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ONTARIO LECISLATURE.

FIRST SESSION--THIRD PARLIAMENT.

B
WepxespAY, Feb. 2,

The Speaker §0o. “he chalr at 11 o'olock,
PETITIONS,

The following petitions were presented:—
Mr. Hardy—Ol Brantford Town Counoll,
prayin; for certs'n amendments t» thsy Bll

now bafore the House, respecting tavera aad
sh: p licenses,

Mr Crooks—Ot the County Counsil of
Oxford, respeoting the Mualclpalisles Fand,

PRINTING,

Mr. CLARKE (Welllngton) oresented tho
seventh report of she Printlag Committae,

PROVISION FOR THE INSANE,

Oo tke motion of Mr, WOOD, the Blll to
mske further provisivn for vhe Insane was
read the third time and passed,

CANADA CAR COMPANY,

Mr, WOOD sald that when the proposal
wsa originally made to enter into a contract
with tke Canada Car Gumptnlx. both sides of
the Hcuee concurred in ¢ nsldering the com-
. pany & respcotable snd stable ona. Time hal

shown that the fears enterialned &= ¢» ths
pumber of prisoners guaranteed by the Gov.
ernmwent were groundless, but the Company
had falled to carry out thelr part of the cin-
$ract, not through their own fanlt or lack of
industry, but in consequence of the gensral
stagnation of trade. The Government hed
then to consider which was the best course
for themn to take, Oone was to make a new

l

contract, varled somewbat in terms, with the
Car Ccmpany, sud the other was to make a

oontract with some other company, No mors
urfortucate time could be lmagined to mka
a contrach with another compauy, while the
Provinee onghit to do what was right wih
ihiz company. I! the Company were c)rm:
yosed of men of straw, withont capliat, is
would have been a d:flerent thlag; bat its
members were first-class business men, who
Pad rubscribed a capiial of 5270.000 or
$250,000, aud not ocly had the whole of this
smoont been sapnk, but the Company owel
$195,000 to the bank and 360,000 to oth-r
parties. Thelr oanly sseets wece $100,000
due from the Cansds Southern in four years'
$ime for cars, and the works, which were
estlmated to be workh ahout £150 000
The Cowmpsny proposed to enter into a new
ooutract, aud the Governmeat ocnsented
But 1§ was ncc.ssary first to settle the ac
covnts bestween tho Governmeat and tae
Company. The Governmcnt had a ola'm
agalust the Compsny for labour performed
sud lebour unperformed—the one belng an
equiiable clatm, whife Lho other was a stricily
legal cl'm, On the other hand the Usra-
pany bad a clain againast the Governmang
for non-fullilment of coatracs, aud for works
performed in tho iaterest of the Proviace
and at the Instigation of the Governmoens,
Some pecplo migtt say that the Govern.
mwent ought to buve enforcad the contrast;
but for his part, If they had not ressived oae
dollar from the Uompaany for the labour of
the prisoners, he would say 1t wounld not be
just for this wesithy Provincs to compal tha

symect of a dollar for the unperfirrmed

bonr., He had hofors him a statemeat from
the P:lson Inapector, showlag the work done
{rom the lst June, 1574 ~the besglunlogz of
the contract—to the 30sh Buptm:ﬂnr, 1875,
There was an = average of 22|
priscuers  employed, The number
of working deyn was 55400, which
at 50 cents a day would amounnt to §14,200.

