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re ws, and he hon.
men to consider the subject carefu ‘ﬁﬂ.’;
coming to a conolusion upon i§. This was a

matter of Provinclal impor$ance, and
not be left In the pamrp::th. muuiof *Tﬁﬂ:

to decide, It was better for the are
to alter i§ one way or the other, (Applause,)

Mr, FRASER rald Shere had been a
deal rald In reference to some mnuhgoﬂ
bad choeten fo make upon the question of
- exem from taxation, and he had been
oredited with a great deal which he had
never tald. The member for East Grey had
gone 50 far as fo say that he (Mr. Fraser)
would not permié any Government §o which

he to take up the question, He had
never anything of the kind, The reference
he bad e to the question was not at

Brantford as all, but at Dannville, and what
he kad sald on that oocamion he had well
considercd, He had known that in Toroato
there had been coariderable agitation on thas
subjecs, the people of the city thio that
i$ would bea verv desirable end $0 make all

the Provinclal and Dominion pr with.
-

in its bounds subjeot $0 m taxa.
Moo, He bhad also observed that
the queatlon of exemptlng Church
property bad been put In the fore-
ground, so that the attention of outside pso-
ple should ks drawn away from the real
objeot sought, namely, the taxstion of FPro-
vicclsl and Dominion property. His own
idea bad been that perhaps his reference $o
the question at Duannville would m-ke
those who were qllnlnﬁ i la Vo
rorto show thelr band. e had not
said a word ss to what might be the act.on
of the Government; he had only referre. to
the question so far as i affected the exe np-
ticn of churches from taxation, aud he had
exprezacd his own opinion tha$ churches
should vot be $axed. He was still of the
s:me opinion, At present he wished to make
a few remarks on the genersl question of ex.
emptions so far as Toronto was conosrned, for
jn reslity the whole agitation had
originated In this clty, He was quite rale
in I.‘l)lllf that If the whole question had bzen
ooL $o the exemption of church propecty
{rom faxation, She of Toronto would
not bave had a word to say on the subj cj,
bus iu order $o secure thelr , ey
had very wiscly kept the real question in the
background. He wished %o polns out that
thcse who were advooating the
abolition of ex:mptions were Shemselves
proposing the hugest exemption in the land,
The atrongess point with those who sought
to do away with exemptions was that if rea!
eatate were subject to taxation, all was taxed
that should ln\luod, which was tantamount
to saying that those who were ablest $o pay
taxes should nos pay so much as they now
di0, sud that those who were least able
should pay more than they did to-day. In
the oty of Torom for example,
the total value of assessable real estate was
$39 000,000; the amount of ascessable per.
sopsl property and incomes was about $7,
000 0C0, Ifthe taxes were faken off she
latter smoun$, 1§ simply meant that the
whole of the taxes required for the purposes
of the oity should be collected cif She real
estate, or, in other words, tha$ every poor
msn, every labourer, and every olerk who
owned the house In which he lived,
whatever I¢ was woith, should pay
more taxes than he did to-day to make up
the diminution casused by abolishing the as-
sersment on incomes and personal property.
(Hear, hear.) The rich man, on the conirary,
would pay a little more on his real estate,
but a lstle less on his whole real and
personal property sud income to-morrow than
he did to-day. Th!s was making an exsmp-
$lon of the most illogical and indefentible
kind, and apy party who would venture to
make that a political question In the
ccuntry could not find a corporal’s guard %o
follow them. (Hear, hear.) The people of
Toronto who were agitatiog Shis matter—
and with the exoeption perhaps of Kingeion
and O:taws, Toronto was the only pars of the
oountry Juterested In the whole maStaer—
used as an argament that the looa-
slon of O:goode Hall, the Parllament
the Central voe

of mo speolal benefit to the olty, and sb
the “;E:;lmg' D‘:‘ lfm, owned by the
m

betug Denedl h the expenditurs of
municipal meney by the City of Toronto,
They said that for these reasons s was nnl’g
fair 1hat such should be f$axeld
For his \ 0 see what speoial
benefis she real estate owned by $he Governe
ment was reosiving from its lcoatlon ia To-
ronto. The Goverament did nob hold the
groucd on which Moli hnlmg::'ﬂﬁ ;I‘:d:-l
¢d for the purpote se

there Jands "l'l'l!a 'hold ln such a WAy that, If
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. was anosher argumens, if one wure

{ tlon here,

they fmorearea In vaine, 1%
for the Lecelit of the Province a
large, There waa » wsork of ficlitivne
value Imposed upon them, Insamuoh as if
they were put in the market and sold they
wouid be of more value to-day Shan Swens

years sgo; but as the Province did not whi
to gut them up for sale, the Province was
not benefiited by any improvements carried
on in Toronto, (Hear, hear.) Oa ihe
other band, it was atated that the
city did not geiln anything by the
location of $hese buildings within its bounda,
He would say nothing about the nume
ber of visitors broughs to this olty from time
to $ime on business with the various Depars.
ments of the Goveroment, at Osgoode
d Dol ety B G 05
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was about two and one.-half mllllondolhr'z
exclusive of the educational institutions.

