E had more or less an |
mmmI.md is was
impertans in the
:ﬂﬁh%nlﬂﬂl&ﬂth
es. e thought u
could be no improvem

distriots. He had nob

that the exemptions were
fsr as farmers and others In the Sowashl
were conocerned, There was the same d:
oulty in the Sownships as in the olties in
reference to the ute ex-mphon of Do-
minion and Provinolal property under the
125th section of the B:i%ish No Amerios
Act, 10 that it the Dominlon Parllament
a1 d »li the Provinolal Leglslatures conourced
io making laws to $ax Governmen$ propor‘lz;
thore laws would be perfeoily vold, sad
objech, even it Is were deairable, counld cnly
be accomplished by means of an Imperial
Aoy, The framers of the Constitu Aot
bed no doubt Introduced this for
a very wise purpose, In the United States
Conssitution there was no express exemption
from taxs acd Shere had been a great
deal of litigation In comsequence. It was
argued that the national property should be
oxempt from Saxation, because the sov-
erelgnty of she nation wounld nob
be eomplete if the State Leglelatures oculd
fax any psrt of the na property, and
the framers of our Aocs, belng aware o! the
difficulty which had rrisen there, had pro-
vided agalnst it. A circular which had been
prepared by a committes of the Toronto City
Uouncil,of which Mr. Hallam was chairman,
stated among other things that the exemp-
tions of Domision and Provinoial mpuhz
in this olty amounted to $3 500,000, T
Leglslature conld not alter that, It was an
nblolnh!:xtmpilm. and must oxist in the
public intereas, This exemptien, which
they could mnokt remove, was nearly
baslf of the whole of tshe exemptlons In
Toronto, The rural muniocipalities were
affected onls as far as the Crowan Lands were
conoeened,for there was very little other Gov-
erement pro in them. It would nos be
fair to tax ol the Dominion or Provinolal
property situated in Toronte, because there
- were manifest advantages to the city from
the location of that property here. The

- Custom House snd such bulldings counld not -

be taken from Toronto, and every dollar
lmposed on the rest of the Pro-
vince, or the Dominion, was for the
benefit of the clty, Upper Canada
Coilege and the Unlversity ot L'oronto were
of greater advantage to the cliy than any
paltry sum they could get In the way of tax.

aticn, In the ocase of Osgoode Hall, tho !
salaries pald by the Province to the varlons

officials would have to be locreased if the
city of Toronto could tax them for muniolpal
purposes, The judges were appolntel by
patent, and I fhey were taxed they woold
claim that the Dominlon Governmens shoald
pay tbe tax. Then came the question
whether, If all these Institutions were loat o
the ci*y of Toronto, the loss would be
made vp by an inorease ot luonme,
He bad no doubs that Ham!lton,
or ary oiher oity, would be giad to acoeps
the seat cf CGovernmens on the basls of ex.
emptivg the Government balldlngs from
f:xation. (Hear, hear, znd laughter.) He
had no deubt, If the question of she capltal
- bad to be settled, Toronto would be wi ling
to pledge iteel! ‘o exsmpt Goverament pro.
periy from tsxallon for all time to come.
(Hear, bear.) And that was oaly falr, for
great acd mavi‘est advantages rasulted to a
ofty frem %he reat of Governmens belng in
Its midet, Torcnto recsived more than iss
owa share, and, as a representive
of a rursl oonstituesoy, he protested
sgaloat  the rest of the Provinoe
baviog to pay taxen for the beneSt of the
city of Toronto. (Cheers.) The o'tizsin of
Toronto conld afford those exemptlons ia
ocnsiderasion of tho large amount of moaoy
apent in the city, I%sounded very well o
20y to the cleotors of any of the wards o
this clty that these judges at Osgoode Hil
wore recelving large salsriss and paylag
pothlng, but when the matier was explsln.

' @4 Yo the eiectors of the rural constisacnoles |

| 1t would rot sound so well,

| =9

Mr, FETOURE gid Tue Gu BE‘H+

arMicles  would bo  entitled to com.
mecdation joet s mooh as  that

paper epoke good tense, The London 7imes
waa entitled to respect jast as long as iy talk.

ed good scnwe, and he noped the day would |

ccme when THE GLobx would oocupy—as I

was f28% spprosching—the high tlon In
Canada v hich the Times mnpilid in Eng) -u; |

(Loud cheers) And just wo far as Tm
GLORE fook a reasonable position and wmt:

and publithed common sense, would iz be |
| powerful for geod, snd for aldieg any canse |

Mr, LAUDER—What does Tue Grovs |

i$ mighs choose to advocate,

- 1

Mr, LAUDER—You had belter fake care

Mr. BETHUNE sald he did not know
;hu; go bad %o uﬁ:‘uu l:: He q‘.?:;

nded that s Y stood
and was horest in advceating notions which
occurred %o him, Lis coms enuﬁ would
$hink he had done perfectly righs. He ho
all hon. gentlemen would free to express
what they felt without fear of any newspaper,
aud he deprecated the so:t of suggession
made by the hon, gentleman—no doabs with
a partioular objeos in view. To fax sohool.
houses would be to take money oa$ of one
pocket #nd pus it into the other, snd woald
osuse expenaive bookkeeping and litigatioa,
What other subjscts of exemption ware
there ! !