There were 49,915 days on which work had |

been dore other than that for the Company,
apd 29 966 on wtih tie work had basa for
the Cavada Car Company, leavieg 5 519 daya
when the men were not empioyed, So,
thcugh the Car Compauy had not been able
$o utilize the laboue of the prisonors all the
time, the Province had had the aivantage of
the labour. The Governmeut agresd to
abavdon shelr clslm for naperformed labour,
acd the Car Compsny agreed to adaadoa
thelr claim for non fulfilment of the contraat,
Then came the question, what $he Goveran-
ment should pay for labour performed fo:
works in cornection with she Uoensral Prison,
The decislon which bad been arrived at
was that the sum of $15 000 should ba pald,
The CGovercmens had a claim for 14 OV0 or
$15,000 agalost the Company for performed
Jabcur, and the Company had a oln[:: against
the Ciovernment of about §15.000 for works
done in the Intercets of the Provinoce. So far
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as the Government werw concerned, they had
a llen upon all the works of the Car Crm-
guy. The Compsny proposed $o aid
90,000 to their capltal, and to go lu%o
a new induetry, and they asked the Govern:
ment to treat tkem falrly—not to glve sthem
a doilar, but so far as they could o treat
$bem lberally, and to endeavour to ass'ss
them it in wo d.ing they did not endanger the
mouney of the Province Thsy proposad to
pay the Government 6 per cent interest 1f
they gave them one or two years ia whish to
pay their iIndebtednesse. They plased before™
the Government the true situation of tha
Company, and polnted out, what every one
knew, that there could be no more nafortun-
ate time thau this to enter into a new io-
dustry, or to build up a company almost
bapkiupt, It s frue that good busl.
nees wmen were fin  $his  company,
but for perbaps slx mounths o
come every bu:icess man would require
for his own busiaess transactions every d»l-
lar he could command at his bank. The
Govertment, therefore cunxidered it right to
pay the Company their clalm agaicst the
Government avd vo give the Company $lme
to pay the Government’s clalm against them,
on their paylug Interest st the rate of alx per
cunt. meanwhile, Two or three years ago
they had every oonfilence that the Can-
ada Car Compacy would be a saocess, b1t in
entering into another contract they onght to
provide for the occurrence of a similar con-
tingevoy, They had made a ocootract for

breaking atene at §3 a tolse which they ex-

pected would carry them on to the last May,
when this new contract would take- eff iof,
and they had asked for $5.000 to enable
thlfllnn it tli‘il;ﬂu oouditious lh:m o hf;:l;il
vlsh emplocyment fo the w
would ba profitable to the Provinos, In coa-
clusion he moved—** That this House do, on
Thursday next, resolve itself into a Commis-
teo to conslder the fcllowing Resolution : —
* That a propused contract bstween the In.
spector of Prisovs and Asylums, and She
Canada Car Cocmpany, do recelve the conour-
rence of this House,’ ”

Mr. LAUDER »#ald he did not Intend to
offer avy oppositicn to this motion. Ha
oonterded that the protest msde formerly
by the Oppoeition to the contract with this

ompany had been jastiied by the disas-
trous resalts. OI course olrcumstances had
occurred which had nst been foreseen, but
they bad pointed cut that there was too
much risk ia ihe matter to allow the Pro-
vince to go to sush large expense, The men-
bers ol the Company were lmited in thele
liability, and oould not be made to
psy more than the amount of thelr stosk,
which he believed had all been pald up. He
was of opinlun that the ers abt the Con-
tral Prison were trea in a way whish
would not prove to be a corrective. He con-
sidered it was a .very comfortable place to
live in, and that the men wers beitor off
there than they were at home, He thoughs
the wen rhould be puvished. They must
all regret the positioa in which this lastita-
tlon was pliced. Ho was free to admit that
the Car Company did dererve oconsideration
at the bands o! the Government, bat he
vhought the Government wers very
much % blame for tho preseat
state of affairs, Ho was glad that
the Government theught they had a prospest
of bett.r days for the institution, and hoped
$bey would be succosefal. 1% was a very fine
buoliding, snd if proper industries had bsen
brought into 1t at first would have bssn
a oredis to the Province, He did not desirs
to throw nnnecesrary obstaoles in the way of

the management of sush an Institutlon as

this, which was very difficull and requirad
eat csre and attention, He hoped the
overrment would be more sucoessfal with
the new contracs than with the old one.

Mr. MOWAT eaid the Canada Car Com-
pany logfnded o large number of the best and

most tudoersful business men ia the country,

snd they had shown thelr view of the con-
tract by Investing nearly halt a million of
mouney Init  (Hosr, hear.) It sppeared.
bhowever, that the united wisdom of these
experlenoed busluess men had been far in'e.
rior to tho foresight of the member for East

Grey, That hen gentleman had now stated |

what Lis views Lad been, but unfortunately
be ¢id wnet deserve tae oredlt he
clalmed, a3 he had uever expressed these
views uatll after the event happened,
(Lavghter.) The objeotion the Opposition
had formerly taken t(7as not the one now
statcd by the hon. member tor East Grey,
but tbey had objected on the ground thas
the Governmert wculd not be able so suppl

the requircd numb:r of workmen, Bus it
was quite clear that that objectlon had no
force, for bad the Company been able to CArry

out the contract the expectations ot the Gov-
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