuuii, hlr'ﬂ'{'t‘l'l‘: because tlltr}' did
not spend more time in the schools and
deliver addresses more frequently, He did
nol think that the standard of (qualification
of teachiers was also too high,

Mr. RTCHARDSON said the standard of
(ualitication for third-class certificates Was
oo severe,  Ie read some extracts from an
address by Prof, Dupuis, of Queen’s (ol-
lege, Kingston, in corroboration of his own
views. It would be well, he thouglht, to
veinx a little in this r spect,  There was a
decided  nmprovement in the school system
of late years, but it was a matter for grave
consideration whether we did not confine
the children too long m the schools,

Mr. LYON said a great deal of dissatis-
faction whica formerly existed in Lis county
had been removed, The programme of
lessous had  been changed, and a portion
made optional —an arrangement which gave
freat  satistaction, With regard to the
butlding of Echool-rooms, it was quite
evident  that  sufficient accommoda-
tion  glhould Dbe provided for the
childten in  each section, It was
necessary that some person should have con-
trol over this question, and be able to say
what Kind and how largs the buildings
should be.  He was sorry to hear the opin-
ion expressed that for the purposes of agri-
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