Third Parliament—Third Session.
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,
Tuvrepay, Jan. 31.

The Speaker took the clair at 3 o’clock.

Piayers were read by the Rev, Br.
Bl‘igg’u,

PETITIONS.

The following petitions wers present.
ed :—

Mr. Creighton—Of Josepl Brown et al., of
Hollund, praying for o ccudments to the

Municipal Act regpecting the grouping,

Clanuses,

|

i
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Mr. Bell—Of Robert Leslie et al., of To-

ronto, praving that cxcptions frem taxa- |

tion may be wbolished.

Mr. Macdongall (Middlcgex)—Of T, G. 8.
Nevili et «/, ot Ailsa Cruigy also the Village
Council of Ailsa Crulg, praying that xemp-
tions from taxation maay be abolished,

Mr. Gr.ont--0f John Carvell et ¢l,, praying
that excmptions from taxation wmay be
abolished,

REPORTS UY COMAIITTEES,

Mr. Frarer presented the third report
of the Comumitice on Private Bills,

AMr. Clarke (Wellington) presented the
second report of the Commitiee on Print-
ing.

Mr. Purdee presenied the gecond report of
tue Counuitteo on Raiiways,

PILLS INTRODUCED.

The tollowing Bills were introduced and
read the first thne ;—

By My, Mowat—DBill respecting e Mari.
Ltime Court of Ontario,

3y Mr. Monk—DBill to amend the Jurors
Act,

EXTRAMURAL LABOUR.

Mr. MOWA'T moved the second reading

of the Bill to provide for ewmploying
prisoucrs without the walls of common
gaols, He said the Bill corresponded sub-
stantially with the Dominion Act, the dif-
fcrence of course being that the latter affect.
ed persons sentenced to hard labour under
Dominion lawg, and the former, persons
sentenced to hard labour under I'rovincial
and municipal laws. The class who would
bo affected by this Bill were by far the
largest cleass of those who were gentenced to
bard labour, One estimate showed that the
number was eleven tnues as great, while
by another estimate five-sixihs would be
affected by this Bi!l to one-:zixth by the
Dominion Act. This showed the iwmpor-
tance of extending the provision to "our
local laws. At prescut prisoucrs sen-
tenced to hard labour were practically, as a
rule, not subjected to lLard labour, beeause
it was found impracticable to employ such
rl‘iﬂﬂﬂtl‘ﬂ at hard labour mnside the geol
imits, Grand Juries at Toromto had fre-
quently asied for provisions such as were
contained in the Dill; and .the munieipal
bodies had also made representations on the
subject to the Government and the Legisla-
ture. When such prisoners were not
80 employed, they not only became worse
criminals than before, but they had oppor-
tunities of doing harm to their fellow-
prisoners who might be less bad than thems-
selves, The city authorities hiad been very
urgent on the subject, and he believed it
was largely in consequence of their repre-
gentations that the Dominion Act had been
passed. The present Bill was simply irtended
to enable the u.utlmrities;tn emply outside of
the gaol limits prisoners who were sentenced
to bard labour when that course was deemed
expedisnt,

Mr. MEREDITH remarked that the Gov.
ernor in Council could not always indicate
the specific work at which persons might
be employed, and that Lesides some classes
of work could not be continued all the year
round.  Another question to be considered
was in  what proportion should the
benefit  of such labour be divided
:::::;t: ‘cr{;unt:us and cities, or between

nd towns, as the case might be.
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