Upon this there was mul.li oxpended not

would be

leen than half a million of 4 in repairs
that went o capital accoun$, This was an
advantage which he was sure the

people ¢f Toronto would mnot like $o loes,
They undoubtedly did recelve a mpeclal—
a very pariioular advantage from thelr looa-
Apart altogether from the
fact that In the Confederation Aok there was
a speciel exemphion with regard %o this
deicript'on of property, there were good

reasons for $he Provinoce Imslsting that it

shou)d rot be taxed. BSu that to-day
the Government were to say $o the people of
Toronto thas 1§ was pro by the clty of

Londop, or any other city in $he Provinoe,
to ¢« xemp$ these buildings from ¢axation if

{ they were looated there, the advooates of ex.
| m.mnn would only be too ready to
re thelr removal. The policy of exemp-

ti. n was belng oarrled on by the cily ot To-
rorto in matters of far less moment, such as
marufacturing establishments, rallway build.
inge, and other property of that description.
Sincs Confed-rasion there had been expended
on capital acoount, exolusive of last yeav,
on Provincial buildings in Toronto upwarde

of oxe million dollars. Tsking theestimates of

" lass year— and they were a falr oriterion,as the

amount the Government saked for msinten-
ance was generally nded—the amovant
spent cn the bullilngs for malntenance alone
was $450,000. The advooates of ex: mption
said 1hst she Province got the benefit of the
438, water, and other convenlences supplied
‘o {he bulldh.lgl by the ocity, bat if
thev did ¢y bhad to pay for
them, Wnld 15 be rearonable for
tte people of Oftawa to say that
the aid %ax the bulldings of the Do-
n inion Governmens $here, valued say at six
millions of dilare, on the ground sbas the
oity aerived no benefit from them ? And if
the Provinclal property in Torouto
reye  taxed, they mwb fax the
Previro'al  property  elsewhere ;  this
was what logiosliy rollowed Every acre
f Ciown laod owned by the Province would
hsve ¢ prv {*s t.xen, for She raral mun'cl
pelice lad jush ae g"dnrlgm»[mf-,n
$.xatfon as Teronto had, on the ground that
the property was belog bencfiited by its
location, The Crown lands Wware
held by the Government a% a 2o
miral value, and if sney were fo be
taxed, the municipslities hed better take
them altogether, (hear, hear,) for in $wo or
tbree years they would be taxed ous of e
bands of the Government. . Dams, locks,
snd slides owned by the Government would
have to be regarded 1a the same
lighs, If Domirion property in
Torento was $o be taxed, thea
the people of the Lower Provinoes had «
ood and suffiolent reason for taxlag ths |
Enttmlonill Rallway, on which twen:y
milllong bad bcan expended. Oastarlo, whton
oontributed abousshree-fifths ot the reveunu:
of the Dom‘nion, would oertalaly be paylay
the plper to the Lower Provinoes it they
pald taxes on say forty mwilllon dollars
worth of Dominion property In these Prov.a-
ces. Carrylog the sams argument $o 1%s
legitimate ¢ nclasion, the Pacific Railway,
cesting perhaps $200,000 000 (saking the lani
into sccvunt), would have to ve taxed for $ae
benefis of the North-west, And all Shis was
to be dome beosuse the city ot Toronso,
fuding lteelf burdened with debt, hid
thought of & happy reiesse iu ab llating ex
emptions from Saxation. Heo was protty
sure that if she paople of this Province con-
sidered the lengths to which this question
would $ske them, they would be rabuer
obary of adopting she vlews of the
Toronto agitators, (Hesr, hear.) Ta-ra
needed,
sgsinst taxing sheso classes of property. It
real estate belonglog so she Goveroment was
to pay $axes, then the owners of this pro-
perty should have a volos in the city affatcs,
in the voting of by-laws for loans, 1mprove:
ments, and general mucloipal purposes. H)w
were shey going to regulate that? Wou'd
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