last year was no cﬂul-imby which to judge -1

of last
:;::’Lﬂ dues of last year had refer-
- the business of the year before . In 1874 there

::u; an “flmpru‘niun that theitrade had gone as
could go; and in consequence many en-
- ber operations had been) encouraged
‘0 put men in the woods, and to e their
:Il:tnted capital. The result,as the House knew,was
at shese men had been disappointed in their ex-
pectations. The fact that the recent sale had m
with many bidders ouly showed that speculato
were buying up the limits in hopes that trade would
revive. Ifthe Government were not perfectly con-
vinced that there was ap actual revival of the trade,
, he thought it was a grave mistake to put this par-
| ticular  paragraph in the Specch, as the
 Tesult weuld be to encourage an unproduc-
tive investinent of capital. Referring to
the tewmperance question, he expressed the
Opinion that the eountry oughtsoon to be called upon
to dEL‘:lllE_llu whether the manufacture and traffic in
intoxicating liquors should not be entirely prohibit-
ed; and if an expression of that view by this House
would have uny effect upon the Dominion Govern-
ment, action should be taken in that direction.  He
thought that it waus a wistake to retain the Dunkin
Act on the Statute Book in its present shape, as in
those connties where it had been passed ittwas doing
more harm than good. It should be amended so
that when passed it would amount to an
entire prohibition in the municipality passing it.
Even advocates of the Act admitted that it did little
or nothing in decreasing drunkenness, and supported
it only on the ground of its being a prohibitory mea-
sure. With regard to the award between Untario
and Quebee, he believed it had been referred to in
almost every Specch from the Throne since the in-

anguration of the Legislature, He remembered
, that as far back as 1868, when a short
delny had occurred in the negotiations

which eulminated in the award, Mr, Blake, who
| led the then Opposition in the House, found great
fault with the Administration of that day for allow-

months; but the pressnt Government did not acem to
be showing much diligence in the matter, for all
they heard of the matter was in the Speceh from the
Throne from year to year. The seconder of the
Address bad spoken in favour of doing away with
the right of distresg in the law of landlord and

Ing a4 suspension of these negotiations for even a few |

tenant, and it wou'ld geem as if he had foreshadowed '

an intended change in that direction. He hoped
that this was not the cuase, and that a law which
had been on the Statute Dook of England
for cemturfes would not be lightly altered.
He was quite in accord with the remarks of the hon.
menber for East Toronto (Mr. Cameron) in regard

the prnuishment of a certain class, It had been sug-
gested by that hon. gentleman that the Address was

to the Bitl mentioned in the Address providiug for ’

rather & barren one—that there was nothing in il to |

mvoke eiwther opposition or adwiration ; and the

Attorney-tieneral had retorted that more legislation |

wias foreshadowed in the present Speech than in the

speech of the last session of the first Parliament. |
s hon. friend (Mr. Mowat) was mistaken in |
~ this respect, becanse that Speech referred to several |

Now,

measures ol particelar importance,

Mr. FRASER--My hon. friend
taken, The Attorney-treneral rederrved to the tirst
gession of the sccond Pavliame nt,

Mr, CAMERON=<=There was not so much con-
gratulation 1o the Specech of that vear,

Mr. MOWAT—1 think there was a great deal of
concratulation.

My, SCOTT then referred to the seventh para
graph, lor the existence of which he saw no special
recason, because he was under thie impres=ion that it
wius the duty of the House to excrcise special care in
roegard to the assistance of railway enterprises, He
fonnd by a veturn that since 1871 $2,424,000 hud
heen appropriated for the promotion of railways, ex-
clugive of an anpual puyment of £114,000 from the
Hailway Sabsidy Fuand, Most of that money came
from the eastern and had been expended on the
western section of the Province, This was not a
fair aispesition of the money, buat ol course no one
(unless the localities themselves) was specially to
blame for it. When, however, hon. gentlemen
opposite took the positiou that because all this money
had been hitherto expended in the west no aid
should be granted to other roads, they took an ex-
ceedingly narrow and unfair view of the subject. Ho
concluded by urging tnat the proposed raiiway be-
tween Peterborough and Ottawa was worthy of Gov-
ernment snpport, inasmuch as it would do more to-

wards increasing the wealth of the country than any

road previously built in the Province.

