falr field and no favour, Hoe referred to the
lﬂdm&ua done to the farmer :'ilh u:il:;:
) ponderance glven %o
man lltmﬂamﬂ . Should the father
pob be in harmony with his son 1a polities,
I$ would be 2/thfog that should nob s veen—
a son walking %o the pell to kill the father’s
vote,on a in which he had no veat:d
intereat This ls virtuaily a Bill to provide
a plorality of toﬁ'ng aocordieg to pro%my.
| He quoted Ml gpon this subjeo0),
and oontended that She words of that
eminent political economlist were conolusive
t auch & measure, Hs repelled the
| 1dea Abat fraulu'ent praotlces had bssn re.
scried to by his side of the House, azd sald
| $tatvif 1} bad baen pracilsed by any party
is was the parly of the hon, gentlemsn who
' k241 made the chavge, Hae sald that Ja his
coucty, when such cases were fried, there
- had vod been a slog'e vole on eliher side
' vejected, |He wald that where frandalent
| {lc:s bad beea rescrisd to 1§ woald k>
und generally In clbiez ; 2o the exocuse for
b ieglrg in thls Blll iIs Imaginary, Even
though she grastice should have pravalled
that was no reason why it thould be legs!.
jzed, The maj-rity ¢f lsrmers’ sons a'ready
have vo'es, eud almost all farmers’ sors are
workirg] with thelr parents under some
sgreemen$, 1§ may be verbal, by which they
particigate In the profils or orops to baktar
thelr cnditlon by acquliing another farm
$hrocugh the means which they have hslped
to seoure to the father Therolsa brcal
distiuotion between the farmers’ sous
atd theee qualified by the ino:me franchise,
$hore Jatter belvg $axzed, a distinotion which
weunld hold gocd even In manhood su "
He then prceeded ta oriticlse cevers’ of the
provisions of the Aok—Iinstancing sccilon 4,
which enables a ycuoger zom $0 go #o she
ocunfy judge swear that his father’s
farm is under-avtessed. He oconsidered
Shercfore that 1 ush a measare shou'd be per-
missive, and the father allowed the option of
Ivirg Lis son'a vote, Helpolnted!ous whera she
ob weuld requ'ro some amendmens, taking
- patticular excepbon $o0 several parls of the
. osdb, Aotiogupon the view that those in
- %he House should jadge Shose mabtters
brought uader thelr
of thelr abllity, o¥ive of how 1} may
sffcct them In the future, and oven antlolpa:
tirg that dtheir opponents would make po-
litioal oapltal ountof thelr actiers upon this
mabter st fulure eleoktlons, he would vote
sgelost the rceasure for the reacon which hs
kad rpecified,

Mr. MACMAHON sald that the sons of
medharics were placid differently from t$he
sons of farmers, The sons of mechanios
generally left home on $helr obia'n'~g thelr
msjorily, or elee net up In business Ju the
sz'ne town and wese ssseased r3 oococupsnts,
snd thus were allowed $0 record thelr votas,

 He though$ the Blll should become law,

Mr. DAWSON oconsldered $hat the B.ll
was a siep In the right directior, and that if
the frarchize were to Lo extended at all 14
| should k., amcng the farmoers, these who
culdvated the scil, 1% was the =ifass dl.
reoiion ln which the franchlse oould bs ex-
tended, ard he ( .ir, Dawron) would suppors
the Bili. Whiie, bowever, we heard o
great deal aboui extendirg the fran.
ohlse to mechanios’ sons and other olasses,
' mo one ever sald avything about a very de.
. servirg c'ass of Her Majesty’s subjecty who
. were «ntirely depaived of clvil rights. There
 were stl] gome romnants of $he races from

' whem we bad taken the couniry i d!fferent

- distzicts. In his (Mr Daw.on’s) constita-
' epoy ttere were several thouzands of Ia:

dians. Many of them were atlll in a primi.
' tlve cordltion, but there were aled mauy of
. Sbem far advenced, and quite equal S0 thelr
' pelghboure, sxd 13 was unialr thay these
. people theu'd be deprived of she franchise,

The reseon of this wss that by the exlsting

law the enfranchisement of the Indlany was

msade coatirgert on the breakivg up of their

rezerves, acd they were so much attaoched to

the fribal system and thelr old customs that

they would never conrent %o tb's. This ob-

nexious Jaw had been ln existancs for a very
long period, ard no Indlan had ever taken
advintage of I8, The Dominlon Aot of lavt
year was =& mers embsliment of
the old Jawy, snd I did pot meke
tke condition of fthe Indlans any
Eotter. As mallers stocd, a wall-ts do
Indlan coald not offer His vots at an eleaton
while h!s gervanis counld, Thers were In.
dlaus very well ¢l la Algoms, some «f
whom sen$ thelr ob{ldren §o0 Earops for thele
¢duoatior snd murely p-ople =0 far ad:
vanced 29 these wore abould nct bs depilve!
of olvil righty, brcante they happenel so
draw a small 2unully for lands whioh they
bad ocded t> the Governmen$, sad over

