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Mr. BARR hoped that efforis would be
made to obtain the statistics, which would
prove of so much value in connection with
the college. He thought the institution
should be devoted exclusively to the pur-
poses for which it wag established, and that
only those who intended to follow up the
pursuit of agriculture should be allowed to
avall themselves of its advantages, With
this object in view, he suggested that stu-
dents on entering should be requived to de-
clare their intention to devote themselyes to
agriculture on lcaviug,

Mr. MACDOUGALIL (Simcoe) thought
this was a good opportunity for considering
the progress made by the Agricultural Col.
lege. Whatever difliculties occurred in the
early stages of the institution, he still held
to the opwion that it was undesirable to

give up until they bad a Letter opportunity L

of judging from actual experiments what the
results would be. He trusted when the hon.
Zentleman brought down his statement the
House would be in a position to consider
whetli r it was expedieut to continue an ex-

periment wupon the large scale to
which this was growing. For hilllﬁ(‘.“,q
he had not Dbeen able to sce why

the farmers and tax-payers at large should
be called upon to bear a large ex penditure

. . . . ]
In order to give a superior education to a

fow farmers’ sons picked from here and there
in the Province, ~ It was absurd to suppose
that any large number of the sons of agri-
culturists coald avail therselves of the ad-
vaniages of this school, and, therefore, un.
less those who were educated there signally
distinguished themselves as pioneers in the
art and science of agriculture, he believed
that the bhon. gentleman would find
that public opinion would not sus.
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' tain the House in granting $20,000 annually
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 be a good idea for the

to maintain an institution of this kind at
one point of the P'rovince. IHe was glad to
hear that a larger number of farmers’ sons
were entering as pupils, and that a large
proportion took up the business of agricul-
ture after icaving the College; but he
thought the hon, Attorney-General was too
prompt in repudiating the sugzestion wade
by hLis hon. friend (Mr. Creighton) that any
benefit could be derived from suggestions
made from the Opposition side of the
House. The Government of course were
responsible for the expenture of public
money, and were entitled to credit for any
good measure placed on the statute book ;
at the same time, as a member of the Op-
position, he claimed credit for any BuZgesg
tions made and resolutions proposed by them
in the course of discussions in the House.
(Opposition cheers.)

Mr, FERRIS said that tf the IHouse had
followed the advice of the members of the
Opposition, there would not be one student
belonging to the farming community in that
institution,

Mr. LAUDYAR<The Government took the
cue from the Opposition,

Mr. FERRIS said that if that wera the
case the farmers of the country had not fol-
lowed the advice of hon. gentlemen of the

Opposition who had pronounced the college |

a fatlure, and had attempted to turn the
whole alfair into ridicule, instead of meeting
it by fair argument, Before many years, he
ventured to say, this institution would betl e
most ‘opulur indhe Provinee, (Hear, hear.) It
was destined toproduce therichestresults to
the community for whick it was intended.
It was a long time since the hon. member
for South Simcoe (Mr. Macdongall) left the
larm—and he was never a very good farmer
(hear, hear, and laoghter)—and he (Mr,
Ferris) believed that the hon, gentleman
did not find even writing for the benefit of
the farming community much of a success.
He (Mr. Ferris) had taken some pains to
enquire iuto the working of the farm, and
he found il to be eminently satisfactory,
It was supplied with that kind of stock
which was the most beneficial for its pur-
poses—that which was used on or-
divary farms., He thought it would
Mlnister to
circulares should
agricultural socictics

give 1nstructions that
be sent to

| offering to supply fariners with such stock
' as the farm produced and which was for
' disrosal. In that way, and others, the in-
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Cment .,
views of the hon, gentieman opposite had

' stitution could be made of immense g
He thought it was not

vantage to farmers,

due to the farming interests of the country

that it should be called an experiment. fo
he believed the intention ’

E

was that it

should be a permanent institution of (e

country,

Mrs FRASER supposed almost every

gentleman in the House would admit that

' ut the present stage of the session, the dis- !

' cussion of this matter was rather premature,
the detailed report of last year’s operationg

« not being yet before the House,

The prin.

cipal interest in the discussion was due to
the fact that there was not mtuch else to dise
- cuss. That, howevor, was certainly no excnse

for hon, gentlemen of the Opposition in |

| making assertions that were not borne out
by the facts, and it was still Jess excuse

dougall) that the College was an experiment
But the hon. gentleman had goue further

of the Opposition,

he wished to draw al
which he should not

therefore of

and condemned the Governmeit for not ac.
cepting some suggestions made by members
In condemning the
majority of the members of the House for |
voting down the motions made last 8ession
with réference to the Agricultural Uullf_-;:u,
the hon. gentleman, from his own parlia-
mentary cxperience, should have known that

inference
draw, The
sole object of those resolutions was to em-
barrass the Government, and they were
necessity voted down (Lear,
hear), whercas the hon. member for South
Stecoe wished the House and the country
to infer that some innocent motions were
voied down  purely on their merits, The

for them in attempting to set aside the
fruits of their owa past actions, There was
perhaps, no objection to the remark of the
hon. member for South Simcoe (Mr. Mac.

farmers of this country had very little to

| thank the members of the Upposition for in

(Hear, hear) From the time
» the present Government took charge of this

this matter.

institution, they had nothing from hon,

gentlemen opposite but their indifference or

opposition. Last session they were prepaved

Lo say tiiat the institution was a failure, and
that the Government should not attempt to

extendits operations. Now, however, the hion,
member for South Simcos, wishing to curry
lavour with the farming community, took a
slightly different ground, The speaker then
read a moticn proposed by a member of the
Opposition at the last scssion to reduce the
uppropriatien for the Agricultural ol
lege from  $£25000 to 910,000, and re.
marked that had that motion been carried
the accommodation of the institution would
have becn so limited that it would have be-
come a {uilure of necessity, That was exactly
what the Opposition wished. They desired
that the ficld of the College should be so
narowed that the efforts of the Government
to make it a success would be desiroyed,
LThat being the inevitable tendency of the
motion, it was properly voted down. He read

other motious put forward by the Opposition |

showing that they were framed with the

evident purpose of having them voted down, |

and of afterwards using them as a handle
aainst the Government,
the students, it was not so much matter that
they should be sons of farmers op merchants
as that their intention should be to ID“IZH}"
the business of farming, The Opposition
were entitled to ne credit in this matter bhe-
yond that of borrowing the suggestions of
the Commission. They wanted the field
of sclection limited, so that County Councils

should each nominate a student, while che |

Government extended the limit by allowing
Township Councils to propose students.

Mr. MEREDITH—When did that Com-

mission report ? ﬂ

Mr, FRASER was not sure when,” but it
was long before the last session of the House,
and he thought bofore the present Parlia-

.-_‘__

He went on to point out that if the

been carried out, the accommodation of the
college would not now be sufficient for the
demands made upon it. The Government
and its supporters had been the generous
friends of the farming community in this
country (Hear, hear, and langhter from the
Opposition), _
had voted to cut off the expenditure for

The hon. gentleman opposite |

this institution,

With regard to |
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