An HON. MEMBER—Cburcher,

Mr, BETHUNE sald he beiieved il

' churches were ssxed, 1§ would not amount to

$20 » year on each in rural musiclpalities,
ard for thas the miuvister and trustees would
bave &Il the bother of locking afser
the amsesrments and payilng the $axer,
In the oitios it should be a matier of great
fuferert to bave such beautiful bulldings
erccted as the Metropolitan Methodlsh
Churck, the Romaa Catholic Cathedral, the
Jarvis-atrect Baptlst Church, the Auﬂ.lmn
Cathedral, and Ss. Andrew’s Charch, in To-
rcnto 3 and the grounds sround them, sach
as tlore around the Mefkropolitan, were

* lunge to the city, It was a great objectin

citles to prevent overcrowding, and it was a
question of pclioy whether it were
not wise 80 encourage these places
to rave the city the necessity of selting
atide » park, It the Methodlsts had nos
urchased McGill Square it would probab’
Lu been purchased for a publio square, It
would be unfair suddenly to put an end to
exleting exempticus. People who from bene. |
voient mokiver and a deslre to have a place
of weretip builia churob, 4id so in $he faith
tkas 1t wonid be exempt from taxation, and
it would be unj st to come down on them
pow and %sx ihem. Church property had
slazys been exempt in this ecuntry, and he
war uob avare of 1¥s being taxed inany of the
Staten of the American Unlorn Lookiog over
the alicular of Ald Hsllam,'t s ¢ ued to hilm
that the varione denominationg wore ret down
at about shek {alr ratio, There wasno dapacr
rere of ohurcres aygiegating large quantl d: s
of land to the doirimens of she publls

. He did not knuow =oyahere ia Upper Canada

of more property belog held by areliglons
bhedy then “was necessary for the churob or
ctder to whioh thoy  Dbelooged, H.
haed not dcfinitely made up  his
mind sgsices & chavge In  the law,
but at presert he ocould see no reeson
fcr one. The ohurches were in a manaer
greas edaostional powers and, were dolay »
vast amcurt of good., If the churchss ware
clore¢ the pelios force won'd have to be {n.
creassd, Tle grand and racred work they
were dolog was reocguleed, and they
thounld vot be $axed as purely bual.
ners Ivetitu‘lons were $axed. They were
vow ssking shat the henevolent ple, who
weio the minoridy ef she population, =aud
were rupporting oburchea as olvilizing

- sgeroles, should be taxed for the bemefis of

the large majority who cared nothing abiet

. such matters, He appreh«nded the prople who

supported She churohes were not a shird of
the popuolatior, »nd aurely Shey were doing
epcugh In giving thas suppors. Thessme
remarks would apply to charitable iastitu.
tiops, hospitals, goyl' homes, and so on,
which «sbould be exempt {If they
were pot, for they were dolng a
greod sed vovle work, In sheory It might
be corrcct to tax everything, but In no case
o'uld a theory be pushed to all ite ocouse.
querces, Minht:re’ Jrcomes were not
vow sltogetber eximpt, and he was
sure ministers did not deslre to te
plact d on a different footlog from t'e rest of
the commurity, but the whole matter was a
trivial one In that reepeot. He did not be.
lieve tbis view would be a reform if oarried
ont—i¢ would be a retrogreston
He thought I8 would be  unjaet
sod  Jmpclitlo, aed ve'y largsly
uitra vires. Is had boen sald shey should
apply to the Imperial Parllament $o remove
there exemptiors, but, it they once threw
open the door of taxation In shat way, they
would, have oconstant strife betweem the
Dominion and the Provinoes—the Dominton
taxing Provinoial property, and the Pro-
vinces taxing Dominion property, It was
far belter that the door should be closed
once for all. Every munloipality oughs
fo psy scmething to support the

Government, ¢ had no ftaxas*lon
for Dominion or Provinclal matters, and it
was a very listle fhing In that way $0 maks
the Goverrment bulldings free lymm faxa.
tion, He bad thought matter ouy and

=