Mr. PAEDEE #aid the hon. gentleman who had |

just gat down hu-ll expressed the opinion that the
condition of the timber trade did not warrant the
congratulatory words put in the mouth of the Liecu-

tenant-Grovernor. XNow, hon. gentlemen on the
other side had mnot paid much attention
to the third paragraph of the Speech, or
they would have observed that it simply

stated that the local trade had become more active,
and that there was not much improvement in the
foreign trade. This was perfectly correct, as the
lumbermen themselves could testifly; and he could
not for a moment imagine that his hon. friends oppo-
site were sSOITY th‘t there h.d I!I-Et"n a revival in thiﬂ
important branch of trade. One would suppose that
instead of cavilling] over this paragraph, they (the
Opposition) would have rejoiced that the lnmbermen,
in common with other interests, had better prospects
than they had a year ago. His hon. friend (Mr.
Scott) had also stated that the recent sales were no
evidence of the revival of trade; but he (Mr. Pardee)
entirely dissented from this view. If this matter
were careinlly inquired into it would be found that
the purchasdrs were substantial lumbermen, who
were not at all given to speculation in this direction.
According to the provisions of the Act, the purchasers

himself 18 nus- |

of the right to cut the timber on the lands recently

sold had only tive years in which to do it, and no

better evidence was needed to prove that the sales
were not in any wuy gpeculative, but the result of a
genunine revival in the lumber business. ‘The hon,
moember for Renirew desired some mfurm_ntmu as to
. the revenue derived from the woods aud forests. The

estimates were $400,000  from timber, and
about £200,000 f{roms the varions lands, and
thi receipts of the Department had already amounted
+o about $628 000, Complaints had been made abont
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any matters of the past. Now, nothing |+ -
E;:H::itltgulﬁm to do more harm to this country than
to claim that measures passed in this House were ot
guch little consequence as to need no reference to
them. (Hear, hear.) Let that principle be once
established and we would find the legislation of the
Province canied on in an extremely careless manner.
Althoungh measures passed here may not possess the
same importance as those passed atjOttawa, he ap-
pealed to the House to say whether the majority of
| their Acts did not come more directly home
'to the people than those which emanated
. from the capital. (Cbeers.) Some objection had
' been raised to the distribution of the statutes. '['hi.a
question was discussed when tho subject of consoli-
dation of the statutes was under congideration, and
- if he remembered aright the opinion was pretty
' general in favour of their distribution among the
magistrates. His hon. friend ﬂppmsite_tMr, Came-
ron) had declared that many of the magisirates were
unable to read and write. Now there might be ex-
ceptional cases of that kind, but the great body of
our magistrates were sound and intelligent men.
(Mear, hear.) No better eovidence of this
was peeded than the manuner in which the
laws had becn administered by them. Vhe
remarks of the hon. member for Kast York (Mr.
Lane) with regard to the law of distress had called
forth some little criticiem. That hon. gentleman, it
should be explained, did not say it was the inten-
tion of the Governinent to abolish the law of dis-
' tress—he merely pointed out the differeace between
" the collection of an ordinary debt and one for rent.
The Govermnent would shortly introduce a Bill on
this subject which he prophesied would receive the
support of a large majority of the House
. and give great satistuction to the country. (Cheers.)

Mr.LAUDER said itwas a difficult matter to discuss |
the policy of the Government on an Address, which |
was nsually framed with the objeet of conceunling as |

| muuch ¢s possible. The Government secmed to have |
no measures or general policy to submit—they were
Reformers without anything to reform. He ecom- |
plained that the House did not receive full informa-
mation of what the Government had done during
the year. This was a grievance to which a Reformer
might properly turn his attention.  This House was
framed._on tne municipal and mnot on the old
Parliamentary plan ; there was not a similar Teg-

islative body which was called a Pariiament,
[t consisted of a single] Chamber, presided
over by a gentleman called the [Speaker;

