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of the House, (Hear, hear) The
matter had been referred to last session
more than once, and a general desire had

been expressed that such a distribution

should be made, He must remember that
throughout the country, everybody could
not afford or was not inclined to get a copy;
and it was important that there should be
various places throughout the municipali-
ties where they could be cousulted, and as
the magistrates were generally the best known
men in the community, the general interests

could not be Dbotter served than by |.
| supplying each magistrate with a
( Copy. (Hear, hear) He (Mr. Mowat)

agreed with the bhon, gentleman
a5 to the importance of supplying the
magistrates with copies of the criminal laws
of the Dominion, and he would only say
that he had opened a correspondence with
the Dominion Government with a view of se-

- curing such an arrangement, and that the re-

sult was that the distribution would soon be
made. (Cheers.) He thought the hon, gen-
tleman in speaking of the magistracy had
not done them justice, and that it was not,
as he had stated, the exception to find them
sufficiently educated for the duties they
were called upon to perform. (Hear, hear.)
He Dbeliecved that the reverse was
the exception, He concluded by congratu-

lating the House "that the Governor had
been able to bring a bill of fare before
them to which so little objection could be

made as had been made to-day, (Loud
cheers.)

The second paragraph was then carried.
On the third,

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Simcoe) said that |
some of the references to the prosperity of |

the country might be Justified by the faets ;
but there was little or no information to
show that this prosperity existed., He be-
lieved, with regard to the lumber inferest,
that it was not quite true that it wasina
prosperous  condition, for according to his
information the banks of the country were
careying nearly all the capital invested in
that interest, He procecded to a general
criticisin of the Speech, and referring to
edncational maiters, said that the events
of the past yvear had fully justifica the fears
that some members of the Vppoaition had

| expressed that the change in the Educa-

tion Department would be a benefit to our
school system. It would appear that the
Minister, instead of using the power he
possessed as head of the Department, instead
of devoting his time and attention legiti-
mately to the discharge of his duties, Lhad
allowed matters in his Department to go
almost as the officers under him might
direct. When a theft of examination papers
had taken place the hon. gentleman had
not investigated the irregularity himself,
but had appointed a Commisioner to perform

that duty. And they found also that when |
charges affecting the conduct of gentlemen |

under the control of the Minis-
ter  had  been  preferred, a judge

duty which was entirely within the province

Commission, The present Administration
had distinguished themselves above all other
Adininistrations by assigning their admin-
Istrative duties to Commissioners, n Kng-
land, some years ago, an important discus-
sion had taken place on this very question
of @overnment by Commission, and he
thougl:t the arguments which had been ad-
vanced against that system applied with pe-~
culiar force to this country, He thought the
six Commissioners who formed the Govern.

ment ought to be able to preside over their

own departments, and to discover and rec.
tily abuses if they existed. He would like to
Lnow how much these twoCommissions had
cost the country., He believed it would be
their duty to constitute a Committee of the
ifouse to enquire into the matter. They
found that in the first year of the Minister’s
tenure of office he could not undertake the
supervision of the officers of his own Depart-
ment, but had brought down a judge from
the Bench to perform his duties, and the re-
suit was a white-washing report. The evi.
dence had been taken in a most irregular
manuer, witnesses being allowed only to
come forward as they liked, Did the Com-
missioner fancy that material witnesses

I sion made any report, |
| Mr. Mowat—On Friday next—That |

d be likely to come forward and givye |
wence Which might expose them to ty,
dsure of the Minister and to the ris
‘of losing their places ? They found
also that the Minister of Educa-
tion himself had appeared before the
judge and made a statement. He
had read carefully the report of the Commis-
sioner, and he found that, instead of its
being a judgment, or such a report as one
might have expected from the evidence, it
was the argument of an advocate, 1t wasan
argument justifying, defending, and excusing
the charges made against them, and yet it
] was expected that the representatives of the
people should think there had been nothing
wrong. The mode of investigation pursued
in this case, he would take occasion to say,
was unconstitutional, and most certainly
inexpedicnt, The honourable gentleman
opposite and his colleagues ought to have |
given their personal attention to the case
and investigated the charges themselves. It
was an abnegation of the proper duties and
functions of his Department for a Minister
to proceed in this manner, and whitewash
the misdoingsof a publicofficer, "['he facts be-
forethe House plainly showed that thispolit;.-
cal experiment had notworkedas satisfactorily
as was claimed. Who were the members of
the Central Committee? Strong partisans of
the hon, gentleman and his friends. He was
glad to sce that Tur Gropg, that great
authority on martters political and other.
wise, did not quite concur in the sweetened
report prepared by the learned judge, With
regard to other matters referred to in the
Address, he was pleased to hear that the pub.
lic affairs of the Province had gone on suc-
cessfully, but he did not think hon. gentle-
men  opposite deserved all  the credit
for  this satistactory condition of
things, Many legislative measures had |
been  improved and assisted in  their
. passage by members of the Opposition,
and be thought the Legislature as a whole
- deserved whatever credit might be due. In
' regard Yo the revised statutes he believed
' there was still room for reform. There was
a general impression abroad especially '
among non-professional men, t{mt it would
be well for the country to follow the example f
of the mother country with respect to |
| judicial reform, and he hoped that the ;

r hon. gentleman would submit a final |
| measure to carry out the principles which
|  had been introduced iuto the law in a crude
!
|

way and s0 make a uniform and complete
 8ystem, The country would rejoice in a
reform of that kind, which he believed
would be of great advantage to the people.

| There was a strong feeling that our legal

system was toc complicated and extene
sive, and any steps taken towards
its simplification would  be welcomed.
It time permitted he might mention several
other measures which might very well re.
ceive & share of attention, The use of
prison labour outside of prisons ought to be

| confined toactual criminals; and as for the
! measure relating to landlords and tenants,
had been taken from the Bench and |
appointed as a Commissioner to perform a |

" he did not know what the proposed change
was, but presumed it was something very

| trifling. After referring to the proposed
of the Minister himself He (Mr. Mac-+
dougall) objected to this government by

measure relating to joint stock companies,
Mr. Macdougall resumed his seat, it being
six o'clock,

Mvr, MDWATlsnid that he understood that
' the members on both sides of the House
- were desirous that they should not 8it to-
‘night, and hé therefore moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate and of the House til]
tO-Imorrow,

| The motion was carried, and the House
' adjourned,

NOTICES OF MOTION.

Mr. Lauder—On Monday next—Enquiry of
Ministry whether or not a Commission was
issued during the recess to enquire into
matters pertaining to internal cconomy of .
the Central Prison, and, it such a Commis. J'
sion was appointed, whether said Commis.

it be an Order of the House that the busi.
ness of each day shall commence with
prayers ; that a Special Committee be ap-
pointed to consider and report upon a form
of prayer, and upon other arrangements in




