. ment 10 bha in the porition of a mershant
~ buylag $40 (00 or $50,000 a year, and owlig
%o the flustuesions tn prises Iy would not pry
the merchans or the Governmens to adver.
tire ; 15 would ba far better #0 come in, look
&3 the goo!s, suke thelr chances, and bay as
trey require; the item of laterest in a large
Orfwr wcuid be saved by not buylog at onoe,
To Mr. Ferrla—The Governmens pursues
the universal praciice of ths trade.

To Mr Givson—Is wounld placse the Gov.
“'nment in the position of a retall merchant;
I thixk 1% botter for & merobans or the Gov
érumen’ to bay about onca ia three months

To tke Charman--1 oonsider Me. Lang-
vulr and Mr, Short keen bayers, and y
cilic'ent for the duty of purchasing,

To Mr. Lwader-—The system I wonld
fccommend wounld mot apply $o booke;
the mgument 13 not avalogour; tea
uctuates; I bave never, In ail my experis

€noe, boen adle to duplioate exacily an
crder for tea.

- To M:s Ross—I don’s belleve our best

hcuses would $rouble themselves to sender
fur groceries; the :ample of tea thai might
ba tendered for at the begloriag of the year
wou'd £o$ be 1o siook at & subsequent time,
std the qualily of the second quanMiy
mwight be poorer than thas ordered.

To Mr Ferrle—] have sometimss
ssen 120 or 140 chests of the same teas; teas
run from 20 to 170 chests; a parvcalar
line of tea can ecnly be supplied to she ex.
tent of the lok; it is the same as with bat
ter; when the quantity of one farm s ex:
hiusted the quality of the next would pro.
bably not ba the same; there 14 a fixed stan:
¢ard by which flour can be purohaved.

To Mr, Lyader—There are no brands of
. sylups

To Mr, Mentlck—Amber syrups vary In
prices there is a number by which they are
Iniwn,

To the Chairman—I have rupplisd syrups
t> the Govenn ment.

Yo M», Landcr—The Government oan bay
the tame as any other ossh customer at 5 so
7 per cent over cost; I don’s think shey ocan
ds beifer than that

To the Chalrman-—I always balleved that
wo were onrrpeting with other houees.

To Me. Merriock—1 am aware that the Go.
virsicent adverilesd for pork and flour;
the prices vary, and 1 don’s thiak shas
s merchact wonld actk for fenders even for
perks I put the Government in a simllar pos
yitions the same rale regarding the valus of
perk ard flour dees not app'y $o greccacles,
which Fave ro brand; we know soap by
giafes; the avcrage loes of feas are 50 %0 50
ebeats; I don’s think it lsa proper shing o
glve price listz withont samples; I don’s
think wholesale Importlog honees would
tender, as they very wseldom do;
they would not blad themeelves %o
supply &he particaisr line of fea all
thyoegh the year, Grooerles are mnot In-
speoted like flour, contzquently the Sten-
dering nyatem {s cpen Yo abuase

To Mr, Rss—The Governm+nt oould be
{z pored upon by a dichonesy deales.

‘To Mr, Merrick—Io politios I am a sup-
porter of the present Administsation,

To Mz, Gihson—My oplain ls most de-
Id«dly opposed to advertlslag for grooe
on sousow: of tue small prond on Shem
t b fluctuallun of prices, _

To Mr. Laale —r, Langmuic boughl Shen

ar & tuere wion pe {irak called,

. Tothe Craliman—Ths whola of » long

| 1ir 3 of tean le not often booghs by a ratall

merchanty 1 don’s conslder IV advisabdle in

.u* owe busliess to buy a Iholahye;r'u sbeck

'y addvance: 1 know of no one «20 does.

l (se Committtee then adjourned #ill 11

- morzaw (Thareday) morning, |
W




