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¥ presented the revort ot the
¢r appcinted to enquire into
ating to the Central Committee
the evidence taken before the

THE AGRICULTULRAL COLLEGE, -
Mr. TOOLEY moved for “a return of all

:tUdt}IItH attending the Agricultural College
rom the commencement of the institution
to the present time. Such return to give

the numes of the students in full, together

}rith the residence of their parcnts or guard- |

1ans, and their profession, trade or occu-
pation ; also to show the present place of

residence and occupation of all such stu- |

dents as shall have lett the College ; also
the length of time each student has re-
mained in the institution.” Ile did not
wish to be understood as attacking the
management of the institution; but
many people throughout the country were
of opinion that it was not carrying
out the objects for which it had been es-

«Ablished,  He believed that if a vote of the
electors were taken, & majority of them
would declare In favour of abolishing the
institution. The object of his motion was
to ascertain if a majority of the students
who attended the College were devoting
themselves to agricultural pursuits or not ;
ior the opinion prevailed that many of them
did not afterwards foliow farming. He had
been surprised on his visit to the lustitution
last winter, in company of other members,to
notice that the stock was not at all of the
kind that should be expected on what was
termed a Model Farm,  le found a!so that
the amount realized from the sale of surplus
stock had come far short of w.iat had been
expected, though a large amount of money
had been expended in its purchase, Judg-
ing from the questions which were given to
the students, there was a great necessity for
teaching of a more practical kind than that
which was now in vogue in the College.
lle found one question to be ¢ Give
the zcological classification of the
sloth, whale, bear, ox, rat, baboon/”
and a number of other aniuials, winding up
with “man”; and he was surprised to sec
that “man” was tho last on tho list,
+ (Laughter.) .

An HON, MEMDBER.—The first shall be |
last, (l.aughter,) |

* TOOLEY contended that the object

of . institution was to give practical
training to farmers’ sons’ In the improved

i 1 . |
methods ol u_-_-'ru.'ulmrr.. He trusted |

when the rewrn was brought down
it would show a state of allairs
that vould Dbe salistactory to the
country. 1fit showed that the institution
was fiulfilling its original object, he was
quite sure that the country would not orudye
the expense of its  establishment and
maintenance; but it the larin was not man-
aged in the interests ol the agricultural con-
munity, gencral dissatisfaction would be the
result.

Mr. WOOD said that judgzing by the re.
marks made by the hon, gentleman he ex.
pected that the return would show that the
Model Farm was not {ulfilling its object, but
he could assure him that when the return
was brougzht down he would find that a very
Jarge proporiion of those who had been stu-
dents in the institution were following agri- |
cultural pursuits, (lear, hear,) bo far
from the Collegdt being unpopular in the
country, he was sure that it never stood
so high in the popular estimation
as to-day. (IHear,hear.) Tuey had had a wing
added to it, by which additional accommo-
dation to the extent of 45 pupils had been
afforded ; so that while they had only some
40 pupils last ycar, it was now occupied to
its greatest capacity. It was now patronized
Ly farmers’ sons from every section of the
country. With regard to the sale of stock,
the hon. gentleman knew that the expecta-
tions of stock-breeders throughout the entire
Province had not been realized last year by
from 25 to 30 per cent, au icast, As to the
quality of the stock, he regretted that t.'lf“
hon. gentleman who was a representative
of the yecomaniy of the country, should have
tound it necessary at this late day to ..hnd
fault with the stock of the farm. -“ l}{tll
hon. members paid a visit to the Farm l:lﬂé
winter—though no special preparations ha

been made for their visit—they came back
and had not a word to say in the way of
complaint. (Hear, hear.) The opinion not
only of leading Canadian stock-raisers, but
of promincnt breeders from the other side of
the line, had been highly in favour of the
stock kept on the farm. He would
gladly enter upon a further discus-
sion of the whole subject, but
for the fact that the Report of the College
for the year 1877 would be down in a few
days, when hon, gentleman would be in
possession of all the facts regarding the
institution, "There was no objection to the
relurn,

Mr. TOOLEY said that he had no inten-
lion of attacking the management of the
institution; but there was a feeling that it
was not fulfilling its original object.

Mr, CREIGHTON said he was pleased to
hegr that the majority of those now attgr
ing the college were farmers’ sons, as .ual
had not been the case in the past, The
improvement he attributed largely to the
efiorts of Opposition members in bringing
the matter to the attention of the Govern.
ment and of the country. Ile referred m
support of thig®view to resolutions offercd
last session by Opposition members, and
said that though the Government had voted
them down, they had found by a circular
issued shorily after the zession closed by
the President of the College that the prin-
ciple of those resolutions had been adopted
by the Government.

Mr. MOWAT said the hon., member was
wistaken in assuming originality in regacd
to his resolution last session to have town-
ships neminate students for the College.
That was part of a scheme reported by the
Commission appointed before the institu-
tion commenced, which laid down plans for
the purpose of regulating the proceedings of |

vthe College, and the Government had ap-
proved of the idea. The principal objec-

tion to the resolutions offered by the hon.
gentleman  last  session was  that
the demand for scholarships was not 80

great s to admit of the plan being followed
out, The desire that the institution should
have pupils from every part of the country

was felt by everybody, and the Commission |
had shared in that desire. But in the early
period of the college a comparatively small
number of applications was sent in, so there
had beennoobjectin trying the proposed plan,
At present the College wasrecciving more and
more public attention and public approba-

tion ; so that the time had probably ccme
when that rule might be followed with ad-

|
valutage,

Mr. LAUDER was sorry to sce that the

" hon. I'reasurer proposed to increase the ex-
penditure in connection with the institution
during the coming year. He contended

that the Agricultural College had not been,
and never would be a success, unless there
was a radical change in the way in which it
was managed. Ile would like to hear why
the Government had dropped the bunuses to
students,

Mr. WOOD said he did not propose at this
time to discuss this question at length, The
discussion of the Estimates was rather pre-

mature at this time ; but he might state for

{h¢ information of hon. gentlemen opposite,
that the increase in expenditure had been
very small compared with the increase in
the number of pupils.. On turning to

wgalaries and expenses,” it would be found |

that they were very small. The principeal
Lad heretofore undertaken his own duties
and those of bursar. Those combined
duties had occupied that official sixteen
hours a day and he found himself unable to
continue them any longer, owing to his
health giving way. Under the circum-
stances the Government deemed it neces-
sary, as & matter of fair play towards the
principal, to have some one else to perform
the duties of bursar, (Ilear, hear.) With
regard 10 the matter of bonuses, he might
remark that if in the past students were
thercby induced to enter the College, and
the Government were now able to fill the
institution without bonuses, their discon-
tinuance was not only creditable but a step
iz the direction of economy, (Cheers.)
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