— —

atlon t> the best _

‘

|

v hich no Governmen$ had 2=y oontro) I}
wa3 ocmpatent to Oatario to aay who shov'ld
or who should not vota with/n the boundaricsy
of the Provincs, and he (odr. Dawson) $:uak-
¢d that In any ifnrther amendment, to ile
election law, the clalms of dex>rving Iadiavs
who had abandoned the huntsr’s lite and who
had settled on land, brils houres, and llve
in every reep20} llke whity men, would not
be lost aightof, Iadlaprs, when they hai b)-
ocome educited and olvilized, whether $hey
lived cn reserves or cot, should bhave all the
grivileges of whits men. It was contrary
to the wplrit of our Iinwmltations t9
bave a pecople living among wus ¢o
whom we refused the ocommon rights of
| freemen, The Indlavs were a brave
. and Inte!ligent race, not naturally Inferlor to
the white mar, and If we ocould lot the few
who remained feel and know that they Ia.
bovred under no disadvantages, it would
tend greatly to promote shelr otvilizailon and
sdvancement,

Mr, FERRIS consldered tho claws &o
which the Bill referred were entltled $o the
reliet sfforded. In answering the objaction
made that the Bi!l conferred represensation

without taxatior, ho sald that the father |

pald for the son’s earnings, which was just
as goou as the son belng aseemzed for she
inccrre The ocuntry depended upon ths
farmern for the prosgpaity of $he country,
and he could foreses ro danger In enfran.
' ohisirg thelr sons, He dld nos fear tha$ the
Bill would ocause strife; 1t merely gave the
farmer’s son a right thas he would have if he
separated from
:}h;hutu of amutual and Impiled partner-
V.

Mr. MACDOUGALL (Simcoe) sald hs
rcee t) oppose She Bill beoause of the prin-

clple involved—a new principle in the polit!- |

osl reforms of our cocuntry. We oarnci
pext eeaslon refuse $0 endorse the measure
of the memker for Welland if we pess
this Bill, and endow t$his oclass with she
franclise almply bscause they ars boia of a
farnier and living after age under the roof
free. This led inevitably to' universal su!-
frage; but he was opposed to it from ex.
tience, reading of history, aud obaervavlon,

$ bavibg always In the end &0
dissater in the State. Even in the Ualted
Btates no man of inteliigence was in favour
of this universa! ruffrage, No one he had
ever mel, from Purldmﬁ!uuoln down, had
ever approved of it The result had been
' the rame In all countries where It had bzen
| trled, and now this rame principle Is belng
introduced Into this country, Hre this
question agitated the mind of the cinatry:?
He had never seon it, Any mezsure which

:ﬂ“t'l'; the poopludlhm be submitted
o the an allowed for
its dlleulzzﬂ. He fourd a universal expres-
slcn of disgust ab this measure In hls con’
. atitucnoy, which is to a large extent agrical-
tural, He ssid that the gentlemen intros
| duclog this Blll were gullty of a polisioal
- orfme, He would trzoe the history of the
Bill, Mr. Blake, then a young and enthusi-
astio politlolan, In a polisleal splech at
Aurora, produced with a great flourlsh a

large number of what he or'led press: |

ing reforms; among them he suggested this
farmera’ son frauchizs, One clasuse of tha Blil
waa that It should come Into effect In 187S.

. Whas was that for? I3 is not i »r the mem.
bers of this Honse, bus 1% Is f)r the Do.
minion, The Reform psrty #n power now
wiil then bave to glve sm 2200unt to the
people of 1(5 actlons, and the Bill introfu2ed
in this qniet way ls intended %o create an
| additional olass ¢f voters for 1378; and they
have » boye %ha: Shis mew ocia s wid saen
record $heir votea for shelr polltioal irlsnds
Thc{d thought shat the lacome franohiss
stregthen thelr party, but this poll.

move not work ruocoenfally, so they |

propose now %o bala: c) this by the new fren-
chise. He thoughs, however, thay they
would find tbat this sgaln wou'd be a m's
fakXe. He then gave his experience in Loa.
don at the firat test of the Ballo Aoy, just
80 abate a litle tke confidence with whioh
the members of ke  Government antloipate
She operation of this measurs in shele favour,
We had passed no Biil like this bafore, and
after we have given she franchise o shis
Olass we osn never fake it back, He ob.
jecked $o the extsnding of she frauchise to a
class whioh Is psyiog no porilon of she pud-
lio burdens, and has no stake lo the ununl'rz.
He was a faimer’s son himeslf, and he made
bold $o say Shat the aversge class of farmers’
sons was nol the best olass of pscple $o en-
dow wiih suoch a franohics. Those farmers’
sons who siay at home are she dull boys,
atill tled $o thelr mothers’ apron striogs, and

not the clever, stirring, acdve young men |

who go forth to rush their way ia the world.

father, who was merely

!