and a Commitice of six wasg appoiuted to carry on
the business daring the year. Hut this Committee
could legisiate all the year—pass cesolutions in the
interests of the people, crcate Commissions to settle
disputes, ete.—and keep the whole business seeret,
This was ridiculous and absurd, and he had no
sympathy with the method of carrying out the de-
liberations of this Asfscmbly. He was anxious to
 know what actiou was taken in connection with the
| school investigation, but that information could only
| be obtained from the minutes ol the Council. He
' contended that Lhe Utdl:l'!-!. Ll l:ulilu‘l‘l should be Illu{_iE
public, and ]“-.,:.-.-_hwl against the lixeculive of H1X
| elaimingz full control on all matters connected with
the Housge., There was gront ndcanny for a check
upon thie Executivej il the present system of se-
cregy continued the coufidence of the people in the
Ontario Legislature would be compietely aestroyed,
Adverting to the school system, he expressed the fear
that it wus bi coming so comnplicated that fow pi ople
in the rucal districts would be able to understand it.

nlr‘j]””lil?\'ﬁ said 1t scemed to be the i.\n'r';f-l..r of

hon. g!‘!li.ifflli"ll |'|!r|:[|:-i.|l'.| anad i'wzru‘ki.,.!“.' Of ':l
t e houl. member tor Smncoe (M, Niac- F
dougall) to - b little as mucir  as  possible |
the wiork ol 'hp -""l-"‘h““”lhl."t wiic] th gh wole E

1

foud of catling a large Coimmmaon L ot I'he hion,
q;u:l."h-““ 11 “'h'l.l h H'j!“'. 1:‘*]1-.1‘ i 4 JITL v Lonabita- ,
tiou v ru[‘gi:-'. or e wonld never ' a Ik .- ! *hn

| amertion that this bow ¥ was not clothed with Par-

Jimmentary powers. So far as the Assembly had

i wrisdiction ovor the 1”‘!1' this Prnviu:‘ni it was
. e awer to determine how

wmount. They had the
e i, g rhm:mul{:l ve held, and
power ‘0 establish courts for the t";“l of *T"“],"ﬂi
aud civii caseq, and yet the hon, geth, *Nan said this
was not a Jerliamentary but a murkic h“! power|

Mr. LAUD¥R—No, no; I did not m‘;‘:f-hat.

Mr. HODGLNS=That is the way the jl§‘ gi‘“t]l"
man answers when he is cornered, Jnﬂ:'w.wg hold-
ing bravely to a propesition made on the fl¢ ﬁfﬂlt”‘
House, he witlulraws the statement. (Langhto» ) pohe :
House had alsn tha right to determine what shall .
the franchise of those who elect members of the Do-

minion House of Commons, and he coald not u_nd&r-

stand the policy of the hon. members opposite in he-

littling the functions of the Assembly. When the
hon. geutleman (Mr. Lauder) spoke in that manner,
he belitted the courts which were instituted by the
Liegisleture, )

An HON. MEMBER-Hoe belittles himself too,

Mr. HODGINS said it might be that the line of
conduct pursued by hon. members opposite mdr-’

cated that the policy of the great Conservative party
would be to belittle the jurisdiction of this House, |
and devote all their energies to securing a majority |
in the Upper House. (Cheers.) It was the intorest
as well asthe duty of every hon. member to protest
against the policy and views urged by hon, geutle-
men opposite.  (Loud echeers.)

The paragraph wus then carried.
On paragraph six,

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Simeoed said they ecowdd
guess with tolerable aceuracy the pariicular railroad
which the Governmens had undertaken to censure
by this paragraph. The hon Commissioner of Crown
Lands made a remnark in his speech which bore ont
the inforence he (Mr. Macdougall) had drawn, If
it were true that there werb $5,000,000 in the public
treasury, it seemed te him that the Peterborough and
Ottawa hlilwny, whioh would prove a valuable 1m-
provewent, should have the same assistance which had

j F"'*’-"ﬂ granted to roads in other scotions of the country.
T'hey must do justice above all things, and the people
I thut eastern portion of the Province should be

- alded with regard to railways as well as those in the
west. The Government should not regard the ex-
pression of the opinion of the people of Toronto by
the recent vote as the expression of publie ojinion,

the menénness of the Address and the fact hat it r P -
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